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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   5.30pm  
Sunday     8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 

 

Use all your strength turn around and ask…. 

A young boy and his father were walking along a forest path. 
At some point, they came across a large tree branch on the 
ground in front of them. The boy asked his father, “If I try, do 
you think I could move that branch?” His father replied, “I am 
sure you can, if you use all your strength.” The boy tried his 
best to lift or push the branch, but he was not strong enough 
so he couldn’t move it. He said with disappointment, “You were 
wrong, dad. I can’t move it.” “Try again,” replied his father. 
Again, the boy tried hard to push the branch. He struggled but 
it did not move. “Dad, I cannot do it,” said the boy. Finally his 
father said, “Son, I advised you to use all your strength. You 
didn’t. You didn’t ask for my help.” We haven’t used all our 
strength until we have recognized and appreciated the 
strength and support of those who love and surround us and 
those who care about our needs. Our real strength lies not in 
independence, but in mutual dependence.  To ask for help and 
support when we need it is not a sign of weakness, it is a sign 
of wisdom and trust. It is a call for the greater strength that 
comes from our togetherness. When we ask for help and it is 
declined, it just means we have to ask at another time, or ask 
in another way, or ask another person. When by yourself you 
cannot manage to complete a task use all your strength, turn 
around and ask! 

We see in the Gospel today a woman in desperate need. Jesus 
first ignores both the persistent cry of the woman and the im-
patience of His disciples asking him to send the woman away. 
He then tries to awaken true Faith in the heart of this woman 
by an indirect refusal. But the woman is still persistent.  She 
kneels before Jesus and begs, "Lord, help me."   What is im-
portant is that her prayer expresses both helplessness and 
faith. We notice that the woman was refused three times by 
Jesus before He granted her request; finally, in answer to her 
plea at the fourth attempt, Jesus rewarded her persistence, 
curing her daughter. 

As Christians, we also know that our particular requests may 
not always be for our good, or for the final good of the person 
for whom we are praying. Hence, let us trust that every time 
we pray for something or someone, the answer is already on 
its way, even before we have asked God for it. We just need to 
trust God’s timetable and infinite wisdom that He answers us 
according to His will and purpose. Today's Gospel reminds us 
that God's love and mercy are extended to all who call on Him 
in Faith and trust, no matter who we are. 

Blessings,  

Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Sue 
Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan 
Bowden,  Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  June Colch,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, Eileen 
MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Barry Ahern, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Annette 
Bongiorno & Bob Mewburn. 
Recently Deceased:  Elvira Suter, Errol Lisk, Robert Mills & Peter Morrissey.   
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Joan Dennis,Jack Glockner, Mary Ellis, Hilda Burke, Elizabeth Ives, 
Corliss Newman, Terence Sullivan, Dorothy Traynor, Maureen Morrissey, Eulalie Patterson, John Seppanen, Graham Un-
derwood, John Proudfoot, Eileen Dendle, Athol Wild, Lee Hunt, Ted Hanns, Bill O ’Brien, Helen Bemrose, Fay Gee, Lurlene 
Kent, Annie Buckley, John Ashwell, Dermott Casey, Margaret Moffat, Peter Riley, Alice Pacey, Lynette Buesel, Diana Calvi-
si, Lance Fry, Betty Watt, Dot Kelly, Daphne Waller, Shirley Tessman, Hilary Petrie & Isabella Marjorie Drew.  

The Week Ahead 

Sun - 20th August 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

Mon - 21st August 
Mass @ 7am 
Memorial of  

St Pius X, Pope 

Tue -  22nd August  

Mass @ 7am 
Memorial of The 

Queenship of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

Wed - 23rd August Mass @ 9am 

Thu - 24th August 
Mass @ 9am 
Feast of St  

Bartholomew 

Fri - 25th August Mass @ 9am  

Sat - 26th August Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun - 27th August 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciat-
ed.   
Collections & Planned Giving:     BSB:064-786    
                                                                Acc: 100012966 
        Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-    Name: Camp Hill Parish 
               BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church. premises.  

 Thank you for your generosity.  

Quote of the week 

Life is never without a need 

never without a problem 

never without a hurtful 

moment…. 

