
We need to learn the art of self-criticism….  
 
An old man went to live with his son, daughter-in-law, and four-year old 
grandson. The old man’s hands trembled, his eyesight was blurred, and his 
steps  faltered. The family ate together at  the  table,  but the elderly grand-
father’s shaky hands and failing sight made eating difficult. Peas rolled off 
his  fork  onto the  floor. When  he  grasped the glass, milk spilled on the 
tablecloth. The son and daughter-in-law became irritated with the mess. 
“We must do something about Grandfather,” said the son. “I’ve had enough 
of  his  spilled  milk,  noisy  eating,  and  food  on  the  floor.”  Therefore, the  
husband and wife set a small table in the corner. There, Grandfather ate 
alone  while  the  rest  of  the  family  enjoyed dinner. Since grandfather had  
broken a dish two, his food was served in a wooden bowl. When the family 
glanced in Grandfather’s direction, sometimes he had a tear in his eye as 
he sat alone. Still, the only words the couple had for him were criticism 
when he dropped a fork or spilled food. The four-year-old watched it all in 
silence.  
One evening before supper, the father noticed his son playing with wood 
scraps on the floor. He asked the child sweetly, “What are you making?” 
Just as sweetly, the boy responded, “Oh, I am making a little bowl for you 
and Mama to eat your food in when I grow up.” The four-year-old smiled 
and went back to work. The words so struck the parents that they were 
speechless. Though no word was spoken, both knew what must be done. 
That evening the husband took Grandfather’s hand and gently led him back 
to the family table. For the remainder of his days, he ate every meal with the 
family. And for some reason, neither husband nor wife seemed to care any 
longer when a fork was dropped, milk spilled, or the tablecloth soiled.  
 
It is easy to read today’s Gospel and start pointing the finger at others, but it 
is important that we see how it applies to our own life. The Gospel is always 
addressed to each one of us and today we need to hear what it is saying to 
our heart at this moment. Of course, we can point a critical finger at all the 
officials we know, political, religious or otherwise, and that will make us like 
anyone else and not a follower of Christ. We become touchy about the 
treatment people give us. We cannot demand respect but must earn it. The 
Pharisees acted as if their teaching was their own doctrine. Similarly we 
need to remember that we are only channels of God’s Word and His Truth 
and have a mission to accomplish.  
 
Today’s  Gospel,  addressed  to  all  of  us,  calls  for  humility,  integrity and  
honesty, where there is no pulling of rank, no demand for respect or privi-
lege or a hearing, no double standards but a deep sense of equality and 
mutual respect, a desire to serve, to share what we have and work for the 
benefit all.    
 
Blessings  
Fr. Dantus Thottathil 
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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   5.30pm  
Sunday     8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
APRE: Vivienne Thompson 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Sue 
Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan 
Bowden,  Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  June Colch,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, Eileen 
MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Barry Ahern, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Elizabeth 
Rejmer, Trevor Farley & Evelyn Neave,Jan Effiney. 
Recently Deceased: Keith Roxburgh, Beryl Rook. 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Harold Homann, Margaret McCann, Helen Malcolm, Leonardo 
Mariano, Leonard Smith, Mary McMahon, Arthur Poole, Leo Shipperley, Cliff Dennis, Marie Holdsworth, Harold Gilder, 
Margaret Kilmartin, Joyce Ireland, Patricia Hodges, Anna Graham, Patricia Peake, Norman Corrie, Reg Gamble, Sheila 
O’Donoghue, Brian Down, William Bozier, Moira Murphy, Rose Knauth, Stephen Lam, Robert Rafter, Luigi Marinucci, 
John Fry, Janina Pokoj, Celie Cosgrove, Elva Hargraves, Eugene Vidulich, Basil Nolan. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun - 5th November 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

Mon - 6th November Mass @ 7am 

Tue - 7th November  Mass @ 7am 

Wed - 8th November 
 

Mass @ 9am  
 

Thu - 9th November 

Mass @ 9am  
Feast of The  

Dedication of the  
Lateran Basilica 

Fri - 10th November 
Mass @ 9am  

Memorial of St Leo 
the Great 

Sat - 11th November 

Devotion of the  
Holy Rosary@ 

7.30am– Church 
Mass @ 5.30pm 

Memorial of  
St Martin of Tours 

Sun -12th November 
Mass @ 8.30am& 

5.30pm 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 

Your continued support for our Parish is much  
appreciated.   

Collections & Planned Giving:     BSB:064-786    
                                                            Acc: 100012966 
        Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-  Name: Camp Hill Parish 
               BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church. premises.  
 Thank you for your generosity.  

Quote of the week 

Life is never without a need 

never without a problem 

never without a hurtful 

moment…. 

But never forget that we 

have a Loving God  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:      David & Veronica Colch 
Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
Please contact David or Veronica, if you have any questions or 

concerns regarding Child Safety in our parish.  If you are not 
comfortable speaking to someone in the parish, or wish to make 
an anonymous disclosure,  PLEASE CONTACT STOPLINE  on 

1300 304 550, aob@stopline.com.au; or 
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com an external service provid-
ed by the Archdiocese to receive confidential & anonymous dis-

closures.   

Quote of the week 
 

Life is like a sea 
We are moving without end. 

Nothing stays with us 
What remains is just the 

memories 
of some people 

Who touched us as waves….                     

      Book of Remembrance 

You  are  invited  to  record  the  names of  

your deceased loved  ones  in  the  Book of 

remembrance  that  will  be  kept  at  the front  

of   the   church  throughout   the   month   of   

November.  Prayers  will  be offered for the 

repose of the souls of the deceased relatives 

and friends names, written down in the book.  

