
Another Advent… This weekend, we begin a new year in the 
Church’s liturgical calendar. And it starts with a season that is both 
gentle and powerful: Advent. The word Advent comes from the 
Latin adventus, meaning “coming.” Immediately we think of 
Christmas - of preparing to celebrate Christ’s birth in Bethlehem. 
But Advent is much richer and deeper than simply counting down to 
December 25. The Church teaches that during Advent we reflect on 
three comings of Christ. First, we remember His first coming, when 
Jesus took on our human flesh and entered the world as a child in a 
humble stable. This is the mystery of the Incarnation, God 
becoming one of us, Emmanuel, God is with us. Second, Advent 
invites us to look ahead to His final coming, when Christ will return 
in glory at the end of time. This is not meant to frighten us but to 
remind us that history is moving toward God and that our lives 
have a purpose and a destination. We are called to live alert, 
awake, and ready to welcome Christ whenever He comes. The third 
coming is perhaps the most easily forgotten: Christ’s daily coming 
into our lives. God enters our hearts through prayer, through the 
quiet promptings of the Holy Spirit, through Scripture, and most 
especially through the sacraments above all, the Eucharist. Every 
encounter, every moment of grace, every act of kindness can 
become an opening through which God draws near to us. Advent 
teaches us to recognise these sacred moments.  

 
One of the most beloved symbols of this season is the Advent 
wreath. Its circular shape reminds us of God Himself without 
beginning or end. On the wreath are five candles. Four stand 
around the edges usually three purple and one rose and in the 
centre is the large white candle, the Christ Candle, which is lit on 
Christmas to signify Jesus, the Light of the World. Each outer candle 
carries a meaning rooted in the spiritual journey of Advent. The first 
candle, symbolises Hope, the deep longing of God’s people for the 
Messiah. The second candle, represents Peace. The third candle, 
rose coloured, is lit on Gaudete Sunday and symbolises Joy, 
reminding us that the Lord is near. The fourth candle, stands for 
Love as we approach the celebration of Christ’s birth. The gradual 
lighting of these candles marks our steady pilgrimage toward the 
Nativity, Sunday by Sunday, week by week. 
 
So how do we prepare for this Christmas in a truly Catholic way? 
Advent encourages us to slow down, to pray more deeply, to make 
space in our hearts. It is a season for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation, for renewing our love for the Eucharist, for acts of 
charity, forgiveness, and patience. Instead of rushing into the noise 
of the season, Advent calls us into a quiet but joyful expectation. As 
we begin this holy season, let us walk together in hope, peace, joy, 
and love as we prepare to celebrate the coming of our Saviour. 

Blessings, 
Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 

St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  

Office hours: 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 
 

Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday :  5.30pm  
Sunday   :  8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday  & Tuesday:    7.00am  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday &       
Public Holiday:        9.00am  
       
Reconciliation   
Saturday  : 5.00pm-5.20pm 
 
Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr. Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
David Colch 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 
Parish Secretary 
Maria Palacio 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 
St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
 
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom 
Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan 
Effiney, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu,  Eileen MacDermott,  Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen,  Trish Buckle,  
Elizabeth Rejmer, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo 
Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne 
Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, Mildred Duncan & Paul Duncan. 
 
Recently deceased: Dorn & John  Robson Petch, John Nye Boustead . 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Harold Homann, Margaret McCann, Helen Malcolm, Leonardo Mariano, 
Leonard Smith, Mary McMahon, Arthur Poole, Leo Shipperley, Cliff Dennis, Marie Holdsworth, Harold Gilder, Margaret 
Kilmartin, Joyce Ireland, Patricia Hodges, Anna Graham, Patricia Peake, Norman Corrie, Reg Gamble, Sheila 
O’Donoghue, Brian Down, William Bozier, Moira Murphy, Rose Knauth, Stephen Lam, Robert Rafter, Luigi Marinucci, 
John Fry, Janina Pokoj, Celie Cosgrove, Elva Hargraves, Eugene Vidulich, Basil Nolan. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.  
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.   
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits:-  

Name: Camp Hill Parish  
BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  premises.   

