
Some years ago, Pope John Paul II went to Lima, Peru. There he was met by a 
massive crowd of two million people. Instead of the usual greetings from the 
President and the Cardinal, two people from a shantytown stepped forward to the 
microphone. Their names were Irene and Viktor Charo. As the huge crowd went 
quiet, they begin to speak to the Pope. ‘Holy Father, we are hungry, we are sick, 
we lack work, our children die before their time. Yet we believe, Holy Father, we 
believe in the God of life. And we hunger for bread.’ Before a hushed crowd, the 
Pope replied in his best Spanish. ‘You tell me you hunger for bread.’ ‘Yes, yes’, the 
millions yelled in reply. ‘You tell me you hunger for God’, said the Pope and again 
the crowd swelled with an emphatic ‘Yes! Yes!’ ‘I want this hunger for God to 
remain; I want your hunger for bread to be satisfied.’ 

The Pope then turned to the generals and the wealthy politicians gathered there – 
many of them devout Catholics – and said very starkly, ‘I won't simply say share 
what you have. I will say give it back. Give it back – it belongs to the poor.’ 

As extraordinary as the Pope's words were that day, Jesus' words about the 
Eucharist in today's Gospel are even more so. In the sixth chapter of John’s 
Gospel many people were so horrified by the claims Jesus makes for the reality of 
his presence in the Eucharist, they stopped following him. John clearly links Jesus 
giving himself for the sake of God's kingdom and our redemption, with the 
communion we share with Him in every Mass. When we receive the Risen Christ in 
communion it's not a symbol of his presence or a sign of his life to which we say 
‘Amen’. It is Christ who hosts us, who gives us himself so that we might be 
transformed into His image and likeness. In modern language Christ says to us at 
every Mass, ‘Here I am, broken and poured out in love for you. Take me. I'm here 
for you.’ The danger with all gifts, and most especially with this gift, is that we can 
think it’s just for us, an intimate moment between each of us and Christ. It is that, 
but it's also much more. St Augustine in a sermon on the Eucharist on 9th August 
413 wrote that the Mass was about three things: goodness, unity and charity. 
Augustine taught that if we were not better people, working for unity and loving 
each other away from the Eucharist, it fails to achieve its purpose. 

Hence, like the Pope in Peru, many people have linked the reception of the Bread 
of Life here with the giving of bread which sustains life away from here. On 
average in our world 26,000 die every day of starvation. John F Kennedy observed 
in 1961, ‘The only thing standing between us and the elimination of hunger is our 
desire to see it.’ We could feed all the world’s poor. We choose not to. 

In a talk on the Eucharist, the then Jesuit General, Fr Pedro Arrupe said, ‘while 
there is hunger in the world then our Eucharists are incomplete’. By this he didn't 
mean that when we gather for Mass anything is wrong. Rather he meant that 
when we gather around this holy table for this sacred meal while people still 
starve in the world, then something vital is lacking. There's an emptiness. 

Yet it’s an emptiness that invites us in. The God who comes to us at every 
Eucharist as real food is the same God that asks, ‘When I was hungry, did you 
feed me?’ This question says that just as God feeds us, so we too should and can 
feed each other. May this feast of the Body and Blood of Christ give us the 
strength of our convictions. May the real food and drink we provide away from this 
sacred table prove to the world the power of the Eucharist to change us into a 
people that are good, unifying and loving. And may we not just share with the 
poor from our excesses, but give them back the food that is rightly theirs. 
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St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish 
Camp Hill 

CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  

Office hours: 
Mon, Tue, 8:30 am - 1:30pm 

Fri  10:30 am - 1:30pm 

 

Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday   : 5.30pm  
Sunday   :   8.30am & 5.30pm  
 
Weekday Eucharist  
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday & Public Holiday: 
9.00am         
 
Reconciliation   
Saturday  :    5.00pm-5.20pm 
 
Adoration and Benediction  
1st Friday After 9am Mass  
 

PARISH TEAM: 
Parish Priest   
Fr. Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Local Safeguarding Rep 
Michael Williamson 
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au  
 
Parish Secretary 
Maria Palacio  
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Parish Pastoral Council 
Michael Williamson—Chair 
 
Parish Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair 
 

ST THOMAS’ SCHOOL 
10 Stephen Street, Camp Hill 4152 
Ph: 07 3398 6633 
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we 
gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land  

for thousands of years. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, 
Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, 
Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu,  Eileen MacDermott, 
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and 
Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, 
Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, 
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne. 
 

