
  
 
 
 

  What should I do to prepare myself for Mass? 
Dear Parishioners, as some of our children and their parents are 
preparing for the First Holy Communion in few weeks’ time I 
would like to share some thoughts to make our attendance of 
Mass more effective and meaningful.  
When we tune in more for the Mass we receive God in two pri-
mary ways: through His Word and the Eucharist. One of the 
most important things to do in order to prepare for Mass is to 
plan your schedule around Mass, and not Mass around your 
schedule.  By planning your day around spending time worship-
ping God, you automatically put God in the place of highest pri-
ority.  Instead of trying to find a Mass time that fits your sched-
ule, you are able to worship with your local parish community 
each week.   
As we enter into His presence in our churches, do we recognise 
and acknowledge that the Lord of Lords and King of kings is 
there waiting for us to come before Him? Do we look around at 
who else is there in the church and ignore God? Do we stroll in 
and up to our friends, start talking to them, and ignore God? Do 
we enter and wander to our seats, where we wait for things to 
start happening, and ignore God? Whom have we really come to 
see, to speak to, to listen to, to adore? Where is our reverence 
for God?  
We need to allow our soul time to disconnect from the distrac-
tions of the world. So, when you get to Mass, focus on the tab-
ernacle and remember Who’s inside. There’s no better way to 
put yourself in the right frame of mind for Mass than some face 
time with Jesus Who invited you. 
The second way to prepare for Mass is to look at the Scripture 
readings ahead of time.  If you read the readings before you go 
to Church, when you hear them proclaimed, the Word of God 
will have more familiarity and God will be able to use the Scrip-
tures to speak to you more easily.  Spending quality time in 
prayer with the readings before Mass, whether ten minutes or a 
half hour depending on your schedule, will significantly improve 
your receptivity to God’s Word as it is proclaimed.  

Receiving the Sacrament of Penance, if necessary, is another 
form of preparation.  It is important to be in a state of grace be-
fore receiving Jesus in the Eucharist. Many Churches conven-
iently offer reconciliation before at least one of the weekend or 
weekday Masses.  And the priest is also available by calling the 
parish office to book a time.     Finally, it is important to arrive 
at the Church a few minutes early to pray.  Aside from avoiding 
the hassle of trying to search for a last minute parking space, it 
allows a few minutes to quiet ourselves both externally and in-
ternally. 

Blessings,   Fr Dantus Thottathil 
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CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday     5.30pm  
Sunday       8.30am  
Sunday       5.30pm  
 

Weekday Eucharist  
Mon/Tues    7.00am  
Wednesday    9.00am 
Thursday     9.00am  
Friday       9.00am  
Public Holiday   9.00am  
 

Reconciliation   
Saturday evenings 5.00-5.20pm 
 

Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

Anointing of the Sick during Mass  
Thursday 15th Sept @ 10.30am  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Secretary  
Ms Jo  Shay 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Caroline Sarra — Chair 
 

Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek — Chair 
 

St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal  - Paula McConnon 
(Acting) 
APRE    - Larissa Skuce (Acting) 

 

St Thomas the Apostle Parish     
Camp Hill 

 

“My Lord and My God” 

St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the 
land on which we gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,  

who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years. 
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Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
 

The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,  
Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden, Carmel 
Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Jayne and Devan, Eileen MacDermott, Kui Liu,  
LorraineO’Leary, Moyra Walls, Shirley Mead., Don Cattanach.,  
 

Recently deceased   Pat Smith, Patrick Brown.  
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:   
Joan Dennis,Jack Glockner, Mary Ellis, Hilda Burke, Elizabeth Ives, Corliss Newman, Terence Sullivan, Dorothy Traynor, Maureen Morris-
sey, Eulalie Patterson, John Seppanen, Graham Underwood, John Proudfoot, Eileen Dendle, Athol Wild, Lee Hunt, Ted Hanns, Bill O’Brien, 
Helen Bemrose, Fay Gee, Lurlene Kent, Annie Buckley, John Ashwell, Dermott Casey, Margaret Moffat, Peter Riley, Alice Pacey, Lynette 
Buesel, Diana Calvisi, Lance Fry, Betty Watt, Dot Kelly, Daphne Waller, Shirley Tessman and Hilary Petrie. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun - August 14th 
20th Sunday of Ordinary 

Time 8.30am evening 
Mass 5.30pm  

Mon August 15th 

 
The ASSUMPTION of the 
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. 

Mass @ 9 am 
 

 
 

Tue - August  16th 
 

Mass @ 7am 
 

Wed - August 17th NO MASS 

Thu - August 18th Mass @ 9am 

Fri -    August 19th Mass @ 9am  

Sat -  August  20th Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun - August 21st 

21st Sunday of Ordinary 
Time  

 Mass at 8.30am evening 
Mass 5.30pm  

  

We come with nothing,  

 

A little remembrance in  

 

Music practice for Fr Dantus Installation Mass.  
All welcome  - Adults, children, singers and musicians.  

Keep these dates free to come and sing along in prep-

aration for this special occasion. 

St Thomas Parish Church - 

Saturday 13th August @ 3.30pm (all welcome) 

St. Thomas Parish Strategic Planning 
 
Covid has shown us that we have an opportunity to 
re-think how we do things in changing times. When 
we embrace new ideas better outcomes can be 
achieved for our community. With that thinking in 
mind, at the beginning of 2022, the Parish Pastoral 
Council and Finance Council approved a motion to 
form a committee to create a strategic plan for the 
Parish.   
 
