
A newcomer to a city known for its wind and rain arrives on a rainy day. She gets 
up the next day and it's raining. It also rains the day after that, and the day after 
that. She goes out to lunch and sees a young child and, out of despair, asks, 
‘Hey, kid, does it ever stop raining around here?’ To which the child replies, ‘How 
should I know? I’m only six.’ With the three readings we have just heard, we 
could easily celebrate Environment Sunday today. Rain, snow, seeds, sowers, 
fertile soil and a labouring creation giving birth to the fruits of the Spirit, are all 
rich ground upon which we can reflect on the importance of our earth’s ecology. 

In recent years the Church has regularly reminded us that the issue of caring for 
the environment is an important part of our Christian commitment for justice. We 
have been reminded that while the earth has been entrusted to us as stewards, 
to be preserved, it is also given into our hands to be developed in such a way 
that there will be a productive earth for future generations to inherit. If this 
means we must limit our consumption, change our priorities in regard to energy 
and trade and show the third world the way in developing eco-friendly industries, 
then all the better for us. Most of us know that we cannot keep going as we are, 
with ever increasing unsustainable demands on our planet. There is no point any 
of us crying over the demise of our environment in the future, if we are doing 
nothing to help it now. 

Every small thing we do from being conscious of the issues, to recycling and 
using our cars less, is not unimportant. Some of us are in positions to do a lot 
more than these things as well and we should take our Christian responsibilities 
in this regard very seriously. 

One creative reading of today's Gospel is that it parallels how we can respond to 
the news of the degradation of the environment. For some of us the facts and 
figures about the planet's ecosystem fall on rocky ground. We are not receptive 
to hearing anything that might demand a change in our lifestyle or a lessening of 
our comfort. 

For others of us, recent debates fall among the thorns. Competing with other 
issues for our attention and action, the plight of the earth is not able to take root 
in our consciousness or sympathies. We think it can all wait for another 
generation who will have the ability to fix the problems then. 

For some of us, however, recent surveys and our own sense of environmental 
changes means that what experts are saying falls on fertile soil. We want to do 
whatever we can to see that the earth continues to bear fruit for as many 
generations as God intends. 

The Old and New Testaments are filled with the importance of our relationships to 
the earth. In the book of Genesis humanity is told to care for and subdue the 
earth, not wreck it. We cannot be irresponsible about the world's finite resources 
in the hope that we will find solutions in the future. Avarice is not one of the 
seven deadly sins for nothing. 

We believe the bread and wine of the Eucharist, which we say are ‘the fruit of the 
earth and the work of human hands’, are changed into Christ present among us. 
May these Eucharistic gifts rooted in our soil, effect in us a change that might 
enable us to have ears to hear the groan of creation as it calls for us to be careful 
sowers and responsible reapers. May our stand for justice always take into 
account the care our earth requires so that we have a productive planet to hand 
on to our children. By how we choose to live now, may we hand it on to them in 
better shape than we found it. 
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 Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, 
Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, 
Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman,  Kui Liu,  Eileen MacDermott, 
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and 
Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, 
Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson, 
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne. 
 
Recently deceased: Jason Henrichs , Eileen McKay's, Joseph James Coffey  
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Dorothy Thomsen, Joseph Walsh, John Condon, Doris Carey, Elsie 
Smollen, Edward Welsh, Coronato Said, Sam Said, Beverley Croning, May Andrews, Jack Ballinger, Marie Welsh, Cecily 
Murray, Imelda Kitchen, Margaret McArdle, Maree Wynn, Brian McNamara, Ronald Dendle, Josephine Beh, Karen Daley, 
Eric Johnston, Joseph Shannon, Anton Swajczak, Helena Swajczak, Rosemary Dugdale, Fr Tom Hegarty, James 
Montgomery, Mary James, Daniel (Don) Buckley, Florence McKenna, Noel Tessman, Brian McKee, Mark Moloney, Ivy 
Fanning, Thelma Mitchell, Neville Stewart, Mary Smith, Moira Cremin & Noel Ives. 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.  
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.   
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: 

 
-  Name: Camp Hill Parish  

BSB:064-786   Acc: 100005597 
 

 * We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church  premises.  

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: 
Name:  Michael Williamson    Phone: 0439535654  

Contact:      lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. 
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian 
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on 
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT: 

Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au  
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Parish News & Notices Parish News & Notices 

Contact us.  0438826524  

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Year A 

 
First Reading:  Wisdom 12:13.16-19  

In the place of sin, you give repentance.  

 
Second Reading:  Romans 8:26-27  

The Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that could 

never be put into words.  

 
Gospel:  Matthew 13:24-43  

Let them grow together until the harvest.  

Parish notices 
 
1. No Weekday Masses 

 
Please note that there will be no Mass on Wednesday 
22 July and Thursday 23 July,  as all the priests of the 
Archdiocese will be attending the Clergy Convocation. 
 
2. Upcoming Roof Works 
 
Please note that roof works on both the church and 
the parish hall will be commencing soon. Further de-
tails and scheduling information will be provided in the 
coming weeks. 
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Readings 

 
Fifteenth  Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11  
Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return 
without watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and 
bread for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without 

carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8  

The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.  

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23  

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared to the glory, as yet unrevealed, 
which is waiting for us. The whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It was 
not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made unable to attain its purpose, it was made 
so by God; but creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its slavery to 

decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as the children of God. From the beginning till 
now the entire creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of giving birth; and not 
only creation, but all of us who possess the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we 
wait for our bodies to be set free.  

 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! 

                    The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
                 all who come to him will live for ever. 
                 Alleluia! 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9  

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds gathered round him that he got into 
a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things in 
parables. 
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, some seeds fell on the edge of the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they found little 
soil and sprang up straight away, because there was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun 
came up they were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. Others fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has ears!’ 
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