
THE ARCHBISHOP OF BRISBANE  

  

AUSTRALIA DAY MESSAGE  

 
Australia Day is marked in different ways by the different 

peoples who form the rich tapestry of this nation lying beneath the 
Southern Cross. For some it is a moment to look back with pride on the 
many achievements of Australia since 26 January 1788. What began as 
a penal colony became in a relatively short time a peaceful and prosper-
ous nation. It also became a stable democracy, sealed by Federation. 
None of this was easy, and Australia Day can be a time to give thanks 
for the sacrifices made.  

For others who have come to this land more recently, often escaping the 
horrors of war, persecution and poverty, it is a moment to give thanks 
for the new home they have found in this country where they have been 
able to recover hope and rebuild their lives. Australia has given them 
much, but they too have given Australia much; and for that we all give 
thanks on the national day. For the first inhabitants of the land Australia 
Day looks different. We cannot forget the injustice and dispossession 
they have known since 1788. Often they were displaced from their land; 
and Australia has slowly come to understand that to break the bond be-
tween Aboriginal peoples and the land was to do them great violence, 
communally and individually. The cornerstone of Aboriginal cultures was 
shaken, with devastating consequences for Aboriginal peoples’ sense of 
identity. This was made worse when children were removed from their 
families. To this day, we see the effects of this, described at times as 
intergenerational trauma. We who are not culpable are nonetheless re-
sponsible to do what we can to heal the wounds of injustice, since until 
those wounds are healed the claim that “all are equal” in this land will 
be little more than empty words. From 1788 until now, all have not been 
equal here; and they never will be until we remember in a way that 
reckons truthfully with the past and commits to doing what is necessary 
to heal the wounds. Until they are healed our national potential will nev-
er be fully realised, and Australia Day will not be the time of shared cel-
ebration it is meant to be.  

A national day can be for us all a moment of deeper reflection when we 
recognise that Australia, with its many peoples, is capable of great com-
passion and of a wisdom that understands the truth. It can be a day to 
recognise what this country can be, a land where all are in fact equal 
and can walk together into the future God is preparing.  
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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   5.30pm  
Sunday     8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:     7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am   
      
Reconciliation   
Saturday   5.00pm-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Parish Secretary 
Shanti Suppiah 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal - Liam Beatty 
APRE: Vivienne Thompson 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 
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God of all peoples, Lord of the journey who always walk with us, 
in this land you have blessed us with the first inhabitants of the land 

who have loved it through the ages: for them we give you thanks. You 
have blessed us in the settlers who made this land their home, and 

forged a nation with their toil: for them we give you thanks. You have 
blessed us in the many peoples of different languages and cultures 

who have found a new home here: for them we give you thanks. We 
ask that you make a home among us, so that justice and truth may 

flourish here and all Australians may walk together into the future you 
are preparing: for that we give you thanks. Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

+ Mark Coleridge Archbishop of Brisbane 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/


 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Mur-
phy, Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Me-
gan Bowden,  Carmel Horn,  Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon,  Judith Angela, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu, Eileen 
MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Shirley Mead, Don Cattanach, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Elizabeth 
Rejmer, Trevor Farley & Evelyn Neave & Jan Effiney. 
Recently Deceased:  Kay Warwick Vidal. 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Desmond Neave, Norma Lucas, Mervyn Scanlan, Pauline 
De Leacy, James Brown, Margaret Jones, Ellen Clarke, Mervyn Dean, Dorothy O'Brien, Florence Harris, Kevin 
Gee, Leo Burton, Vivian Aguila, Kenneth Russell, Norm White, Andrew Fleming, Maud Shannon, Olive Dean, 
Charlotte Gordon, Evelina Puntil, Thomas Mackenzie, Lea Trainor, Glen Carter, John Barker, Leo Ryan, Dennis 
Scott, Catherine Goodwin,  Filippa Zammit,  Russell Fitzpatrick,  Ernest Swan,  Ronald Henry,  Ronald Ellis, Vic-
toria Mercie, Tim O'Neil,  William ‘Bill’ Spamm, Mary Hall, Myra Dickson, Teresa Simento, Josephine Podesta, 
Bruce McCormack, Joan Smith. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program. 

Your continued support for our Parish is much  
appreciated.   

Collections & Planned Giving:   BSB:064-786    
                                                            Acc: 100012966 

   
  Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ 
All other deposits:-  Name: Camp Hill Parish 

               BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  

premises.  
 Thank you for your generosity.  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:      David & Veronica Colch 
Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
Please contact David or Veronica, if you have any ques-
tions or concerns regarding Child Safety in our parish.  If 
you are not comfortable speaking to someone in the par-
ish, or wish to make an anonymous disclosure,  PLEASE 

CONTACT STOPLINE  on 1300 304 550, 
aob@stopline.com.au; or 

www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com an external service 
provided by the Archdiocese to receive confidential &  

anonymous disclosures.   