We are receiving assistance from Evangelisation 
Brisbane, the Parish Leadership Team (an agency of 
the Archdiocese) who has previously helped other 
parishes with this process. The purpose of the stra-
tegic plan is to capture our values and develop initi-
atives that will see our wonderful Parish thrive into 
the future.  
 
Commencing on the week-end of 27/28 August, we 
will start a series of videos during Mass to help us 
all think about what we want this parish to be and 
achieve. The first part of the strategic planning pro-
cess will culminate in a parish summit on 15 Octo-
ber 2022. We’d love if you can put this date claimer 
in your diary now! You can expect to receive regular 
communication from the parish about the strategy 
planning process.  
 
The plan is the result of a strong collective effort by 
committed parishioners representing St. Thomas 
Parish and I encourage you to embrace the process 
and the plan and to play your role in implementing 
it so we can all make this great Parish of ours even 
greater! Your input and feedback will be greatly val-
ued through this process. 
 
Fr. Dantus and the Parish Leadership Team.  

 



Parish News & Notices 

  On Sunday we have a celebration of 
Baptism in our Church and  

  we will welcome 
    

Hamish William Boulton 
       Son of Thomas and Heather 

 
Matilda Mia McCosker 

 Daughter  of  Gregory and Catherine 
 
Max David Kirkup & Madeline Lilian Kirkup 
        Son and daughter of Brian and Isabella 

   MASS  INTENTION  ENVELOPES 
 

If you would like to request a Mass intention, 
please print details clearly on the Mass Intention 
envelopes, if the person to be prayed for is living or 
deceased (RIP), an anniversary, ill or a thanksgiving 
for a special occasion and put it, in offertory box 
during Mass or given to the Priest at the 
end of Mass. The envelopes are availa-
ble in our church near the parish news-
letter box or from the parish office.  

 

  

  St Thomas  Baptisms 

 

 

 
All welcome to join the celebration of Fr Dantus Installa-

tion Mass. Feel free to bring along a plate to share. 

 
We are also asking for assistance for serving of the food 

that will take place in the hall after the service. Please 

The next meeting of the Brisbane East Deanery Pastoral Council will take place on Thursday the 18th August at 

7.00pm at the Hall at Sts Peter and Paul’s Parish, Bulimba.  

Please note change of date and venue. 

 

 
Parish Finance Council Call for  

New Members  
 

We are seeking expressions of interests or 
nominations for additional one new member to 
the Parish Finance Council.   

Their role is to offer the Parish Priest and Parish 
advice and assistance in the execution of parish 
financial administration duties.  

They help us maximise our financial resources 
and avert potential financial problems. The PFC 
meet once every three months.   

If this interests you, please contact the Parish 
Office on 3398 1154, stthom-
as@bne.catholic.net.au or talk to Fr. Dantus.  

 

Life doesn’t allow for us to 

go back and fix what we have 

done wrong in the past, 

But it does allow for us to  

live each day 

better than  

our last. 
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Readings 
 

     TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C  

First Reading : Jer 38:4-6. 8-10  

The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestiona-
bly disheartening the remaining soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by talking like 
this. The fellow does not have the welfare of this people at heart so much as its ruin.’ ‘He is 
in your hands as you know,’ King Zedekiah answered ‘for the king is powerless against 
you.’ So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of 
the Guard, letting him down with ropes. There was no water in the well, only mud, and into 
the mud Jeremiah sank. 

Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to the king. ‘My lord king,’ he said, ‘these 
men have done a wicked thing by treating the prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown 
him into the well where he will die.’ At this the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the fol-
lowing order: ‘Take three men with you from here and pull the prophet Jeremiah out of the 
well before he dies.’  

Responsorial Psalm:    Lord, come to my aid!  

Second Reading   Heb 12:1-4  

With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us, we too, then, should throw off 
everything that hinders us, especially the sin that clings so easily, and keep running steadi-
ly in the race we have started. Let us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and 
brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy which was still in the future, he endured the 
cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and from now on has taken his place at the right 
of God’s throne. Think of the way he stood such opposition from sinners and then you will 
not give up for want of courage. In the fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep 
fighting to the point of death.  

Gospel Acclamation      Alleluia, alleluia! 

                       My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; ; 
                       I know them, and they follow me.  
                       Alleluia!  

Gospel:  Lk 12:49-53  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 
blazing already! There is a baptism I must still receive, and how great is my distress till it is 
over! ‘Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather di-
vision. For from now on a household of five will be divided: three against two and two 
against three; the father divided against the son, son against father, mother against daugh-
ter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law.’  

                                                                                                                                                                                       

For the Children… 

TWENTIENTH SUNDAY ORD TIME YEAR C  
Jeremiah in the well 
God’s people had turned away from him to worship false gods and 
lead wicked lives. God sent the prophet Jeremiah to tell the people 
to turn back to him, or their lives would end in disaster. 

LET US PRAY 
God is goodness itself and he loves those who share his goodness with others by 
their words and actions. 
He will surround them with his love and always watch over them.  (Psalm 11:7) 

Readings for Next Sunday  
21st August  

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

First Reading:  
Is 66:18-21 

Second Reading:  
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13  

 Gospel: 
Lk 13:22-30   
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