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The Ascension of the Lord, Year A

When I was a boy, Sir Edmund Hillary came to speak at my school. I can
remember the fuss surrounding the visit of the first person to scale Mt
Everest. And though there is now a school of thought that holds that he
was beaten to the summit by Tenzing Norgay, his Tibetan colleague, there
was an aura around this New Zealander who had been to the top of the
world.

Some of my usually dour teachers were in awe of Sir Edmund. There was
more than a little hero worship going on that day. Rather surprisingly in
his address Sir Edmund did not say very much about his adventure to the
peak. He was much more interested in what we do to each other on the
plains than what he did on the mountain top. He spoke about justice,
peace and the dignity of humanity. I can vividly remember him sending us
out at the end of his speech to create a better world for all people
everywhere. When questions came, there were several about whether he
felt closer to God at the top of Mt Everest, and although he said he did, he
mentioned there were life and death moments on the way up and down,
where God's presence and companionship were much more real to him.

Hillary's visit to my school is not far from what happened to the disciples
in today's Gospel. Matthew tells us that the eleven men who worshipped
Jesus were commissioned by him to go out to the world and they were
promised that he would stay with them until the end of time.

Worship is a word Catholics don't use all that often. While other
denominations describe their liturgy as ‘worship’, we tend to use it only in
a more secular way like in *hero worship’ or ‘not an altar at which I
worship’. The concept behind this word, however, is an important one. To
worship God is to admit that we are not God. We are creatures and our
worship is directed toward our Creator, Saviour and Sustainer.

Whether we realise it or not we are commissioned to go out to the world
at the end of every liturgy, ‘Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” This
changes our worship. We are not here just for ourselves. Mass, which
comes from a word meaning ‘to be sent’, indicates that our liturgy is
about celebrating what God has done in the world in and through us, and
is a preparation for what God still wants to accomplish.

Finally, we continue to experience the abiding presence of Christ in our
daily lives or else we wouldn't be here. God, as revealed in Jesus Christ, is
not distant to our lives or impervious to our needs; we believe in a
Companion-God who seeks our company as much as we need his.

In this Mass, then, let's thank God for the mountain top of Christ's
Ascension that lifts us up out of our everyday life to celebrate that we are
creatures, not the Creator. Let us hear again Christ's call to each of us to
move away from the complacency of a spiritual cafeteria to a church
moving out to change the world. And let's rejoice in Christ's presence
which abides before us, behind us, over and in us, within and without,
now and forever. Amen.

Richard Leonard S]j is the Director of the Australian Catholic Office for Film and
Broadcasting,

We at St Themas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we
gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land

for thousands of years.
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Parish News & Notices

We remember in our prayers

The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda
Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman, Kui Liu, Eileen MacDermott, Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove,
Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo
Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and §
Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton.

Recently deceased: Mildred Duncan, Rick Rooke, Eleanor Hart (sister of Fr Jim Browne)

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Blue Smith, Peter Ryan, Margaret Murray, Benjamino Giacomodonato,
Anthony Volmer, Beryl Robinson, Justin Cosgrove, Gordon Bissett, Les Bertini, Savatore Vitale, John Leahy, Aileen
Cokayne, Fr Bob Mitchell, Rita Leslie, James O'Connor, Darcy Dickson, Dorothy Vaughan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Mary
Rafferty, Suzanne Ballinger, Geraldine Simento, Irene Matthews, Michael O’Connor, Des O’Toole, Sid O’Toole,
Joseph ‘Gerry’ Cremin, Mona Costa, Margaret Simson, Bill Collins, Russell Lea, Tom Killian, Edie Coughlan,
Bernadette Moy & Brian Harding (Senior) .

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT The Week Ahead
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: || Sun— 17 May
- Name: Camp Hill Parish Mass @ 8.30am & 5:30pm
BSB:064-786 Acc: 100005597
* We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church premises. Mon - 18 May No Mass until further notice
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.
Tue - 19 May No Mass until further notice
St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives:
Name: Michael Williamson Phone: 0439535654
Contact:  Isr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. Wed—20 May Mass @ 9.00am
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT:
Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au Thu - 21 Ma Mass @ 9.00am
y Eucharistic Adoration 6-9pm
Fri - 22 May Mass @ 9am
Devotion of the
Sat - 23 May Holy Rosary@ 7.30am — Church
Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm
Pentecost
Sun- 24 May Year A
Mass @ 8.30am & 5:30pm
. Welcome/ Prayers of 2nd Communion
THIS WEEK Mass Organisers the Faithful 1st Reader Reader Minister
Sat5?360:\3n:1y - Required Paul Bergin Paul Bergin Irene Poh Required
Sug.;zal\:l:y— lubu Kelly Amagiilslclzggan & Amanda Sheridan Paul Mead Tess Paolucci
Sun 17 May - . Oostenbroek Family & . Zuzana Horniak/ .
5.30pm Zuzanna Horniak Caroline Sarra Kathryn Flint Erica Brauer Zuzanna Horniak
NEXT WEEK
Sat5.2330l'\allr:y - Required Mary Harris Mary Harris Required Mary Harris
Sun 23 May- J M &T i T ie &J .
ug_mamay Moyra Walls amgsJa:nr;r; Da\?i?mle James Mann ammlljeaViS ames Amanda Sheridan
Sun 24 May - . Angelique Cahill . . . .
5.30pm Caroline Sarra & Caroline Sarra Angelique Cahill Required Caroline Sarra
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We are very greatful for the wonderful team of
committed volunteers who help out at Masses
each week, and are hoping to find more people to
join the team.
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™

We are seeking more volunteers for our roster of
Mass organisers, readers, and Communion

Join us fot St Thomas SOE ministers.
leP.thLLP.tu‘LO.E CQEQbIQtLO n Could you help out one weekend a month?
and Family Mass!

If so, please contact the parish office for more

Sundag 2".th MaU information: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
8.30am s F B[ FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI

Comeintraditional dress
Bring morning tea to share!

Volunteers - Children’s
Liturgy of the word

V\/ould \you like to be involved in f‘acmmhng ﬂ
f* our Children's l_\mrg\es’?
‘/ \

\/\/e are looking for people willing to yun
CLOWV once per term during the Sunday
morning Mass alongside another volunteer

I this sounds like something you are
interested in, please contact the parish office
: for more information:
stthomas@bne.catholicnet.au 2 =
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Draw some of the disciples when they met Jesus for the last time before he ascended into heaven. /
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Pentecost Year A

Go therefore and make discipies of all nations, baptizing them a
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to

speak different languages.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3-7, 12-13
In the one Spirit we were all baptised, making one

body.

Gospel: John 20:19-23

As the Father sent me, so | send you: Receive the
Holy Spirit.
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First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11

In my earlier work, Theophilus, | dealt with everything Jesus had done and taught from the beginning until
the day he gave his instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, and was taken up
to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days
he had continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of God. When he had been at table
with them, he had told them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had promised. ‘It
is’ he had said, ‘what you have heard me speak about: John baptised with water but you, not many days
from now, will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him, ‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to restore the
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has decided by his
own authority, but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the
earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their sight. They were
still staring into the sky when suddenly two men in white were standing near them and they said, ‘Why
are you men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the same way as you have seen him go there.’

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6

God mounts his throne to shouts of joy:
a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:17-23

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of
what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit and
how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you can tell from the strength
of his power at work in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or Domination, or any other name that
can be named, not only in this age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his feet, and
made him, as the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who
fills the whole creation.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.
| am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When
they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and spoke to them. He
said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the
nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to
observe all the commandments | gave to you. And know that | am with you always; yes, to the end of
time.
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