But never forget that we 

have a Loving God  

NEW TO THE PARISH  

If you are new to the Parish or have re-
cently moved into this area, we warmly 
welcome you and your family. We invite 

you to join our  Parish. Please contact the 
Parish Office on 33981154 or  

email : stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

Our parish has a Local Safeguarding Representative (LSR) who 
is dedicated to promoting safeguarding messages and practic-
es, and available to   assist with any questions, concerns, dis-
closures, incidents or complaints.  Our LSR is David Colch at 
lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. If you wish to remain 
anonymous, please contact STOPLINE on 1300 304 550, 
aob@stopline.com.au or www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com 

Find out more about our Strategic Plan. To access the 
Booklet, please visit the Parish website for an  

electronic copy. 

Sacrament of  

Confirmation 2023 

Preparation Sessions: 4 weekends commencing on  

19 Aug until 10 Sept 2023 

Saturday at 4.15pm – 5.15pm & Sunday at 9.30am -
10.30am 

Actual Celebration: Tuesday 12 September 2023 at 
5.30pm  

 

The August  issue is now availa-
ble in the church for just $4 per 
copy, or subscribe to the week-
ly email. Please use only the 
Poor Box at the back of the 

church for coin donations to St Vincent de Paul and the box on 
the wall near the hall side entrance to the church to pay for the 
Leader. Thank you.           

Quote of the week 
 

Positive thinking is 

not only about 

Expecting the best to 

Happen… 

But it is also about 
Accepting 

whatever happens is 

for the Best…           
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Parish News & Notices 

Becoming Catholic!  A Journey of Faith  
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 
Are you interested in becoming Catholic or learning about the Catholic 
faith?   Welcome! The Catholic Church’s mission is to offer people of all ages and 
backgrounds the opportunity to deepen their understanding and relationship with 

Jesus Christ. Becoming Catholic involves a journey of faith accompanied by the support of a parish 
community.  This process is called the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  During the RCIA 
process, you meet with others to share, reflect, pray and learn more about the Catholic faith.  Cere-
monies or ‘rites’ at each stage signify the steps along the way. If you or someone you know would 
like to know more about becoming Catholic or learning more about their Catholic faith as an adult, 
please contact: 3398 1154 Email: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 

This weekend, our parish is delighted to support the Annual 
Catholic Campaign. It is the one time a year that all of the 
parishes in the Archdiocese come together to help vital works 
of our church and the local community.   

Funds raised will support ministries that directly impact this 
parish.  The Campaign supports training future priests, caring for our elderly and retired priests, helping local 
families in dire need access a Catholic education and caring for those suffering physically and emotionally in our 
community.    

Please do take a Campaign brochure and giving envelope  with you when you go today. You can either pop it in 
the mail or return it next week. Of course, if you  prefer, you can also fill it in today and place it in the collection. 

Thank you and God bless. 

THE CHOSEN 
SEASON ONE 

Have you ever wondered 
what it would like to be a 

disciple of Jesus in the First 
Century?  The Chosen is the 
first multi-season TV series 
about our Lord and how he 

impacted those around 
Him.  Each week from now 
until Advent, we’ll be show-
ing 2 episodes of the first 3 
seasons.  Come along and 

enjoy the show with us!  



Readings 
 

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A  
 
First Reading: (Isaiah 56:1.6-7)   
 
Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come and my in-
tegrity be manifest. 
Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and be his serv-
ants – all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant – these I will bring to my 
holy mountain. I will make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their holocausts and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar, for my house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8.      
 
O God, let all the nations praise you!  
 
Second Reading: (Romans 11:13-15. 29-32)  
 
Let me tell you pagans this: I have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and I am proud of being 
sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way save some of them. 
Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, do you know what their admission will mean? 
Nothing less than a resurrection from the dead! God never takes back his gifts or revokes his choice. 
Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their disobedi-
ence, so those who are disobedient now – and only because of the mercy shown to you – will also enjoy 
mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience only to show mercy to all man-
kind. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Matthew 15:21-28)  
 
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman 
from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a 
devil.’ But he answered her not a word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she 
wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ 
He replied, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She retorted, ‘Ah yes, 
sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And from that moment her daughter was well 
again. 
 

For the Children... 
20

th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 

 
The Canaanite woman 
Jesus was well known around Jerusalem and in Galilee, so 
sometimes he made trips to places outside Palestine, 
where people did not know him. On one of these trips, Je-
sus met a Canaanite woman and was struck by the strength 
of her belief. 

LET US PRAY 
O God, make our faith in you as strong as that of the Ca-

naanite woman, because we believe in you and know that 

your word is true. 

Readings for Next Sunday 
 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time– Yr A 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23           
  I place the key of the House of David 

upon his shoulder.  
 

Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36     
  From him, through him, and in him are 

all things.  
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20       
  You are Peter, to you I will give the 

keys of the kingdom of heaven.  


