
For all the great things the Church of yesteryear achieved, it also did some 
terrible things. One of the worst demands it made was that a Catholic who 
married a person who was not a Catholic did so at a side altar, oratory or in the 
sacristy of the Church. How humiliating this directive was. For how long were we 
going to punish the Protestant Reformers and young Catholic woman or man who 
fell in love with someone from these denominations? In these ecumenical days, 
it's hard for us to understand these actions. 

Today, especially at weddings, I hear older Catholics talk about this experience 
more than anything else. It's often given as the reason why the person or their 
family stopped practising their Catholic faith. Recently an older wedding guest 
told me that her wedding day at the side altar was the last day she came to the 
Church of her own free will. She never had her children baptised and her painful 
experience was still palpable forty years on as she compared and contrasted her 
wedding day with the Catholic marriage ceremony of a couple in a similar 
religious circumstance to her own which we had just celebrated. All I can do in 
such circumstances is apologise for the hurt our shortsightedness caused and be 
full of admiration for those who were subjected to similar treatment but have 
remained constant to our Catholic community. 

These days inter-denominational marriages are rarely the reasons over which a 
family will divide. But we know that other religious issues can still break up a 
family. It's always a tragedy when this happens. For example, maybe you've had 
a son, daughter or a grandchild join a religious sect or cult. It's heartbreaking 
stuff for parents who wonder what their child sees in the sect and where it will all 
end. 

The Church has sometimes let families down in this regard. Appearing to prefer 
dogma to the complexities of people's lives, formal liturgy to creating 
communities of hospitality, care and justice, the church can appear to be out of 
touch, especially with our young. I know that every person in authority in the 
Church today knows that the Catholic Church needs to listen to our young 
people, hear about the issues that concern them and present our faith in a way 
they find accessible and engaging. Very often it's not what we say about our rich 
faith, it's how we say it. Many people don't leave the mainstream churches 
because they are attracted by another group's doctrine, though some do want 
the world to be very black and white. Many leave for smaller groups offering a 
tightly knit community. 

From today's Gospel we know that the same family heartbreak occurred in the 
early church. At this time, however, Christianity was the small sect drawing 
believers away from Judaism, to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah. It ripped 
families apart. The early church became the new family of many followers who 
were disowned. They lost their life and found a new one in Christ. 

There can be moments when a family's lifestyle, beliefs, behaviour or values are 
such that one member feels that, in conscience, or by conviction, he or she does 
not belong anymore. When this happens we can listen carefully to reasons the 
family member gives. Maybe we have lost something essential in our life together 
that needs challenging and change. And maybe it's the family member who is in 
the wrong. 

Keeping the lines of communication open, speaking the truth with calmness and 
love and remaining as compassionate as possible are the best Christian 
responses. I can't pretend that any of this is easy, but, when I have seen families 
do it, the prophetic, truthful and charitable rewards Jesus offers in today's Gospel 
are powerfully in evidence. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, 
Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, 
Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu,  Eileen MacDermott, 
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and 
Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, 
Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, 
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne. 
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Josephine Charlson, Saviour Paul Said, Neil Hendry, Colin Kiely, 
Peter Hellwig, Merryl Hooke, Sheila Wallace, William Vaughan, Kevin Hutton, Mary James, Kerrie Rimbert, Grace 
Hardy, Robert Graham, Yvonne Behm, Julieanne Handcock, Betty Stephens, Robert Imecs and Br John Ehlefeldt 
msc. and George Axisa. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.  
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.   
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: 

 
-  Name: Camp Hill Parish  

BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  premises.  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:  Michael Williamson    Phone: 0439535654  

Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian 
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on 
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT: 

Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  

Liturgy Roster 

Mass Organisers 
Welcome/ Prayers of 

the Faithful 
1st Reader 

2nd  
Reader 

THIS WEEK 
Communion  

Minister 

Michael Williamson 
Irene Poh & Amanda 

Yeates 
Irene Poh Amanda Yeates 

Sat 11 Apr – 
5.30pm 

Mary Harris 

Amanda Sheridan 
Mary Rejmer &  

Mary-Louise Shearer 
Mary Rejmer 

Mary-Louise 
Shearer 

Sun 12 Apr – 
8.30am 

Amanda Sheridan 

Sun 12 Apr – 
5.30pm 

Caroline Sarra 
Oostenbroek Family & 

Caroline Sarra 
Oostenbroek 

Family 
Caroline Sarra Caroline Sarra 

NEXT WEEK      

Tammie Davis Paul Bergin & Irene Paul Bergin Irene Poh Sat 18 Apr – Tammie Davis 

Iubu Kelly 
Amanda Sheridan & 

Paul Mead 
Amanda Sheridan Paul Mead 

Sun 19 Apr– 
8.30am 

Tess Paolucci 

Zuzanna Horniak Erica Brauer Kathryn Flint Zuzanna Horniak 
Sun 19 Apr – 

5.30pm 
Zuzanna Horniak 

The Week Ahead 

Sun– 28 Jun 

Thirteenth  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time Year A 
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @ 

