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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday     5.30pm  
Sunday       8.30am  
Sunday       5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 

St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
APRE - Paula McConnon 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 

 

Dispelling Doubts 
 

“All power in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, until the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 

 
These are the parting and final words our Lord spoke while on earth. 
As soon as He spoke to them He ascended into Heaven to remain 
with His Father forever, preparing a place for us so that we could 
join Him one day. Never again on earth would the disciples hear Je-
sus speak to them or see Him in physical form. Though He would 
soon send the Holy Spirit upon them and speak clearly to them inte-
riorly through prayer, they would not encounter His audible voice 
and physical presence once again until Heaven.  
Just prior to the passage quoted above, we read that the disciples 
did two things. One was ideal; the other was not. We read: “When 
they saw him, they worshiped, but they doubted.” Of course, the 
fact that they worshiped Him is ideal, but the fact that they doubted 
is somewhat shocking and disappointing. After all that they went 
through with our Lord, after all they witnessed and heard, they still 
doubted. They witnessed Jesus cure leprosy, restore sight to the 
blind, heal the crippled, preach with a new authority, convert sin-
ners, raise the dead and even rise from the dead Himself. And after 
all of this, they still had doubts. 
Perhaps their doubts are recorded in this final encounter with our 
earthly Lord because it reveals to us our own ongoing doubts.  
When we look into our own conscience, what do we see? Do we see 
a person with perfect faith and trust in God? Or do we see a person 
who seeks to worship God but also struggles with doubts? A doubt is 
a lack of faith. It is different from a difficulty, an uncertainty, or a 
confusion. A doubt is an action by which we positively make the 
choice to start down the path of disbelief.  
The good news is that these doubting disciples eventually received 
something that eliminated every doubt from their minds. They re-
ceived the Holy Spirit, and this gift of God began to dispel every 
temptation to doubt as they received the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. In 
particular, the gifts of Wisdom, Understanding and Knowledge would 
deepen their faith in God and enable them to both worship and be-
lieve.  
As we celebrate the Ascension of our Lord, reflect, today, upon the 
image of these disciples worshiping God and doubting at the same 
time.  
If this image strikes a chord within us, then pay attention to it. It is 
good to worship God, but it is also good to humbly admit where we 
lack perfect faith. Where we see this lack of faith, hold onto the 
hope that, just like these disciples, we will receive the full outpour-
ing of the promised Holy Spirit in our life so that every doubt will be 
dispelled and we will receive true Wisdom, Understanding and 
Knowledge in their fullness.    
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
 

The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, 
Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, 
Megan Bowden,  Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  June Colch,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, 
Eileen MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Barry Ahern, Rod Grove, Anthony Raitiri 
& Sr Belen.  
Recently Deceased: Rollie(Rolston) Foenander. 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Blue Smith, Peter Ryan, Margaret Murray, Benjamino Giacomodona-
to, Anthony Volmer, Beryl Robinson, Justin Cosgrove, Gordon Bissett, Les Bertini, Savatore Vitale, John Leahy, Aileen 
Cokayne, Fr Bob Mitchell, Rita Leslie, James O'Connor, Darcy Dickson, Dorothy Vaughan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Mary Rafferty, 
Suzanne Ballinger, Geraldine Simento, Irene Matthews, Michael O’Connor, Des O’Toole, Sid O’Toole, Joseph ‘Gerry’ Cre-
min, Mona Costa, Margaret Simson, Bill Collins,    Russell Lea, Tom Killian, Edie Coughlan, Bernadette Moy & Brian Harding 
(Senior) . 

The Week Ahead 

Sun - 21st May 
The Ascension of the Lord 
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm 

 

Mon - 22nd May  
Mass @ 7am  

 

Tues - 23rd May 
Mass @ 7am 

 

Wed - 24th May  Mass @ 9am 

Thur - 25th May   Mass @ 9am 

Fri - 26th May 
Mass @ 9am 

 

Sat - 27th May Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun - 28th May 
Pentacost Sunday 

Mass @ 8.30am &  5.30pm 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreci-
ated.  Collections & Planned Giving:- 
BSB:064-786   Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-    Name: Camp Hill Parish 
                 BSB:064-786   Acc: 1000005597 
 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  
premises.  Thank you for your generosity.  

