
Prepare the way of the Lord…. We continue our preparations 

for the coming of Jesus, a time of waiting for the Lord who is 

coming to us. Therefore, it is a special time to remember with 

deep gratitude God’s great love for us. As much as we are 

waiting for Him and place our hope in Him, we can imagine 

how much more God is waiting and hoping for each of us per-

sonally to come to Him. It is the time when God shares His 

abundant love as we should share our love with Him and 

among others. This weekend we are invited by the Church to 

prepare for Christmas. Christmas is the time for reflection and 

personal renewal in preparation for the coming of Jesus into 

our lives in a deeper way.  The Gospel of this weekend invites 

us to prepare the way of the Lord, just as John the Baptist did 

by proclaiming His coming to all. He called them to prepare the 

way of the Lord, make His paths straight.   

 

John the Baptist invites us to turn this Advent season into a re-

al spiritual transformation by making the necessary prepara-

tions for the arrival of the Saviour and His ownership of our 

lives. John’s preaching reminds us also of our important task of 

announcing Christ to others through our lives at home and in 

the community. When we show genuine love, kindness, mercy 

and a spirit of forgiveness, we are sharing the truth that Christ 

is with us. Thus, our lives become a kind of Bible which others 

can read. Let us accept Jesus as our personal Saviour and Lord 

during this Christmas season and therefore be faithful Chris-

tians in our daily conduct.   

 

During this Advent let us prepare our hearts for Christ by turn-

ing away from sin and evil.  We are to give ourselves complete-

ly to God so that when Christ comes, or when we are called 

from this life, we are ready and prepared.  Let us use these 

days of preparation for Christmas to ready ourselves for 

Christ’s daily coming and Second Coming of Christ. 

 

Blessings,  

Fr. Dantus Thottathil 
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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   5.30pm  
Sunday     8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
APRE: Vivienne Thompson 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Sue 
Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Megan Bowden,  
Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  June Colch,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, Eileen MacDer-
mott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Barry Ahern, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Elizabeth 
Rejmer, Trevor Farley & Evelyn Neave & Jan Effiney. 
Recently Deceased: Sue Lamb. 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Francis Cosgrove, Arthur Gorski, Leslie Dossetto, Benjamin 
Longland, Allan Rogers, Margaret Catchpole, Olive Dean, John Milford, Kathleen Jessop, Madge Sapsford, William 
Peake, Daniel Barry, Marjorie Croft, Nancy Downing, Fred White, Margaret White, Barry Harding, Susan Ballinger, Jack 
Ballinger, Theresa Hourigan, Patrick Radford, John McKenna, Ken Murray, Ruby Johnston, Mary McNamara, Margaret 
Goakes, Patricia O’Leary, Betty Smith & Fay Thomas. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun – 10th Decem-
ber 

Mass @ 8.30am & 
5.30pm 

Mon - 11th Decem-
ber 

Mass @ 7am 

Tue - 12th Decem-
ber  

Mass @ 7am 
 

Wed - 13th Decem-
ber 

Mass @ 9am  
Memorial of St Lucy 

 

Thu - 14th Decem-
ber 

Mass @ 9am  
Memorial of  

St John of the 
Cross 

Fri - 15th December 
 

Mass @ 9am  
 

Sat - 16th December 

Devotion of the  
Holy Rosary@ 

7.30am– Church 
Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun – 17th Decem-
ber 

 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 
 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 

Your continued support for our Parish is much  
appreciated.   

Collections & Planned Giving:     BSB:064-786    
                                                            Acc: 100012966 
        Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-  Name: Camp Hill Parish 
               BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church. premises.  

 Thank you for your generosity.  

Quote of the week 

Life is never without a need 

never without a problem 

never without a hurtful 

moment…. 

But never forget that we 

have a Loving God  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:      David & Veronica Colch 
Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
Please contact David or Veronica, if you have any questions 
or concerns regarding Child Safety in our parish.  If you are 
not comfortable speaking to someone in the parish, or wish 
to make an anonymous disclosure,  PLEASE CONTACT 

STOPLINE  on 1300 304 550, aob@stopline.com.au; or 
www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com an external service pro-

vided by the Archdiocese to receive confidential & anony-
mous disclosures.   

Quote of the week 
 

In life, right things are not 
possible always. 

Possible things are not 
right always.  

Be true to your heart, 
You will be right always.                       