Recently deceased: Mildred Duncan, Rick Rooke, Eleanor Hart (sister of Fr Jim Browne) 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Josephine Charlson, Saviour Paul Said, Neil Hendry, Colin Kiely, 
Peter Hellwig, Merryl Hooke, Sheila Wallace, William Vaughan, Kevin Hutton, Mary James, Kerrie Rimbert, Grace 
Hardy, Robert Graham, Yvonne Behm, Julieanne Handcock, Betty Stephens, Robert Imecs and Br John Ehlefeldt 
msc. and George Axisa. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.  
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.   
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: 

 
-  Name: Camp Hill Parish  

BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  premises.  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:  Michael Williamson    Phone: 0439535654  

Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian 
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on 
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT: 

Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  

Liturgy Roster 

Mass Organisers 
Welcome/ Prayers of 

the Faithful 
1st Reader 

2nd  
Reader 

THIS WEEK 
Communion  

Minister 

Michael Williamson 
Irene Poh & Amanda 

Yeates 
Irene Poh Amanda Yeates 

Sat 11 Apr – 
5.30pm 

Mary Harris 

Amanda Sheridan 
Mary Rejmer &  

Mary-Louise Shearer 
Mary Rejmer 

Mary-Louise 
Shearer 

Sun 12 Apr – 
8.30am 

Amanda Sheridan 

Sun 12 Apr – 
5.30pm 

Caroline Sarra 
Oostenbroek Family & 

Caroline Sarra 
Oostenbroek 

Family 
Caroline Sarra Caroline Sarra 

NEXT WEEK      

Tammie Davis 
Paul Bergin & Irene 

Poh 
Paul Bergin Irene Poh 

Sat 18 Apr – 
5.30pn 

Tammie Davis 

Iubu Kelly 
Amanda Sheridan & 

Paul Mead 
Amanda Sheridan Paul Mead 

Sun 19 Apr– 
8.30am 

Tess Paolucci 

Zuzanna Horniak Erica Brauer Kathryn Flint Zuzanna Horniak 
Sun 19 Apr – 

5.30pm 
Zuzanna Horniak 

The Week Ahead 

Sun– 07 Jun 

The Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ Year A 

@ 8.30am First Holy Communion 
Mass  

Mass @ 5:30pm 

Mon - 08 Jun 
 Mass @ 9:00 AM 

 

Tue - 09 Jun Mass @ 9:00 AM 

Wed - 10 Jun 
Mass @ 9.00am 

 

Thu - 11 Jun 
Mass @ 9.00am 

Memorial St Barnabas, apostle 
Eucharistic Adoration 6-9pm 

Fri - 12 Jun 
Mass @ 9am  

Solemnity The Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus 

Sat - 13 Jun 
Devotion of the  

Holy Rosary@ 7.30am – Church 
Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun– 14 Jun 

Eleventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time Year A 
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @ 

5:30pm 

Liturgy Roster 

Mass Organisers 
Welcome/ Prayers of 

the Faithful 
1st Reader 

2nd  
Reader 

THIS WEEK 
Communion  

Minister 

Mary Harris  
Viv & First Holy 

Communion Children 
Brian Kilmartin Caitie Duncan  

Sat 06 Jun – 
5.30pm 

Mary Harris & 
Tammie Davis 

Moyra Walls  Viv & First Holy 
Communion Children 

Carmen 
McCrone   

Bryanna Witehira  
Sun 07 Jun– 

8.30am 
Lyn Kasatchenko & 

Veronica Colch 

Sun 07 Jun – 
5.30pm 

Angelique Cahill 
(Rejmer)  

John Mackie & Brian 
Harding 

Brian Harding John Mackie Chris Harding  

NEXT WEEK      

Michael Williamson  Irene Poh &  
Amanda Yeates  

Irene Poh Amanda Yeates  
Sat 13 Jun – 

5.30pm Required  

Amanda Sheridan  
Mary Rejmer & 

Mary-Louise Shearer  
Mary Rejmer Trish Surawski 

Sun 14 Jun– 
8.30am 

Amanda Sheridan  

Caroline Sarra  
Oostenbroek Family 

& Caroline Sarra  
Oostenbroek 

Family 
Caroline Sarra  

Sun 14 Jun – 
5.30pm 

Caroline Sarra  
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Parish News & Notices Parish News & Notices 

Contact us.  0438826524  

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  
This Winter more and more people are facing cost of living 
pressures. An unexpected medical expense, the loss of a job 
or a relationship breakdown and the skyrocketing rent can 
push people into homelessness.  YOUR KINDNESS THIS 
WINTER 
can help with living expenses, accommodation for someone 
in our local area at risk of homelessness.    
 
Ways to donate: Directly to our SVDP bank account BSB 
064786 Acc 100026595. If donating to the bank account 
please email the parish office with your name, address and 
amount donated and this will be forwarded on to us for 
the receipt or email Chris 
to:  harding12@bigpond.com   Envelopes will be on the 
stands at the four main church entrances and these can be 
used for cash, cheque or credit card donations.  Please 
place these on the collection plate over the coming weeks 
by the weekend of 20/21 June. 
 
