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  6th August 2023 No. 32 

St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   5.30pm  
Sunday     8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
APRE: Vivienne Thompson 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 

 

God’s Ways are Not Our Ways…. 

On this weekend we hear a thought- provoking parable about the 

Kingdom of God. Through this Jesus teaches us how the kingdom 

of God is open to all, that our God is a generous God who desires 

to save all people, all nations. In the Gospel we hear of a land-

owner who is very different from how we think. Probably most of 

us naturally sympathize with the first group of workers. Our reac-

tion generally is that those who have done more, who have given 

more, should get more. That is simple justice.   

But the story tells the difference between God's perspective and 

ours. In other words, God's perspective is that of the owner, who 

gave some of the labourers more than what it seemed they 

earned. What this means is that we have to look at this story 

from a very different point of view. We notice what God’s gener-

osity is like. It is clearly stated in the First reading from the 

prophet Isaiah. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither 

are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are 

higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 

my thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).  Another name 

for God’s justice is mercy and compassion. God wants all to be 

saved. God is unconditional in opening the doors of His kingdom 

to all who choose to enter, both those who have laboured a life-

time for Him and those who come at the last hour. So, rather 

than judging God for acting this way, we should be deeply grate-

ful that our God is ready to receive us back at any stage once we 

express sorrow for our sins and wish to be reunited or united with 

Him in love. It teaches us that nothing God gives to us is our due. 

We have no right at all to receive the reward except by the mercy 

of God. Everything He gives us is pure gift from His abundant 

generosity and we cannot possibly earn it or deserve it. We 

should not be envious or jealous because God is generous to 

someone else. We labour for the Lord to give Him back a little 

through our praise, honour, and glory. And we labour for our 

neighbour for their welfare with the same spirit of loving-kindness 

and compassion which the Lord has shown to us. 

Let us rejoice that eternal life with God is offered to all people, 

including for the people whom we may find this difficult to accept. 

Let us persevere to change our thoughts and ways and see with 

God’s compassionate eyes. This parable is an invitation to experi-

ence the mind of God - to practice love and compassion without 

the narrow mindedness of thinking in terms of our self-focused 

understanding of justice. 

Blessings,  

Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Sue 
Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan 
Bowden,  Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  June Colch,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, Eileen 
MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Barry Ahern, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Elizabeth 
Rejmer, Trevor Farley & Evelyn Neave. 
Recently Deceased: - 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Catherine Mary McGrath, Bessie Ann King, Eva Shannon, Rosina 
Agius, Jean Beryl Deshon Smith, Margaret Clair Fahy, Norman Richards Waller, Samual Sedwgwick, Michele Greenway, 
Clarice Kathleen Swan, Lara Jane Neiht, Phelomena McDonald, Helen Bemrose, Jed Minogue, Fay Gee, Lara Anne Mylne, 
Michael Williams, Maude Veronica Rupesinghe, Lurlene Kent, Annie Buckley, John Ashwell, Mervyn Hinds, Gerald Simentio 
& Nicholas Dolan. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun - 24th September 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

Mon - 25th September Mass @ 7am 

Tue - 26th September  Mass @ 7am 

Wed - 27th September 
Mass @ 9am  

Memorial of  St 
Vincent de Paul  

Thu - 28th September 
 

Mass @ 9am 
 

Fri - 29th September 

Mass @ 9am 
Feast of Sts  

Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael  

 

Sat - 30 September 
Mass @ 5.30pm 

Memorial of 
St Jerome  

Sun - 1st October 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 

Your continued support for our Parish is much  
appreciated.   

Collections & Planned Giving:     BSB:064-786    
                                                            Acc: 100012966 
        Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-  Name: Camp Hill Parish 
               BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church. premises.  
 Thank you for your generosity.  

Quote of the week 

Life is never without a need 

never without a problem 

never without a hurtful 

moment…. 

But never forget that we 

have a Loving God  

NEW TO THE PARISH  

If you are new to the Parish or have re-
cently moved into this area, we warmly 
welcome you and your family. We invite 
you to join our  Parish. Please contact 

the Parish Office on 33981154 or  

email : stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

     Quote of the week 

What are we 

afraid of losing in 

this world, when  

actually nothing 

belongs to us.              

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:      David & Veronica Colch 
Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 

Please contact David or Veronica, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns regarding Child Safety in our parish.  If 

you are not comfortable speaking to someone in the  
parish, or wish to make an anonymous disclosure,   
PLEASE CONTACT STOPLINE  on 1300 304 550, 

aob@stopline.com.au; or 
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com an external service 

provided by the Archdiocese to receive confidential & 
anonymous disclosures.   