 

NEW TO THE PARISH  

If you are new to the Parish or have recently 
moved into this area, we warmly welcome 

you and your family. We invite you to join our  
Parish. Please contact the Parish Office on 

33981154 or  

email : stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

The December issue is now available in 
the church for just $4 per copy, or sub-
scribe to the weekly email. Please use 

only the Poor Box at the back of the church for coin donations to 
St Vincent de Paul and the box on the wall near the hall side 
entrance to the church to pay for the Leader. Thank you.           

St Vincent de Paul would like 
vouchers for the Christmas Ap-
peal  to be donated by Sunday 

10 December if possible. 
Please place them in the box 

on the stand near the ramp entrance to the church. There are 
also some envelopes still there for a monetary donation. Please 

place these of the collection plate.  Thank you .                   

Changes to the "The Leader" 
 
From January 2024 the Leader will no longer be distributed to 
parishes and will be available by subscription only. The De-
cember edition is available now for sale in the church and the 
Christmas edition will arrive later this month. You can take out 
a year's subscription for the print version  to be home deliv-
ered or opt to receive a digital ones.  To subscribe, please call 
3324 3555 or go to https:// catholicleader.com.au/
subscribe         
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Parish News & Notices 

 

 

Parish News & Notices 

With 2023 drawing to a close. This 
means that Ad-vent is on our door-
step! Amid the decorations and end 
of year activities, the season of Ad-
vent invites us to prepare our 

hearts for the most precious gift of all - Jesus - and to enter more 
deeply into the mystery of God’s love for us. This gift is for our 
children also, so the Evangelisation Brisbane Children & Fami-
lies Team have developed some free resources for you to share. 
Free resources are available at: Advent and Christmas with 
Kids - Evangelisation Brisbane 

Sacramental Preparation 2024 
First Reconciliation 
Enrolment/Commitment and Session 1 –  3/4 Feb 
Session 2 – 10/11 Feb 
Session 3 – 17/18 Feb 
Session 4 – 24/25 Feb 

Actual Celebration:  Sat 2 March @3.30pm. 
___________________________________________________ 
 
Confirmation Preparation: 
Parents Information Session – Wednesday 6 March @ 6.30pm 
Enrolment/Commitment and Session 1 – 9/10 March                      
Session 2 – 16/17 March 
Session 3 – 23/24 March                                                                
Session 4 – 20/21 April  
Rehearsal: Monday 29 April during school hours for St Thomas’ 
children. 
Actual Celebration: Wednesday 15 May @ 5pm and 7pm. 

 

Please join us for 
the Second Rite of 

Reconciliation  
during Advent.  

   
 Wednesday, 20th December  
at 6.30pm. All are welcome. 
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Readings 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent—Year B   
 
First Reading: (Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11)   
‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. ‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her 
time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from the hand of the Lord double 
punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a straight 
highway for our God across the desert. Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, let 
every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all man-
kind shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion. 
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah, 
‘Here is your God.’ Here is the Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things to him. The prize of his 
victory is with him, his trophies all go before him. He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in 
his arms, holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother ewes. 
  
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14       
Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.  
 
Second Reading: (2 Peter 3:8-14)   
There is one thing, my friends, that you must never forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like a day. The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, as anybody 
else might be called slow; but he is being patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and everybody to 
be brought to change his ways. The Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with a roar the sky will 
vanish, the elements will catch fire and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be burnt up.   
Since everything is coming to an end like this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while you wait and 
long for the Day of God to come, when the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt in the heat. 
What we are waiting for is what he promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place where righteous-
ness will be at home. So then, my friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live lives without spot or 
stain so that he will find you at peace. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  
all people shall see the salvation of God.  
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Mark 1:1-8)  
The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is written in the book of the prophet 
Isaiah:  Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way.  
A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight, and so it was that John 
the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All 
Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the riv-
er Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and wild 
honey. In the course of his preaching he said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful 
than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you with water, 
but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

For the Children... 
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  YEAR B  
 
The Bethlehem Candle 

There was lots that Mary and Joseph had to do to pre-
pare for the journey to Bethlehem before Jesus was 
born. Today, there are things that we can do so we are prepared 
for Jesus too. The second Advent candle is a candle of faith, faith 
in Jesus can be the greatest gift we may ever receive.  
 

LET US PRAY 
Dear Jesus,  You are always there for us, loving us and calling us 
to be better people. Help us have faith to trust you, to know you are 
here with us and you will always love us. Let our faith be a light 
unto the world of others. Amen 

Readings for Next Sunday 
 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT- YEAR B  

 
First Reading: Isaiah 61:1-2. 10-11           

 I exult for joy in the Lord.  
   

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-
24     

  May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul 
and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  
 

Gospel: John 1:6-8. 19-28 
    There stands among you, unknown to 

you, the one who is coming after me.  


