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St Thomas the Apostle Parish 
Camp Hill 

Pentecost Sunday 

1st reading: Acts 2:1-11 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak different languages.  

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13  In the one Spirit we were all baptised, making one body. 

Gospel: John 20:19-23  As the father sent me, so I send you: Receive the Holy Spirit. 

As the requiem Mass and ceremony of my dad’s funeral was being livestreamed, this much I could see: on the 
faces of my family members was written one of humanity’s greatest fears, which is the certainty of death. That 
which we’ve heard happen around us has come upon us. Perhaps it was the fear of dad’s eternal departure or 
maybe that of helplessness that comes with many “ifs”. If only we could turn back the hands of time; if only we 
could say in the words of Jesus: “Come out” and “unbound him”[Jn. 11:43]. However, on my part, as I watch 
from a distance, crying was more of a relief. I wept! In the end, it was a beautiful requiem Mass. It finally turned 
out well. Relatives made demands; stories were shared of my dad’s growing up by his contemporaries; the 
passing to the world beyond was complete. 
 

It is likely the disciples who have shared in the joys and sorrows of Jesus, their master, felt depressed, afraid, 
and “groaning in labor pains” [Rm.8:22] within themselves at the reality of Jesus not being with them physically. 
However, Jesus reassured them: “I will never leave you as orphans. I will send you the Holy Spirit.” On this 
promise rested the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Pentecost feast where the disciples were emboldened and 
charged to get about proclaiming the gospel to all creation. Thus the spiritual growth begun with Baptism and 
has found constant nourishment in the Eucharistic bread, finds completion with decent of spirit of the Risen 
Lord Jesus on us at Confirmation. From thence onwards “rivers of living water will flow from within us because 
we believe”[ Jn. 7:38].  
 

As for us, and on our reflection, we’ve found how the spirit of God has evidently manifested in our Christian 
worship and through our lives with “a gift which is also for service”[ 1Cor. 12:7]. We have experienced a        
constant safeguarding of our faith in and through the auction of the holy spirit. Our human response meant the 
opening of our heart to allow the spirit of God be our mutual possession and the comfort we mostly need at the 
point of personal doubts and anxiety. Now we know from the readings this weekend the power of human future 
lies to the extent we allow ourselves be under the influence of the Holy Spirit as we have traditionally prayed in 
the Church:  

    Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful: And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

 Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created: And you will renew the face of the earth.  

    Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit  you have taught the hearts of your faithful.  

    In the same Spirit help us to relish what is right and always rejoice in your consolation.  
    We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

God Bless, Fr Christopher 

St Vincent de Paul  Winter Appeal 
 

Thank you for your great response to our St Thomas's 
Winter Appeal last weekend. If you took an envelope 
home, please return and place them in the collection 
baskets at the entrance and exit doors. Some spare    
envelopes will be on the stand where The Leader is in 
case you were not at Mass last weekend.  
 

These envelopes  cater for cheque, cash, credit card   
donation or if you prefer, voucher donation.  There is 
now the option of a direct transfer to our bank account 
bsb 064 786 acc no 100026595. If you wish to donate 
this way  please email the parish office with your name, 
address and amount donated.  Donations of $2 and over 
are tax deductible (excluding vouchers).    

 

Many thanks for your ongoing  support.     

Pentecost...Did you know? 
 

 The word Pentecost comes from the Greek for 
fiftieth day.  

 Pentecost Sunday ends the season of Easter 
 Many Christians recognize Pentecost as the 

birth, or the birthday of the church as it was 
the day the Holy Spirit entered the apostles and 
they began spreading the gospel of Jesus and 
gathering  believers. 

 Red is the colour of Pentecost, symbolising God’s 
love, blood and fire. It represents the tongues 
of fire that came to the apostles and gave them 
the ability to understand any language to enable 
them to spread the word of God.  



 

Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
 

The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, 
Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Olive Kiely, Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  
Balcombe, Fr Ted Houlihan, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  
Cletus Obi, Mark, Marjorie Cusack, Joe Sherlock, Sue Lamb, Jacob Mu,  

Megan Bowden, Camel Horn. 
 
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
 Blue Smith, Peter Ryan, Margaret Murray, Benjamino Giacomodonato, Anthony Volmer, Beryl 
Robinson, Justin Cosgrove, Gordon Bissett, Les Bertini, Savatore Vitale, John Leahy, Aileen 
Cokayne, Fr Bob Mitchell, Rita Leslie, James O'Connor, Darcy Dickson, Dorothy Vaughan, Marie 
Fitzpatrick, Mary Rafferty, Suzanne Ballinger, Geraldine Simento, Irene Matthews, Michael 
O’Connor, Des O’Toole, Sid O’Toole, Joseph ‘Gerry’ Cremin, Mona Costa, Margaret Simson, Bill 
Collins, Russell Lea, Tom Killian, Edie Coughlan, Brian Harding Sr 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
 

31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 
 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 
 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 

8:30 am - 1:30pm:  M/T/Th/F  
 

PARISH TEAM: 

Parish Priest - Fr Christopher Obi  

obic@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Secretary  
Ms Lisa Moroney  
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

 
 

This week is the final week of the St Thomas’ school 
‘Baby Give Back’ appeal 

 

Baby Give Back helps babies to get a safe start in life 
by providing pre-loved & essential baby items to 

those who may not have easy access to them.  
 