We welcome…  
Peyton Whyte 

daughter of Damian & Taylor Whyte  & , 
Remi Malbon  son of Benjamin & Connor  

Malbon being baptised in our Church this 
weekend. May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your  

precious child  with love and peace on this  
special day and always. 

Baptisms 
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Parish News & Notices 

Donations can be dropped off into the coloured 
baskets at the front and back entrance of the 
Church or alternatively you can drop it off at the 
Parish office. Thank you for your contribution. 

YEAR 12 BLESSING 
MASS 

Can you believe your child, that commenced 
school in 2011, is now graduating Year 12!! 

St Thomas Parish have been involved with your 
family over your child’s primary school years.  
We want to continue our prayerful support to 
these students with a special Blessing as they 
commence their final exams and start their 

next chapter. 
We invite you all to a 

Blessing Mass on Sunday 8th October 2023  
at the 8.30am. 

Mass will be followed by a morning tea and  
photo opportunity for these students. 

It would be lovely if all students come in their 
present School uniform.  

Please share this with all Year 12 St Thomas 
past students as we don’t want to miss anyone.  

 
For catering, please call Shanti in the St Thom-
as Parish office 3398 1154 to advise how many of 

your family members will be attending. 

THE CHOSEN 
SEASON ONE 

Have you ever wondered 
what it would like to be a dis-

ciple of Jesus in the First 
Century?  The Chosen is the 
first multi-season TV series 
about our Lord and how he 

impacted those around 
Him.  Each week from now 
until Advent, we’ll be show-
ing 2 episodes of the first 3 
seasons.  Come along and 

enjoy the show with us!  

Golden Wedding  

Anniversary Mass  

Saturday 30 September, 
11.30am, at the Cathedral 
of St Stephen followed by 

refreshments. To register to attend the Mass 
and for catering purposes, please RSVP to 
cathedral@bne.catholic.net.au or 3324 3030.  

St. Teresa of Calcutta: 5
th

 Anniversary Celebration 
This year we are celebrating the fifth anniversary of the Shrine dedicated to St. Teresa of Calcutta at the 
Marian Valley, Canungra. You are invited with your family & friends to share this special milestone cele-
bration as we spread the message of Mother Teresa across our communities. 
Join in the annual pilgrimage to the Mother Teresa Shrine at Marian Valley. Saturday 7 October, 11am 
Mass followed by Procession to the Shrine. Bus leaving 8.15am from Star of the Sea, Cleveland, return 
3pm. Bus Bookings: 3821 4902. The MT Shrine Team. 



Readings 
 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A  
 
First Reading: (Isaiah 55:6-9)   
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found, call to him while he is still near.  
Let the wicked man abandon his way, the evil man his thoughts.  
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him, to our God who is rich in forgiving;  
for my thoughts are not your thoughts, my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks. 
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth as my ways are above your ways,  
my thoughts above your thoughts. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 144:2-3. 8-9. 17-18.  
The Lord is near to all who call him.  
 
Second Reading: (Philippians 1:20-24. 27)  
Christ will be glorified in my body, whether by my life or by my death. Life to me, of course, is Christ, but 
then death would bring me something more; but then again, if living in this body means doing work which is 
having good results – I do not know what I should choose. I am caught in this dilemma: I want to be gone 
and be with Christ, which would be very much the better, but for me to stay alive in this body is a more ur-
gent need for your sake. 
Avoid anything in your everyday lives that would be unworthy of the gospel of Christ. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Matthew 20:1-16)  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner going out at daybreak to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He made an agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them 
to his vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the market place and said 
to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I will give you a fair wage.”  
So they went. At about the sixth hour and again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. 
Then at about the eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing round, and he said to them, 
“Why have you been standing here idle all day?” “Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said 
to them, “You go into my vineyard too.”  
In the evening, the owner of the vineyard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, 
starting with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were hired at about the eleventh 
hour came forward and received one denarius each. When the first came, they expected to get more, but 
they too received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landowner. “The men who came 
last” they said “have done only one hour, and you have treated them the same as us, though we have 
done a heavy day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My friend, I am not being 
unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last-
comer as much as I pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious because I 
am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’ 

For the Children... 
25th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  
YEAR A 
 
Workers in the vineyard 
Not everyone comes to know Jesus early in their lives, for 
some it might happen only at the end of a lifetime. But Je-
sus is loving and generous, and today we learn that those 
who follow him will receive the same reward at the end of 
time - everlasting life. 

LET US PRAY 
Lord, you are always generous and kind. Fill us with the 
generosity of your love and make us more understanding. 

Readings for Next Sunday 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

– Yr A 
 

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:25-28            
 The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness 

deserves to live.  
   

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-11     
In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus.  

 
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32          

  He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors 
and prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom of 

God.   