The Week Ahead 

Sun –28th January 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

Mon—29th January Mass @ 7am 

Tue – 30th January  Mass @ 7am 

Wed –31st January 
Mass @ 9am  

Memorial of St John 
Bosco 

Thu –1st February 
Mass @ 9am  

 

Fri - 2nd February 

Mass @ 9am  
followed by  

Benediction and 
 Adoration 

Feast of The Presen-
tation of the Lord 

Sat - 3rd February 

Devotion of the  
Holy Rosary@ 

7.30am– Church 
Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun – 4th February 
Mass @ 8.30am & 

5.30pm 

NEW TO THE PARISH  

If you are new to the Parish or have recently moved into this 
area, we warmly welcome you and your family. We invite you to 
join our  Parish. Please contact the Parish Office on 33981154 

or  email : stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

Quote of the week 
Always pray to have 

eyes that see the best, 

a heart that 

forgives the worst, 

a mind that 

forgets the bad, and 

a soul that 

never loses faith.    

We welcome…  
Alexander & Harry Guy 

sons of Anna & James Guy being baptised in our 
Church this weekend. May Jesus, who loves all children, 

bless your  precious child  with love and peace on this 
special day and always. 

Baptisms 

ST THOMAS PLAYGROUP 
Come along and join our St Thomas mums & 
bubs every Monday (during School Term)  in 

the Parish Hall from 9.30am to 11.00am.  
For any enquiries, please email Amanda Bidston at  

amanda.bidston@outlook.com. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  
CHILDREN’S LITURGY   
8.30AM MASS EVERY 

SUNDAY   

mailto:lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
mailto:aob@stopline.com.au
http://www.bnecatholic.stoplinereport.com
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Parish News & Notices 

Sacramental Preparation 2024 
 

First Reconciliation 
 

Enrolment/Commitment and  
S ession 1 –  3/4 Feb 

Session 2 – 10/11 Feb 
Session 3 – 17/18 Feb 
Session 4 – 24/25 Feb 

 
Actual Celebration:  Sat 2 March @3.30pm 

___________________________________________ 
 

Confirmation Preparation: 
 

Parents Information Session – Wednesday 6 March @ 
6.30pm 

 
Enrolment/Commitment and  

Session 1 –  9/10 March                      
Session 2 – 16/17 March 
Session 3 – 23/24 March                                                               
Session 4 – 20/21 April  

Rehearsal: Monday 29 April during school hours for St 
Thomas’ children. 

 
Actual Celebration: Wednesday 15 May @ 

5.30pm 

Brisbane East Deanery Scripture Group The Bris-
bane East Deanery will begin Hebrews: The New 
and Eternal Covenant, an 8-week study by Dr An-
drew Swafford and Jeff Cavins, in the week starting 
Monday 22 January with daytime sessions on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and evening sessions 
on Tuesdays and Fridays. The course will finish in 
the week ending Friday 22 March. This study will 
highlight the critical distinctions between the Old 
and New Covenants and give participants an ap-
preciation of the riches God has given them in the 
New Covenant. For more information or to register 
your interest, lease contact Louise Simento on 
0456 700 040.  

Catholic Charismatic Renewal Brisbane -  
Healing of the Family Mass  

Where: St John’s Church, 688 Nudgee Rd, 
Northgate. 
When: 11.00am, Saturday 3 February Prayer Sup-
port Teams available after Mass, followed by BYO 
Lunch.  



Readings 
 

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year B   
 
First Reading: (Deuteronomy 18:15-20)   
Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from among yourselves, from 
your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you yourselves asked of the Lord your God 
at Horeb on the day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor 
look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; and the Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I 
will raise up a prophet like yourself for them from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he 
shall tell them all I command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, shall 
be held answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have not com-
manded him to say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”’ 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 94:1-2. 6-9        
If today, you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
 
Second Reading: (1 Corinthians 7:32-35)    
I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he 
need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to bother about the world’s affairs and devote 
himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same way an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can 
devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry about is being holy in body and spirit. The married 
woman, on the other hand, has to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. 
I say this only to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that everything is as 
it should be, and that you give your undivided attention to the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! 

A people in darkness have seen a great light: 
a radiant dawn shines on those lost in death. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel: (Mark 1:21-28)  
Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus went to the syn-
agogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on them because, unlike the scribes, 
he taught them with authority. 
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted, ‘What do you 
want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are: the Holy One of God.’ 
But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions 
and with a loud cry went out of him. The people were so astonished that they started asking each other what 
it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to 
unclean spirits and they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding 
Galilean countryside. 

For the Children... Readings for Next Sunday 
 

5th Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
 Yr B 

 
First Reading:  Job 7:1-4. 6-7       

    I am filled with sorrow all day 
long.  

   
Second Reading:  

1 Corinthians 9:16-19. 22-23  
 Punishment will come to me if I 

do not preach the Gospel.  
 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39     
   He cured many who suffered 
from diseases of one kind or  

another.  


