
  
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmanuel: Our God-with-us….  
 
This weekend, while celebrating the last Sunday of Advent prior 
to the feast of Christmas Day, we connect with the greatest joy 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary who awaited the coming of Baby Je-
sus into the world. We can see now why our Lord comes to us 
through the Blessed Virgin Mary, as humble and helpless as 
every newborn. He wants to give us new life in Him. Further, 
we can see why the Church celebrates Advent year after year, 
as a time of preparation and penance, so that we are truly 
ready to welcome our Infant Jesus at Christmas. 
 
Christ is born for us. Christ’s life is given to us, not just to re-
ceive as we would material Christmas gifts but to receive Him 
as He gives Himself to us at Christmas. For us to more fully 
welcome the Christ Child, the time to prepare is the season of 
Advent. Here we are with Christmas just a few days away. It is 
getting very close. We can use this time well, too. To begin 
with, we fix our heart on the season: the coming of Christ our 
Saviour. 
 
How does God want us to prepare for Christmas? A good way is 
a personal cleansing. This may be a new arrangement of our 
priorities. Advent is an opportunity to examine our circum-
stances and choices in the light of the Holy Spirit. Christ is born 
for us, let us make sure that we prepare our hearts like Mary 
and Joseph did. Even at such a busy time, this is the time to 
pause and reflect, to know the grace and reality of God’s for-
giveness and of His hope in the promise given to us.  Let us 
prepare our hearts for Christmas, to welcome our God who 
comes to us in the form of a helpless child.  May the child Jesus 
fill us with His peace and heal all the wounds deep within so 
that His light may shine in our world. On the evening Tuesday 
20th December we will celebrate together the second rite of 
Reconciliation. The celebration will take place at 6.00pm in our 
St. Thomas’ church. All welcome.  
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CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday  - Christmas Eve     
Childrens Family Mass   5.30pm 
Christmas Vigil Mass   7.30pm 
Sunday        
Christmas Day      8.30am 
No evening Mass 

Weekday Eucharist  
Mon/Tues            7.00am  
Wednesday           9.00am 
Thursday             9.00am 
Friday                9.00am   
Public Holiday           9.00am  
 

Reconciliation   
Saturday evenings  5.00-5.20pm 
 
 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
Tuesday 20th December 6pm 
PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Secretary  
Ms Jo  Shay 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Caroline Sarra — Chair 
 

Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek — Chair 
 

St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
Epcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal -  Mr Liam Beatty 

 

St Thomas the Apostle Parish     
Camp Hill 

 

“My Lord and My God” 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custo-
dians of the land on which we gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and 

emerging,  

Blessings,    Fr Dantus Thottathil 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/


 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish News & Notices 

 We remember in our prayers 
 

The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,  
Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan  
Bowden, Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Eileen MacDermott,  
Kui Liu, LorraineO’Leary, Shirley Mead., Don Cattanach, Alex Stegman, Barry Ahern, Brian Toon, Rod Grove. 
 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Francis Cosgrove, Arthur Gorski, Leslie Dossetto, Benjamin Longland, Al-
lan Rogers, Margaret Catchpole, Olive Dean, John Milford, Kathleen Jessop, Madge Sapsford, William Peake, Daniel Barry, Marjo-
rie Croft, Nancy Downing, Fred White, Margaret White, Barry Harding, Susan Ballinger, Jack Ballinger, Theresa Hourigan, Patrick 
Radford, John McKenna, Ken Murray, Ruby Johnston, Mary McNamara, Margaret Goakes, Patricia O’Leary, Betty Smith, Fay 
Thomas. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun  Dec 18th 
8.30am evening Mass 5.30pm 

Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A 
 

Mon 19th Dec 
 

Mass @ 7am 
 

Tue 20th Dec 

Mass @ 7am 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
6pm 

Wed 21st Dec 
Mass @ 9am 

 

Thu  22nd Dec 
 

Mass @ 9am 
 

Fri   23rd Dec 
Mass @ 9am 

 

Sat  24th Dec 
Christmas Eve 

Family Mass @ 5.30pm 
Christmas Vigil Mass @7.30pm 

Sun  25th Dec 
Christmas Day 
Mass at 8.30am  

NO SUNDAY EVENING MASS 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
With Advent and Christmas Masses fast approaching, we 
need to seek the help and assistance of anyone who can 
help with music and forming a Christmas choir for this Ad-
vent and Christmas season.  
If you could be of assistance please make yourself known 
to Father or contact Jo in the parish office on 3398 1154 or 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. We would like to build a 
strong and vibrant choir to celebrate this festive season. 

