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Fr Dantus Thottathil
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St Thomas’ School

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

17th July 2022

Always welcome the Lord into your home and heart….
The central themes of today’s readings are the importance of hospitality in Christian life and the necessity of listening to God before
acting. Both the first reading and the Gospel speak of the true
meaning of hospitality and graciousness; and for a Christian, these
are always a symbol of openness and a welcoming attitude… an
open heart… an open ear…. an open mind to God and God’s word.
In the first reading Abraham and Sarah extend hospitality to the
three mysterious visitors. This is what is expected of all people towards travellers in the culture of the time. But there is something
different here. Somehow, Abraham knows that these three visitors
are not just any old travellers, but are actually Angels, representing
the presence of God. The hospitality of Abraham is a symbol and
example of graciousness, openness and compassion. It is what is
expected of all who follow God. By being open to all people in this
way one’s heart is the fruit of being open to God Himself.
This lesson is reinforced in the Gospel. It is a beautiful passage,
but, it is also a very misunderstood situation. It can be quite confusing. It may be helpful to keep in mind that Jesus is very good
friends with both Mary and Martha. He is not rebuking Martha. But
He is gently teaching her that, although He deeply appreciates and
values her hospitality and welcome and the meal she is rushing to
prepare there is something else to consider. Ultimately these important actions are a foretaste and a symbol of the true hospitality
and welcome that comes from sitting at the feet of the Lord and listening to Him and learning from Him, being a disciple of Christ and
therefore open and responsive to God’s Word and God’s teachings.
And this is what Mary is doing, and it is not to be taken from her.
Jesus is not contrasting a strictly contemplative life with the active
life. Both are necessary. The one thing necessary is to listen to Jesus and to ponder His words deeply. Without His spirit, activity can
be empty, misguided and even harmful. We need, and our homes
need, and our world needs the saving spirit of Jesus. First and foremost, we need to listen and be open to this. Today our Lord asks us
to practise this generosity and graciousness towards all others, in
practical and loving ways, and in polite society as well as in the ordinary and casual events of life too.
Dear parishioners, we now welcome our new Parish Secretary Joanne Shay to our parish family and Jo brings with her many valuable skills and talents to serve our parish community well. I would
also like to express my gratitude and deep felt thanks on behalf of
the parish to Veronica Colch who has been Acting Parish Secretary
for couple of weeks.

Blessings,
Fr Dantus Thottathil

10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL 4152
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Principal - Paula McConnon
(Acting)
APRE
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St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,
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We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,
Sue Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Jayne and Devan, Eileen MacDermott, Kui Liu,
Lorraine O’Leary, Moyra Walls, Patrick Brown. Shirley Mead.
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:

Dorothy Thomsen, Joseph Walsh, John Condon, Doris Carey, Elsie Smollen, Edward Welsh, Coronato Said, Sam Said, Beverley Croning,
May Andrews, Jack Ballinger, Marie Welsh, Cecily Murray, Imelda Kitchen, Margaret McArdle, Maree Wynn, Brian McNamara, Ronald Dendle, Josephine Beh, Karen Daley, Eric Johnston, Joseph Shannon, Anton Swajczak, Helena Swajczak, Fr Tom Hegarty, James Montgomery, Rosemary Dugdale, Mary James, Daniel (Don) Buckley, Florence McKenna, Noel Tessman, Brian McKee, Mark Moloney, Ivy Fanning,
Thelma Mitchell, Neville Stewart, Mary Smith, Moira Cremin & Noel Ives, Keith Jealous

Call for Volunteers

Covid has changed our lives—
but as we come out of most of the
restrictions, we need to build our
parish ministries and that means our
volunteers again The parish needs volunteers for all weekend masses:
Sacristan duties, Ministers of Holy Communion,
Readers, Altar Serving, Screen Operators,
Hospitality and Singers and all musicians.
If you are already listed as a volunteer in our parish and
would like to assist again in one of the many ministries,
please call the parish office on 3398 1154 or email us at
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au.
If you’d like to help and are not already a volunteer in
our parish please register at: http://archbne.org/
welcome and we will be in touch.
Full training is provided to all volunteers.
MASS INTENTION ENVELOPES:

If you would like to request a Mass intention, please print details clearly on
the Mass Intention envelopes, if the
person to be prayed for is living or deceased (RIP), an anniversary, ill or a
thanksgiving for a special occasion and
put it, in offertory box during Mass or given to the
Priest at the end of Mass. The envelopes are available in our church near the parish newsletter box or
from the parish office.