5:30pm 

Mon - 29 Jun 
 Mass @ 9:00 AM 

Solemnity Sts Peter and Paul, 
apostles 

Tue - 30 Jun Mass @ 9:00 AM 

Wed - 01 Jul Mass @ 9.00am 

Thu - 02 Jul 
Mass @ 9.00am 

 
Eucharistic Adoration 6-9pm 

Fri - 03 Jul 

Mass @ 9am  
Feast St Thomas, apostle 

 
Followed by Benediction & 

Adoration 

Sat - 04 Jul 

Devotion of the  
Holy Rosary@ 7.30am – Church 

 
Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun– 05 Jul 

Fourteenth  Sunday in 
Ordinary Time Year A 
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @ 

5:30pm 

Liturgy Roster 

Mass Organisers 
Welcome/ Prayers of 

the Faithful 
1st Reader 

2nd  
Reader 

THIS WEEK 
Communion  

Minister 

Mary Harris Brian Kilmartin  Mary Harris  Brian Kilmartin  
Sat  27 Jun – 

5.30pm 
Mary Harris 

Moyra Walls  
James Mann & Tammie 

& James Davis  
James Mann 

Tammie & James 
Davis 

Sun 28 Jun– 
8.30am 

Amanda Sheridan  

Sun 28 Jun – 
5.30pm 

Caroline Sarra  Angelique Cahill  Angelique Cahill  Required Caroline Sarra 

NEXT WEEK      

Mary Harris 
Brian Kilmartin &  

Caitie Duncan  Brian Kilmartin Caitie Duncan   Sat  04 Jul – 
5.30pm 

Mary Harris 

Moyra Walls  Kathleen Armstrong  Carmen 
McCrone  

Bryanna Witehira 
Sun 05 Jul– 

8.30am 
Lyn Kasatchenko 

Angelique Cahill 
(Rejmer)  

Brian Harding 
& Georgia Bergen 

Brian Harding Georgia Bergen 
Sun 05 Jul – 

5.30pm 
Chris Harding  
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Parish News & Notices Parish News & Notices 

Contact us.  0438826524  

 
Fourteenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year A 
 

First Reading:  Zechariah 9:9-10  

See how humbly your king comes to you!  

 
Second Reading:  Romans 8:9.11-13  

If by the Spirit you put an end to the misdeeds of 

the body, you will live.  

 
Gospel:  Matthew 11:25-30  

I am gentle and humble of heart.  

Peter’s Pence Collection  

The Peter's Pence Collection will be taken up as a 

retiring (leaving) collection at all Masses this week-

end. 

The collection is taken up at Masses the weekend 

around the Feast of Sts Peter and Paul (29 June). Pe-

ter’s Pence gives Catholics in Australia an opportunity 

to join in communion with the Catholic faithful 

throughout  the  world  in  support of the charitable 

works of the Holy See. 

Please remember to bring some cash—your 

support is appreciated. Thank you. 
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Readings 

 
Thirteenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16  
One day as Elisha was on his way to Shunem, a woman of rank who lived there pressed him to 
stay and eat there. After this he always broke his journey for a meal when he passed that way. 
She said to her husband, ‘Look, I am sure the man who is constantly passing our way must be a 

holy man of God. Let us build him a small room on the roof, and put him a bed in it, and a table 
and chair and lamp; whenever he comes to us he can rest there.’ 

One day when he came, he retired to the upper room and lay down. ‘What can be done for her?’ 
he asked. Gehazi (his servant) answered, ‘Well, she has no son and her husband is 
old.’ Elisha said, ‘Call her.’ The servant called her and she stood at the door. ‘This time next 
year,’ Elisha said ‘you will hold a son in your arms.’ 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Ps 88:2-3. 16-19. R. v.2  

Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  

 

Second Reading: Romans 6:3-4. 8-11  

When we were baptised in Christ Jesus we were baptised in his death; in other words, when we 
were baptised we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life. 
But we believe that having died with Christ we shall return to life with him: Christ, as we know, 
having been raised from the dead will never die again. Death has no power over him any more. 
When he died, he died, once for all, to sin, so his life now is life with God; and in that way, you 
too must consider yourselves to be dead to sin but alive for God in Christ Jesus. 

 
Gospel Acclamation:    Alleluia, alleluia! 

                    You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people. 
                 Praise God who called you out of darkness and into his marvellous light. 
                 Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 10:37-42  

Jesus instructed the Twelve as follows: ‘Anyone who prefers father or mother to me is not worthy 
of me. Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me. Anyone who does not take 
his cross and follow in my footsteps is not worthy of me. Anyone who finds his life will lose it; 
anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it. 

‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me; and those who welcome me welcome the one who 
sent me. 

‘Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a prophet will have a prophet’s reward; and 
anyone who welcomes a holy man because he is a holy man will have a holy man’s reward. 

‘If anyone gives so much as a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a 
disciple, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.’ 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Ckg2#kg2004
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListPsalm%7Cpsm
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom006
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw010