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:      David Colch 
Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 

This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian 
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on 
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT: 

Phone 1 300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  

Liturgy Roster 

Mass Organisers Welcome/ Prayers of the 
Faithful 

1st Reader 2nd  
Reader 

THIS WEEK Communion  
Minister 

Mary Harris  Brian Kilmartin & Caitie 
Duncan 

Brian Kilmartin Caitie Duncan Sat 29th Nov – 
5.30pn 

Mary Harris  

Required Mary & Lyn Kasatchenko     Mary Rejmer Paul Mead Sun 30th Nov– 
8.30am 

Tess Paolucci 

Sun 30th Nov – 
5.30pm 

   Catherine 
 Dimmick  

 John Mackie   Catherine 
Dimmick 

John Mackie    Catherine Dimmick  

NEXT WEEK      

Mary Harris  Brian Kilmartin & Caitie 
Duncan 

Brian Kilmartin Caitie Duncan Sat 06th Dec – 
5.30pn 

Mary Harris  

Required Kathleen Armstrong  Carmen 
McCrone  

Bryanna  
Witehira  

Sun 07th Dec– 
8.30am 

Lyn Kasatchenko 

   Angelique Cahill 
(Rejmer)  

 Georgia Bergen 
& Brian Harding 

  Brian Harding Georgia Bergen Sun 07th Dec – 
5.30pm 

   Chris Harding  

The Week Ahead 

Sun– 30th 
Nov 

First Sunday of Advent  
Year A  

Mass @ 8.30am & 5:30pm 

Mon– 01st 
Dec 

Mass @ 7.00am 

Tue– 02nd 
Dec 

Mass @ 7.00am 
 

Wed– 03rd 
Dec 

 
Mass @ 9.00am 

Memorial  St Francis Xavier, Priest 
 

Thu– 04th 
Dec 

Mass @ 9.00am 
 

Eucharistic Adoration   
@ 6pm to 9pm 

Fri– 05th 
Dec 

Mass @ 9.00am 
 

followed by  Benediction and 
 Adoration 

Sat– 06th 
Dec 

Devotion of the  
Holy Rosary@ 7.30am – Church 

 
Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm 

 

Sun– 07th 
Dec 

Second Sunday of Advent  
Year A  

Mass @ 8.30am & 5:30pm 
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Parish News & Notices Parish News & Notices 

Contact us.  0438826524  

Vinnies Christmas Appeal  
The unrelenting cost of living 
crisis continues to put much 
pressure on vulnerable peo-
ple, with soaring costs of rent, 
food, and electricity. St Thomas the Apostle St Vincent 
de Paul Conference asks that you join with us in offer-
ing a hand for Christmas and beyond to those living in 
Camp Hill and nearby suburbs who need assistance 
in    Due to security concerns we will not be using 
the donation box in the church and ask that you 
place donation envelopes, vouchers on the collec-
tion plate at Mass or take to parish office during of-
fice hours, over the next 2 weeks.     
  
Ways to Donate 
Direct transfer to our bank account: BSB 064 786  Acc 
no: 100026595. Please make a clear reference on your 
payment and send an email to the Parish office with 
your name, address and amount given for your receipt 
(stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au) 
  
Credit card or cash donations can be placed in the Ap-
peal envelopes on the stands near the exits of the 
church. Otherwise use a clearly marked envelope with 
same details inside the envelope. Please put your email 
address for credit card donations as receipts for these 
are emailed to you by our State Office.  Credit card de-
tails are not emailed but hand delivered to the state of-
fice for processing ensuring security.    
Although credit card donation receipts are processed by 
our state office, all of the funds go towards  helping our 
local families in need.         
  
Single store vouchers from Coles, Woolworths, Aldi, 
Kmart, Target, Best and less to go on the collection 
plate. If you can't find single store vouchers then gift 
cards from Coles/Myer or Woolworths Group are ok 
too. No Eftpost vouchers please.    
 
All monetary donations over $2 are tax deductible but 
unfortunately vouchers are not .    
Thank you for your continued support   
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Readings 

First Sunday of Advent Year A  
 
First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5  

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

In the days to come the mountain of the Temple of the Lord shall tower above the mountains and be lifted 
higher than the hills. All the nations will stream to it, peoples without number will come to it; and they will 
say: ‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the Temple of the God of Jacob that he may 
teach us his ways so that we may walk in his paths; since the Law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of 
the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 

He will wield authority over the nations and adjudicate between many peoples; these will hammer their 
swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles. Nation will not lift sword against nation; there will be 
no more training for war. O House of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1.  

Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.   

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14  

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when we 
were converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up all the things we prefer 
to do under the cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as 
people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and no wrangling or 
jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia, alleluia!  

                 Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
                 and grant us your salvation. 
                Alleluia!  

 
Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in 
those days before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the 
day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be 
like this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is taken, one left; of two women 
at the millstone grinding, one is taken, one left. 

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your master is coming. You may be quite sure of 
this that if the householder had known at what time of the night the burglar would come, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. Therefore, you 
too must stand ready because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

 
Second Sunday of Advent Year A  

 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10  

He judges the poor with justice.  
 

 Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9  
Christ, the hope of all people.  

 
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12   

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.  

For the Children… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa002
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom013
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw024
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa011
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw003