    Carollers Required 
 

We have been invited to sing at  

Camp Hill Aged Care Home,  

15 Orwell St Camp Hill 

On Wednesday 21st December from 6pm 
Please let Veronica or Neisha know if you would like to be a 

part of the group.     0438 826 524  

Christmas Eve 

 Saturday 24th December  

  Childrens Family Mass  5.30pm 

and 

  Christmas Vigil Mass 7.30pm 

Christmas Day 

Sunday 25th December 8.30am 

No Sunday evening Mass 

Christmas 

Mass  

Times 

Quote of the week 
 
 

All beautiful things 
start from heart 

all bad things start from 
mind 

So never let the mind rule 
your heart 

let the heart rule your mind 

Baptisms are generally celebrated at St Thomas' on  
the second and fourth Sunday of each month at 10am.   
Baptism Registration forms can be found on the  
St Thomas Parish Website  
(stthomas@bne.catholic..net.au)  
Or you can contact Jo in the Parish Office. 

mailto:stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 

 

 

Quote of the week 

  “In this life we cannot  

always do great things.  

But we can do small things  

with great love”. 

                                            Mother Teresa  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News & Notices 

       

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas 

Mass 

Times 

2022 

Saturday 24th 
December Chil-
drens Family 

 

Dear Lord,  

We ask you to bless all of the police officers in our 
community. We pray for them to be safe and 
healthy as they protect us, and that they will be 
able to go home at the end of their shifts.  

We pray that those who have been injured or killed in the 
line of duty will receive your loving embrace in heaven. 
We pray especially for Constable Matthew Arnold and 
Constable Rachel McCrow and their families. May they 
rest in peace, knowing that you are with them always. 
Amen. 

The parish office is on the lookout for someone to kindly 
mow the parish lawn for just a few months while our reg-
ular volunteer is away. 
As you are aware it is not a large area. Please contact Jo 
in the Parish office if you can help. 3398 1154. Thanks. 
Thank you. 

Volunteers required to set up / assist with the 

Sunday morning coffee gathering after morning 

mass. Please contact Jo in the Parish office on 

3398 1154. We look forward to hearing from you.  

“The best therapy is time spent  

                      laughing with good friends” 
 
 
 
 
 
Journey through Advent with Caritas Australia’s 
new Parish Resource, useful for small groups or 
individuals.  
 
Exploring seasonal themes of peace, hope, joy 
and love through a social justice lens, this re-
source offers Gospel readings, stories of people 
Caritas Australia serves, reflection questions, 
prayers, song suggestions and ideas for putting 
faith into action.  
Visit www.caritas.org.au/advent to download 
the resource. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the most striking and consistent themes in 
the consultation process of the Plenary Council was 
the call for more and better formation in faith for all 
the Baptised. In response to this call, the Archdioce-
san Centre for Catholic Formation has been 
launched in order to engage the baptised in a deep-
er experience of God as understood and experi-
enced in the Catholic tradition. 
 
Catholic Foundations module 1:  
Catholic Theology in context 
At the heart of the centres offerings are the four 
core modules entitled “Catholic Foundations”. Each 
module includes 10 sessions supported with individ-
ual reflection and a certificate awarded for comple-
tion. The modules will be spread across four semes-
ters in 2023 and 2024 and cover theology, scrip-
ture, sacraments and mission. 
To find out more, head to catholicformation.au. 

https://www.caritas.org.au/advent/


Readings 
 

. 
 

            FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT : YEAR A  

First Reading:  (Isaiah 7:10-14) 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming either 
from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the 
Lord to the test.’ 
Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: 
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 
without trying the patience of my God, too? 
The Lord himself, therefore, 
will give you a sign. 
It is this: the maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to a son 
whom she will call Immanuel, 
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ 

 
Responsorial Psalm:  (Psalm 23:1-6. r EE W 7. 10)  Let the Lord enter: he is King of glory. 

 

Second Reading:  (Romans 1:1-7) 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and specially cho-
sen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago through his prophets in the scrip-
tures. 
This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the human nature he took, was a de-
scendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit 
of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power through his resurrec-
tion from the dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the 
obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, 
and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, 
called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:      Alleluia, alleluia! 
                      A virgin will give birth to a son; 
                   His name will be Emmanuel: God is with us.               
                   Alleluia! 
Gospel:    (Matthew 1:18-24) 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but be-
fore they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her 
husband Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to di-
vorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home 
as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth 
to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from 
their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 
and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the 
Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home. 
 

Readings for Next Sunday   
25th December 

The Nativity of the Lord 

 

First Reading:  

(Isaiah 9:1-7) 

A son is given to us.  
Second Reading: 

(Titus 2:11-14) 

Gods grace has been revealed to all people.  
 Gospel: 

(Luke 2:1-14) 

 Today a saviour has been born for you. 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  YEAR A              

The Angels Candle 
Jesus is sometimes known as the ‘Prince of Peace’ as he brings peace to those who know him. 

The fourth Advent candle represents peace, and just like the Angels shared a message of 
peace, we are called to bring peace to the world.  

LET US PRAY 
Dear Jesus,  
Help us be messengers of peace in our world today. In the moments when we are frustrated or angry with 
others, remind us of the peace you bring to the world and help us bring that peace to our situation. Let our 
peace be a light unto the world for others. Amen 