The Week Ahead
Sun - July 17th

16th Sunday of Ordinary Time
@ 8.30am Mass at 5.30pm

Mon - July 18th

Mass @ 7am

Tues - July 19th

Mass @ 7am

Wed - July 20th

Mass @ 9am

Thur - July 21st

Mass @ 9am

Fri -

July 22nd

Feast of St Mary Magdalene
Mass @ 9am

Sat - July 23rd

Mass @ 5.30pm

Sun - July 24th

17th Sunday of Ordinary Time
School House Mass at 8.30am
evening Mass 5.30pm

Quote of the week
Worry is a conversation
you have with yourself
about things you cannot
change.
Prayer is conversation
you have with God
about things He can change.

Social Justice Statement 2022 – 2023
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference will launch their new Social Justice Statement, Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse, nationally in early August. It explores the
roots of violence and pays particular attention to the impact of violence on women and
children. It proposes a number of responses from faith communities to violence in the
community. The text of the Statement and other resources will become progressively
available, but liturgy notes are already available at:
https://socialjustice.catholic.org.au/2022/06/09/sjs2022-23/?
utm_campaign=Social+Justice+Statement+2022-23
Printed copies of the Statement and the accompanying prayer card will only be available
through a direct order from the printer.
A Brisbane launch of the Social Justice Statement will take place at St. James’ Hall, 92
Kirkland Avenue, Coorparoo, on Tuesday 23 August, at 7 for 7:30 PM. All are welcome
to this event which will also be livestreamed

When Archbishop Duhig came to Brisbane after being the
Bishop of Rockhampton since 1905, there were on the
south side of the river only two parishes: St Mary’s, South
Brisbane and St Joseph’s, Kangaroo Point. He succeeded
Archbishop Dunne in January, 1917, and ruled the Archdioceses until his death on 10th April, 1965.
The first church was blessed and opened on February
11th, 1923 under the patronage of St Thomas.
When he returned to Camp Hill at the age of 87 to bless
and open the new brick church on 26th October, 1958,
he was able to say with pride that he had established over
sixty parishes in Brisbane alone. One of the first of these
was Coorparoo, where the first St James’s church was
blessed and opened in August, 1913

Parish News & Notices
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN

ALTAR SERVING?
Altar Servers or Junior Ministers have an
active role in the Order of the Mass every Sunday and on special feasts and occasions. The primary role of the altar
server is to assist Father in the celebration of the liturgy during Mass. Equally
as important, they assist the community
in prayer through their actions and symbolism. This Ministry is open to boys and girls who have
received their Sacraments of Initiation. ie Reconciliation,
First Eucharist and Confirmation. At the end of the Sacramental Program each year all children are invited to be
part of this Ministry. It is an excellent starting point for becoming part of Catholic Community Activities. Full training
and ongoing support is provided.

LITURGICAL MUSICIANS
TRAINING DAY

Please
contact
the
Office
via
Email
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au or Contact the parish office
on 33981154
if you wish to register your interest.

Volunteers required
For Mater Parent Aide Unit

We are seeking experienced parents and grandparents to assist
isolated and vulnerable families with a young baby by offering
emotional support, practical assistance and encouragement in parenting.
How do volunteer Parent Aides help?
What do we offer volunteer Parent Aide?
An information session will be held on Friday 12th August 2022
from 10 –11 am .
RSVP by 9th August. Attendance at this session can be in person
or via video conferencing.
Training will be held from 9.30am to 2.30pm during August and
September.
If you are interested and would like further information, please
contact us: Parent Aide Unit Phone :07 3163 2234
Email parentaideunit@mater.org.au
Hello, my name is Joanne Shay and I
have just spent the past 6 years at Seton
College as school officer and Campus
Minister. I thoroughly enjoyed my role
working alongside the students at
Seton College and I look forward to
meeting you all. I am very excited
about my new position here at St
Thomas The Apostle Parish and the new
challenges that this role will bring.

