
Damian told me that his life changed when his sister was involved in a car 
accident that left her with brain injuries. As tragic as this terrible event was for 
his sister, Damian told me that it was a defining moment for him as well 
because it enabled him to work out what truly matters, what he took for 
granted, what he hoped for and whether he could hold on to faith in the face of 
tragedy. 

Damian said that one of the things he learnt in the experience was what not to 
say to people in grief and shock. He reported that the nicest people said some of 
the worst things to him and his family. ‘It's all God's will and now you just have 
to accept it.’ ‘God only gives the biggest crosses to those who can bear it.’ ‘God 
was clearly trying to teach you all a lesson and we'll only find out in heaven 
what she did to deserve this.’ He said he wanted to scream. Some of his family 
have not been back to church since the accident. The most helpful comment, 
however, the one that gave Damian and his family the greatest consolation, 
was, ‘I can only imagine what it would be like if it were my sister.’ The people 
who made this comment weren't trying to find an answer for him in his shock 
and grief; they were trying to struggle with him in his pain and questioning and 
understand what it might be like. 

This response has a name. It's called compassion and it is what today's readings 
are all about. The Lord claims the Israelites as his treasured possession out of 
compassion. Saint Paul reminds us that God sent his Son to save us from our 
own destructiveness because he had compassion on us in our sinfulness. And 
when Jesus saw the crowds he had compassion for their diseases, sufferings and 
lack of leadership and he did something about it. We are called to see the 
crowds of our own day and be moved with compassion. Compassion asks us to 
imagine what it's like to be a refugee, homeless, a victim of domestic violence, 
HIV positive, disabled, substance addicted, a single parent or unemployed. 

We may not be able to answer these people's suffering or perhaps for some 
reason we should not be the ones to respond to their suffering. In either event, 
what we should do is secondary to how we feel with them. And often the people 
we find it hardest to be compassionate toward are the ones to whom we are 
closest. We often expect so much of our wife or husband, children, friends and 
parents that we allow the poor to lay a greater claim on our compassion before 
those we love. 

We don't have to be stingy with compassion; there will always be enough to go 
around. By virtue of our baptism and our coming to this Mass, however, we 
should be well known for being very compassionate, even foolishly so. For Jesus 
doesn't teach us today to solve all the world's problems, just that we have to 
have the right attitude toward our brothers and sisters, imagining what it's like 
for them and treating them in the way we would want to be treated. 

In the ministry of compassion we are all labourers sent out to harvest love in 
Christ's name; all of us are commissioned to confront evil and offer goodness in 
its place. And all of us are called, like the Apostles, to go to every lost sheep, 
especially the one who may be under our own roof, and offer healing and peace. 
No one said following Jesus in this way was easy. Nearly every name read out in 
today's Gospel died a martyr for our faith. May the way we live be worthy of 
their example. So this week when we catch ourselves jumping to an immediate 
condemnation of someone, let's stop and pray for the gift of compassion. That 
we might ask, ‘What must life be like for you?’ At that point, our understanding 
will be touching the Divine. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, 
Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, 
Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu,  Eileen MacDermott, 
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and 
Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, 
Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, 
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne. 
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Josephine Charlson, Saviour Paul Said, Neil Hendry, Colin Kiely, 
Peter Hellwig, Merryl Hooke, Sheila Wallace, William Vaughan, Kevin Hutton, Mary James, Kerrie Rimbert, Grace 
Hardy, Robert Graham, Yvonne Behm, Julieanne Handcock, Betty Stephens, Robert Imecs and Br John Ehlefeldt 
msc. and George Axisa. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.  
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.   
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: 

 
-  Name: Camp Hill Parish  

BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  premises.  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:  Michael Williamson    Phone: 0439535654  

Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian 
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on 
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT: 

Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  
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Parish News & Notices Parish News & Notices 

Contact us.  0438826524  

St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal  
 
This Winter more and more people are facing cost of living pres-
sures. An unexpected medical expense, the loss of a job or a rela-
tionship breakdown and the skyrocketing rent can push people into 
homelessness.  YOUR KINDNESS THIS WINTER 
can help with living expenses, accommodation for someone in our 
local area at risk of homelessness.    
 