Quote of the week 

Life is never without a need 

never without a problem 

never without a hurtful 

moment…. 

But never forget that we 

have a Loving God  

 

Quote of the week 

Trusting God is  

wisdom,  

knowing God is  

peace,  

loving God is strength,  

faith in God is courage. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  

CHILDREN’S LITURGY   

8.30AM MASS  

EVERY  SUNDAY   

During School Term only. 

The Brisbane East Deanery will begin the Unlocking the Mystery of the 

Bible study in the week starting the 29th of MAY with daytime and 

evening sessions and will run for 8 weeks. Participants will meet every 

week at one of the local parishes in the deanery to view a video presenta-

tion by Jeff Cavins followed by a group discussion. Unlocking the Mys-

tery of the Bible helps you to get the “big picture” of the Bible by showing 

how fourteen narrative books of the Bible tell the complete story from Ad-

am and Eve to Christ and the Church. St Thomas Parish will be hosting 

the Tuesday Group in the Parish Office beginning on Tuesday 30 

May. For  more information or  to register  your  interest, please contact 

Louise Simento at 0456 700 040. 

ARCHDIOCESAN ANNU-
AL MASS COUNT—The 

Archdiocese of Brisbane con-
ducts a Count of Attendance 
for All Masses held on week-

ends during the month of 
May each year. This year, 
attendance counts are to be 

conducted over the four 
weekends of May, being the 
6th/7th, 13th/14th, 20th/21st 
and 27th/28th. Thank you. 

We welcome… Freddy Thomas Tier son of Emma & 
Fraser and Liam Conor Ahern son of Christine & Adam being  

baptised in our Church this weekend. 
 

May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your  precious child  with 
love and peace  on this special day and always. 

Baptisms 

NEW TO THE PARISH  
If you are new to the Parish or have recently 

moved into this area, we warmly welcome you 
and your family. We invite you to join our  

Parish. Please contact the Parish Office on 
33981154 or  

email : stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 



Parish News & Notices 

 

 

Parish News & Notices 

CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS 
A beginning point for discussion of this week's  

Gospel with children: 
Who do you know who has gone away and you don’t see 
very often? 
How do you keep in touch? 
Jesus went back to his Father but he is still with us. 
How do we keep in touch with Jesus? 
We show Jesus is with us by the way we live. 
How will you show others that Jesus is with you this week? 

Lamps Ablaze: Apostolic Priorities for the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane from 2023 : In recent weeks, Archbishop Mark Co-
leridge has published a document entitled “Lamps Ablaze: Apos-
tolic Priorities for the Archdiocese of Brisbane from 2023” which 
outlines seven priorities for the Archdiocese. Over the next six 
weeks until Pentecost, bulletin inserts will introduce us to the 
seven themes. This week’s Apostolic Priority is: Implemeting 
Integral Ecology. 

On the Feast of Corpus Christi, June 11, over 4000 
Catholics will make a public testimony of faith by 
walking in a Eucharistic procession through the 
streets of Brisbane city. It will be a colourful display 
as groups gather from all across the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane to represent their parish or cultural com-
munity. The Corpus Christi Procession will start and 
end at the Cathedral of St Stephen and feature pray-
ers, rosary, hymns and Benediction with proceed-
ings led by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. The week-
end will also feature a Eucharistic Miracles Exhibi-
tion (10th-11th June in the Cathedral precinct's Fran-
cis Rush Centre) and a vigil night of adoration (10th 
June from 7pm - 11th June 8am, in the Mary MacKil-
lop Chapel). 
When: 2pm Sunday 11 June 
Where: Cathedral of St Stephen, Brisbane City 
Find out more at www.corpuschristibrisbane.com.  