Items needed include: 
* Nappies, wipes, nappy cream  *  kids/adult toiletries 
* excellent condition kids clothes (to Size 12 ) & shoes 

* car seats less than 8 years old 
 

ITEMS CAN BE DROPPED TO THE  
PARISH HALL ON: 

 

Friday 28th May from  8.00-8.30am  
 

Thank you for your support! 

Come join the Brisbane East 
Deanery Scripture Study Group. 
This study will run over 8 weeks with each session 
lasting approximately 90mins. 

 

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible 
Dates confirmed Wed 7 July morning Our Lady of Graces 

 and Friday 9 July evening St James  
We will also be running a 24week Bible Timeline Course 

which is the extended version of Unlocking the Mystery of 
the Bible for those interested. 

 

FINAL NUMBERS REQUIRED BY 1ST JUNE TO ORDER BOOKS 
 

Get the ‘Big Picture’ of the Bible  
and see how it relates to your everyday life 

 

Please contact your parish secretary to register interest. 
OR email Deanery Scripture Study Group DSSG at   

stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
OR contact Louise Simento Ph: 0456700040  

or Sue Mulligan 0410342058 for details 
No prior Scripture/Bible Study is required.          

All are Welcome. 

“Pentecost is the moment when  
a heart of stone is shattered  

and a heart of flesh takes its place.”  
 

~ Fr Raneiro Cantalamessa ~ 
(Preacher to the Papal Household) 

 Collection Plate 
 

We are really pleased to let you know that from next 
weekend - 29/30 May - we will be  once again taking 

the collection plate around.   
 

In keeping with Covid-safe practices, the plate will be handled by one person who 

will carry it around and offer it to the congregation.  
 

We really appreciate your ongoing support.  
 

If you would like to consider giving electronically, please visit our website: 

https://www.camphillcatholicparish.org.au/planned-giving.html 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
mailto:stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
https://www.camphillcatholicparish.org.au/planned-giving.html


 

Parish News & Notices 

 
Dear Volunteers 

 

St Thomas’ Parish would like to extend  
a big THANK YOU  

for the contributions you have made   

and continue to make -   

to our parish.  
 

We couldn’t do it without you!  
 

We invite you to join us for  

a special Mass and Morning Tea  

to show our appreciation.  

 
8.30am Mass on Sunday 30th May 

followed by Morning Tea 
 

Please RSVP for catering purposes at: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/154647592111 

 

LORD MAYOR’S  

PRAYER BREAKFAST 
 

Wednesday 2nd June, 6.45am  
at Brisbane City Hall.  

 
The Brisbane Lord Mayor’s Prayer    
Breakfast is an opportunity for  Brisbane’s 
church communities to come together - a 
wonderful celebration of Brisbane’s    
Christian groups and a chance to connect 
and pray together.  
 

Pricing: Ticket - $35.00 including GST  
     1 Table - $280.00 including GST  
     (strictly 8 people per table)  

 
Includes hot breakfast with fruit & pastry, 
and continuous tea and coffee.  
 

Ticket sales close 12noon, Wednesday 
26th May 2021, or until sold out.  
 

Book here :  
Lord Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast bookings  
or go to: www.96five.com and follow the 
links. 

National Volunteer Week is celebrated in the week from 17th to 23rd May. In our community we have     
delayed our celebration to Sunday 30th May when we will hold a Volunteer Appreciation Mass & Morning 

Tea. Details on how to register are below and we hope to see many of our volunteers there. 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/154647592111
https://www.conferenceonline.com/conference_invitation/24295/?key=10A5FE27-0CA6-F590-E6E49BBECF69ACF7


 

Parish News & Notices 

Fr Christopher would like to share some pictures from the burial of his father, Cletus Obi, in Nigeria and     
extends his thanks for your support during this difficult time.  

 

Did you know Catholic Mass (Mass for You at Home) is 
broadcast on free-to-air television each Sunday morning 
at 6am on Channel 10 and WIN.  
 

This August will mark 50 years of the program on air—it 
is believed to be the longest-running program on       
Australian commercial television!  
 

Let family and friends know they can pray along at 
home if they are unable to attend their local parish.  
 

They are also looking for support to keep this service 
going. Any prayers or financial support you can offer are 
much appreciated.  
 

Find out more at www.massforyou.com.au  

http://www.massforyou.com.au