Many thanks 
St Thomas Camp Hill St Vincent de Paul Conference  
members.       

 
St. Thomas Fete 2026 

 
St Thomas’ School warmly invites all parishioners to  join us 

for the St Thomas’ Fete on Sunday 21 June, following Sunday 

morning Mass. 

 
The fete promises a wonderful day for all ages, with a wide 

variety of stalls, rides, student performances, and a lively at-

mosphere for families and friends to enjoy together. Live mu-

sic will be performed on the hard courts, with the band play-

ing until 5:00 pm. 

 
We would love to see our community come together to cel-

ebrate, connect, and enjoy this special event. 

 

Liam Beatty 

Principal 

St Thomas' School 

 

A Word of Thanks – First Holy Communion 2026 
 

This weekend our parish community rejoices as 41 chil-

dren receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion for 

the first time. We also look forward to welcoming anoth-

er 3 children who will celebrate this special occasion next 

weekend. Congratulations to all our First Communicants 

and their families. May your love for Jesus in the Holy Eu-

charist continue to grow throughout your lives. 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to everyone 

who helped make this year's sacramental program and cel-

ebrations such a success. A special thank you to the Arch-

diocesan Children and Family Ministry Team for leading 

the preparation sessions so wonderfully and helping our 

children deepen their understanding of the Eucharist. 

 
My heartfelt thanks also go to the teachers of St Thomas' 

School for their support, especially in assisting with the 

practices and preparation of the children. I am equally 

grateful to our Parish Ministry Teams and our Parish Sec-

retary for their dedication, coordination, and attention to 

detail in organising and ensuring that everything was pre-

pared for these celebrations. 
Thank you to the parents, families, and parishioners for 

your encouragement, prayers, and support. Together, we 

have helped our children take an important step in their 

faith journey. 

 
May God bless all our First Holy Communion children and 

their families abundantly. 

 

Fr. Dantus Thottathil 

Parish Priest. 

 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year A 
 

First Reading:  Exodus 19:2-6   
You will be a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.  

 
Second Reading:  Romans 5:6-11 

We have been reconciled to God through the death of his 

Son; we are saved by his life.  

 
Gospel:  Matthew 9:36 – 10:8  

He summoned his twelve disciples, and sent them out.  

Parish Office –Temporary Working Hours and 
Weekday Mass times 

 

  The Parish Office will be open on: 

Monday, Tuesday: 8.30 am – 1.30 pm 

Friday: 10.30 am – 1.30 pm 

  The office will remain closed on Wednesday and 
Thursday during this period. If you require urgent 
assistance during the closure: 
 

  Phone: (07) 3398 1154 
Please leave a message, and we will return your call 

as soon as possible. Or   Email: 
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Weekday Mass times:  
Monday to Friday- 9.00 am   
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  
 
Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 
Parish Priest 
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Readings 

 
The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ Year A 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3. 14-16  
Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how the Lord your God led you for forty years in the wilderness, to 
humble you, to test you and know your inmost heart – whether you would keep his commandments or 
not. He humbled you, he made you feel hunger, he fed you with manna which neither you nor your 
fathers had known, to make you understand that man does not live on bread alone but that man lives on 
everything that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 
‘Do not then forget the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery: who guided you through this vast and dreadful wilderness, a land of fiery serpents, scorpions, 
thirst; who in this waterless place brought you water from the hardest rock; who in this wilderness fed you 
with manna that your fathers had not known.’ 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 147:12-15. 19-20. R. v.12  

Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.  

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:16-17  

The blessing-cup that we bless is a communion with the blood of Christ, and the bread that we break is a 
communion with the body of Christ. The fact that there is only one loaf means that, though there are 
many of us, we form a single body because we all have a share in this one loaf.  

 

 
Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia, alleluia! 

                I am the living bread from heaven, says the Lord; 
                whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 
                Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel: John 6:51-58  

Jesus said to the Jews: 

‘I am the living bread which has come down from heaven. Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever; 
and the bread that I shall give is my flesh, for the life of the world.’ 

Then the Jews started arguing with one another: ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’ they said. 
Jesus replied: ‘I tell you most solemnly, if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, 
you will not have life in you. 

Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I shall raise him up on the last 
day. 

For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in 
me and I live in him. As I, who am sent by the living Father, myself draw life from the Father, so whoever 
eats me will draw life from me. 

This is the bread come down from heaven; not like the bread our ancestors ate: they are dead, but 
anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 

This is the bread come down from heaven; not like the bread our ancestors ate: they are dead, but 
anyone who eats this bread will live for ever.’ 
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