May is the month of Mary in the 
Church: Wednesday 24 May is the 
Solemnity of Our Lady Help of 
Christians, our National Patronal 
Feast. The first Australian provincial 
synod held in Sydney in 1844 
placed the Church of Australia un-
der Mary’s patronage invoked by 
the title Help of Christians. The sol-
emn feast is an occasion to seek 
Mary’s help and protection for our 
Church and nation. 
 

PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIA 
Almighty God, deepen in our hearts our love of Mary Help 
of Christians. Through her prayers and under her protec-
tion, may the light of Christ shine over our land. May Aus-
tralia be granted harmony, justice and peace. Grant wis-
dom to our leaders and integrity to our citizens. 

National Volunteer Week (15-21 May)  

This past week we have celebrated National Volunteer 
Week (NVW), Australia’s largest annual celebration of 
volunteering. This year’s theme, We are The Change 
Makers, recognises that volunteers are Change Makers 
in communities around our country. Millions of volunteers 
across Australia are giving their time and energy to make 
change in our communities. The We are the Change 
Makers campaign celebrates the powerful impact volun-
teers make supporting individuals, communities and the 
nation. The Archdiocese has one of the largest number of 
volunteer groups throughout the state - around 10,000 
people. This from both volunteers in parishes and by vir-
tue of the work with Centacare. We acknowledge and 
thank all of our volunteers who give so much of their time 
to serve this community. We are most appreciative and 
grateful for your contribution to parish life. 

CELEBRATING PENTECOST WITH CHILDREN 
Pentecost is coming up very soon!  It marks the 
birth of the Church, that day 2000 years ago when 
the Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples empowering 
and equipping them with the gifts that they were go-
ing to need to take the Gospel far and wide, and the 
Church was born!  As we prepare for Pentecost, the 
Children and Families team at Evangelisation Bris-
bane have put together some great resources to 
engage the children in the celebration of Pentecost 
as well! These ideas, including a video can be found 
at https://tinyurl.com/pentecost4kids. 
We pray that you and the children in our parish or 
community, experience the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in a new and amazing way this Pentecost!  

Message from Archbishop Mark Coleridge – “The Lord’s 
Day”: Additional copies of the Letter from Archbishop 
Mark Coleridge regarding the pandemic dispensation 
being withdrawn and the Sunday obligation being re-
stored from Pentecost Sunday are still available at the 
Church doors this weekend. Thank you. 

http://www.corpuschristibrisbane.com
https://tinyurl.com/pentecost4kids


Readings 
 

The Ascension of the Lord - Year A  
 
First Reading: (Acts 1:1-11) 
 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until the day 
he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He 
had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had continued to ap-
pear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not 
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me 
speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 
Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his own authority, but 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not only 
in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth.’ 
As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were still staring 
into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why are you men 
from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same 
Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 46:2-3. 6-9           
 
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 
Second Reading: (Ephesians 1:17-23) 
 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is re-
vealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great is the 
power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, 
when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far above every Sover-
eignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this age, but also in the 
age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the 
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:     Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 Go and teach all people my gospel. I am with you always, until the end of the world.  
 Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Matthew 28:16-20) 
  
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw 
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commandments I gave to you. And know that I am with you always; 
yes, to the end of time.’ 

 Readings for Next Sunday 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY–YR A 
 

First Reading: Acts 2:1-11   
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and be-

gan to speak different languages.  
 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13  
  In the one Spirit we were all baptised, making 

one body.  
  

Gospel: John 20:19-23    
 As the Father sent me, so I send you: Receive 

the Holy Spirit.  

For the Children... 
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 

Jesus ascends into heaven 
The time had come for Jesus to say goodbye 

to his friends and to return to his father in heaven. They 

had work to do when he was gone, but through the Holy 

Spirit they would never feel afraid or alone. 

LET US PRAY 
Lord Jesus, help us to remember that you are with us al-

ways, and we need never be afraid. Help us to go out and 

do your work in this world until we see you again, when 

you come back to us at the end of time. 