Clairvaux MacKillop College 2022 College Tour
Friday 22 July 2022
9.00am to 10.30am

SATURDAY 6 AUGUST 2022
9:00am – 3:30pm
ST LAURENCE’S COLLEGE,
SOUTH BRISBANE
Workshops will be conducted by experts in the
field who are not only church musicians, but also
professional working musicians.

Please click on the link below to view information about the workshops and the presenters, and to select which workshops you wish to
attend. There is also a link on this page to purchase either an individual or a group ticket.
https://liturgybrisbaneworkshops.weebly.com/
WORKING BEE – CHURCH GROUNDS
SATURDAY 23 JULY 2022
8.00AM TO 11AM (NO LATER)
MEET / REGISTER IN CHURCH CARPARK.
TASKS: WATERJET
Fenced area between hall and road – heavy clean.
Between Church and hall – light clean.
Between Church and lawn – light clean.
MULCH Move to designated area.
GARDEN Collect fallen branches.
BRING Waterjet, hoses, extension cord, ear and eye
protection or Wheelbarrows, fork, shovel, rake.
Gloves, appropriate footwear, water bottle, energy.
If you can come part of the time you are most welcome.
Convenor
Brian Tully
Mobile 0421 869 089

Readings
16th Sunday of Ordinary Time Year C
First Reading: (Genesis 18:1-10)
The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance of the tent during the
hottest part of the day. He looked up, and there he saw three men standing near him. As soon as he saw them
he ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them, and bowed to the ground. ‘My lord,’ he said, ‘I beg you, if I
find favour with you, kindly do not pass your servant by. A little water shall be brought; you shall wash your feet
and lie down under the tree. Let me fetch a little bread and you shall refresh yourselves before going further.
That is why you have come in your servant’s direction.’ They replied, ‘Do as you say.’
Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah. ‘Hurry,’ he said, ‘knead three bushels of flour and make loaves.’
Then running to the cattle Abraham took a fine and tender calf and gave it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it. Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate while he
remained standing near them under the tree.
‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him. ‘She is in the tent,’ he replied. Then his guest said, ‘I shall visit
you again next year without fail and your wife will then have a son.’
Responsorial Psalm:

The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

Second Reading: (St Paul to Colossians 1:24-28)
It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am suffering now, and in my body to do what I can to make up all
that has still to be undergone by Christ for the sake of his body, the Church. I became the servant of the
Church when God made me responsible for delivering God’s message to you, the message which was a mystery hidden for generations and centuries and has now been revealed to his saints. It was God’s purpose to
reveal it to them and to show all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The mystery is Christ among you,
your hope of glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone and
instruct everyone, to make them all perfect in Christ

Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy are they who have kept the word with a generous heart
And yield a harvest through perseverance.
Alleluia!

Gospel: (Luke 10:38-42)
Jesus came to a village, and a woman named Martha welcomed him into her house. She had a sister called
Mary, who sat down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha who was distracted with all
the serving said, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister is leaving me to do the serving all by myself? Please tell
her to help me.’ But the Lord answered: ‘Martha, Martha,’ he said, ‘you worry and fret about so many things,
and yet few are needed, indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the better part; it is not to be taken from
her.’
.

For the Children...
The 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time

Make time to listen
Martha and Mary lived in Bethany, a small village
near Jerusalem. They were close friends of
Jesus, who often came to visit them when he
passed that way. Mary loved spending time listening to Jesus.

LET US PRAY

Lord Jesus,
we pray that we will always make you welcome and be ready to
spend time listening to the word of God.

Readings for Next Sunday
24 July
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading:
Genesis 18:20-32
Second Reading:
St Paul to the Colossians 2:12-14
Gospel:
Luke 11:1-13