NOVEMBER OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

All  Souls  Day  is  a  chance  for  us  to  commemorate  and 
honour those who have  passed.  On  this  day  we remember 
the departed who  have  attained  the  beatific  vision.  During  
November parishioners are encouraged to have Masses 
offered for deceased relatives and friends. Envelopes will be 
available at Church doors and can be placed in the collection 
plate or bring to the parish office.  Thank you. 

      Support Rural Mental Health Delivery 
The Knights of the Southern Cross local branch are hosting a fund-
raising   dinner   at   7.00 pm  for  7.30pm  start  on  Thursday  16th  
November at the Colmslie Hotel. Sr Sally Fuller FDCC,  a Canossian 
Sister, Clinical Psychologist and a  Director of Southern Cross Care 
QLD will discuss mental health challenges in rural areas. Costs for 
this two-course dinner is $50.00 and all funds raised will go directly 
to supporting Sr Sally’s work. Special dietary requirements can be 
catered for.  To book for this event and to receive payment details, 
please email Darryn Lambourne on daz63@bigpond.com by  7th 
November with RSVP and payment by  8th November.    
 
   St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal begins next weekend.     
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Parish News & Notices 

 

 

Parish News & Notices 

Thursday 23rd November 2023 

 

Healing Mass at 10.30am 
at St Thomas the Apostle 

Church. Camp Hill. 
Christmas lunch to follow.      

Cost $5 

Parish Office: 33981154 

Thanksgiving Mass &Volunteer  
  Appreciation Dinner  

As a small token of our gratitude,  
we would like to invite  

all parish volunteers to our  
Thanksgiving Mass and 

  Volunteer Appreciation Dinner!  
 
     on Saturday 11th November 2023 

               at 5.30pm—9.00pm 
    
        Let us express our gratitude 
                  for all you have done  
            to help out at St Thomas’  

                          Catholic Parish community 
                            with a fun night after the  
                                Thanksgiving Mass! 

         
RSVP by Thursday, 9th November 2023 

Place name and details on the list in the church  
or contact the parish office on  

T: 3398 1154  
E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  

                  St Thomas Big Blue Table and Big Blue Raffle for Beyond Blue  

                                       October  being  Mental Health Awareness month,  St Thomas Parish  through  the 

Service and Outreach Team joined with Beyond Blue to raise awareness as well as some much needed funds.     

Your  valued  support  is  helping to improve the  lives of  individuals, families and communities affected by  

anxiety, depression and suicide.  Thank  you  to  Integrity  Hair,  Cellarbrations,  Norman  Park  News, and St 

Thomas Parish and School Community – you helped raise $1000.   Sr Analissa and Colleen were the winners 

of the Big Blue Hampers.  

                          Where to get support:  Beyond Blue Support Service 1300 22 4636 

                      Beyondblue.org.au/getsupport     Check In Steps   1.Ask  2.Listen   3. Support 

https://protect-au.mimecast.com/s/zIdXCVARylh0wxDDhGFe8t?domain=beyondblue.org.au


Readings 
 

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year A  
 
First Reading: (Malachi 1:14 – 2:2. 8-10)   
I am a great king, says the Lord of hosts, and my name is feared throughout the nations. And now, priests, 
this warning is for you. If you do not listen, if you do not find it in your heart to glorify my name, says the 
Lord of hosts, I will send the curse on you and curse your very blessing. You have strayed from the way; 
you have caused many to stumble by your teaching. You have destroyed the covenant of Levi, says the 
Lord of hosts. And so I in my turn have made you contemptible and vile in the eyes of the whole people in 
repayment for the way you have not kept to my paths but have shown partiality in your administration. 
Have we not all one Father? Did not one God create us? Why, then, do we break faith with one another, 
profaning the covenant of our ancestors? 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 130.    
In you, Lord, I have found my peace.  
 
Second Reading: (1 Thessalonians 2:7-9. 13)   
Like a mother feeding and looking after her own children, we felt so devoted and protective towards you, 
and had come to love you so much, that we were eager to hand over to you not only the Good News but our 
whole lives as well. Let me remind you, brothers, how hard we used to work, slaving night and day so as not 
to be a burden on any one of you while we were proclaiming God’s Good News to you. 
Another reason why we constantly thank God for you is that as soon as you heard the message that we 
brought you as God’s message, you accepted it for what it really is, God’s message and not some human 
thinking; and it is still a living power among you who believe it. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

You have one Father, your Father in heaven; 
you have one teacher: the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Matthew 23:1-12)  
Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of Mo-
ses. You must therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say; but do not be guided by what they 
do: since they do not practise what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on men’s shoul-
ders, but will they lift a finger to move them? Not they! Everything they do is done to attract attention, like 
wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting to take the place of honour at banquets and 
the front seats in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market squares and having people call 
them Rabbi. 
‘You, however, must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are 
all brothers. You must call no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is in heaven. 
Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The great-
est among you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and anyone who humbles 
himself will be exalted.’ 

For the Children... 
31st SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  
YEAR A 
 
Practice what you preach 
The Pharisees were the leaders of the Jewish people. They stud-
ied the scriptures and were very proud that they obeyed the Jew-
ish law. The ordinary people looked to the Pharisees for good 
example, but Jesus told his followers that they did not practice 
what they preached. 
 

LET US PRAY 

Jesus, help us to make our actions speak louder than our words, 
so that others will see that we belong to Christ and may believe 
in you. 

Readings for Next Sunday 
 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
– Yr A 

 
First Reading: Wisdom 6:12-16             

  Wisdom is found by those who look for it.  
   

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13
-18      

Those who died as Christians, God will 
bring to life with Jesus.    

 
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13         

 Look, the bridegroom comes. Go out to 
meet him.   