Ways to donate: Directly to our Name Account SVDP St Thomas 
Camp Hill  bank account BSB 064786 Acc 100026596 . If donating 
to the bank account please email the parish office with your 
name, address and amount donated and this will be forwarded on 
to us for the receipt or email Chris 
to:  harding12@bigpond.com   Envelopes will be on the stands at 
the four main church entrances and these can be used for cash, 
cheque or credit card donations.  Please place these on the collec-
tion plate over the coming weeks by the weekend of 20/21 June. 
 
Many thanks 
St Thomas Camp Hill St Vincent de Paul Conference members.       

St. Thomas Fete 2026 
 
St Thomas’ School warmly invites all parishioners to 

join us for the St Thomas’ Fete on Sunday 21 June, fol-

lowing Sunday morning Mass. 

 
The fete promises a wonderful day for all ages, with a 

wide variety of stalls, rides, student performances, and 

a lively atmosphere for families and friends to enjoy 

together. Live music will be performed on the hard 

courts, with the band playing until 5:00 pm. 

 
We would love to see our community come together 

to celebrate, connect, and enjoy this special event. 

 

Liam Beatty 

Principal 

St Thomas' School 

 
 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

First Reading:  Jeremiah 20:10-13  
He has delivered the soul of the needy from the hands of 

those who are evil.  

 
Second Reading:  Romans 5:12-15  

God's gift to us is nothing like our sin against him.  

 
Gospel:  Matthew 10:26-33  

Do not fear those who can kill the body.  

For the Children… 

Parish Office –Temporary Working Hours and 
Weekday Mass times 

 

  The Parish Office will be open on: 

• Monday, Tuesday: 8.30 am – 1.30 pm 

• Friday: 10.30 am – 1.30 pm 

  The office will remain closed on Wednesday 
and Thursday during this period. If you require 
urgent assistance during the closure: 
 

  Phone: (07) 3398 1154 
Please leave a message, and we will return your 

call as soon as possible. Or   Email: 
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 
Weekday Mass times:  
Monday to Friday- 9.00 am   
Thank you for your understanding and 
cooperation.  
 
Fr. Dantus Thottathil. 
Parish Priest 

Join Our Parish Stall Team!  St. Thomas Fete 2026 

Our Parish Stall will be attending the upcoming St Thomas School 

Fete, and we are seeking volunteers to help on the day. 

If you are able to assist, please sign up using the link below: 

volunteersignup.org/LA4TL 

Alternatively, please contact the Parish Office. 

  Phone: (07) 3398 1154 

Or   Email: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

Your support is greatly appreciated and helps us showcase our parish 

community at this wonderful event. Thank you for considering lending 

a hand! 
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Readings 

 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
First Reading: Exodus 19:2-6  
From Rephidim the Israelites set out again; and when they reached the wilderness of Sinai, there in 
the wilderness they pitched their camp; there facing the mountain Israel pitched camp. 
Moses then went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain, saying, ‘Say this to the 
House of Jacob, declare this to the sons of Israel, “You yourselves have seen what I did with the 
Egyptians, how I carried you on eagles' wings and brought you to myself. From this you know that 
now, if you obey my voice and hold fast to my covenant, you of all the nations shall be my very own, 

for all the earth is mine. I will count you a kingdom of priests, a consecrated nation.”’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 99:2-3. 5. R. v.3  

We are his people: the sheep of his flock. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 5:6-11  

We were still helpless when at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy to die 
even for a good man – though of course for someone really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – 
but what proves that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still sinners. Having died to 

make us righteous, is it likely that he would now fail to save us from God’s anger? When we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son, we were still enemies; now that we have been reconciled 
surely we may count on being saved by the life of his Son? Not merely because we have been 

reconciled but because we are filled with joyful trust in God, through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have already gained our reconciliation.  

 
Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia, alleluia! 

                The kingdom of God is near; 
                repent and believe the Good News! 
                Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 9:36 – 10:8  

When Jesus saw the crowds he felt sorry for them because they were harassed and dejected, like 

sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is rich but the labourers are 
few, so ask the Lord of the harvest to send labourers to his harvest.’ 

He summoned his twelve disciples, and gave them authority over unclean spirits with power to cast 
them out and to cure all kinds of diseases and sickness. 

These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon who is called Peter, and his brother Andrew; 
James the son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the 

tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, the 
one who was to betray him. These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them as follows: 

‘Do not turn your steps to pagan territory, and do not enter any Samaritan town; go rather to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel. And as you go, proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out devils. You received without charge, give 
without charge.’ 
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