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CONTACT DETAILS:

31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152
PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151
T: 3398 1154

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au
F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
Office hours:

Mon, Tue, 8:30 am - 1:30pm

Fri 10:30 am - 1:30pm

Sunday Eucharist

Saturday : 5.30pm
Sunday 8.30am & 5.30pm
Weekday Eucharist

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday & Public Holiday:
9.00am

Reconciliation
Saturday : 5.00pm-5.20pm
Adoration and Benediction

1st Friday After 9am Mass

PARISH TEAM:

Parish Priest

Fr. Dantus Thottathil
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au

Local Safeguarding Rep
Michael Williamson
Lsr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary
Maria Palacio
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au

Parish Pastoral Council
Michael Williamson—Chair

Parish Finance Council
Anthony Oostenbroek—Chair

ST THOMAS’ SCHOOL

10 Stephen Street, Camp Hill 4152
Ph: 07 3398 6633
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au

St Thomas the Apostle Catholic Parish
Camp Hill Vg A\

Seventeenth Sunda

We at St Themas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we
gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land

in Ordinary Time Year A 26 Jul 2026

Old-time missioners used to have a field day with today's gospel, or at
least with part of it. While they may have liked the passages that
suggested that heaven was like a treasure in a field or like a pearl of
great price, they told us that hell was a furnace of fire where there was
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Some of those preachers seemed to know
an awful lot about hell! It's as though they were travel writers who had
visited the place several times just to warn us about what to expect when
we got there. And do you remember how easy it was to get in? Many of
us thought we had a first class ticket in our pocket most of the time.

Once, during a parish mission, where the visiting priest had given us an
excruciatingly detailed description of hell, he told us, ‘You could be
dipping your hand in the holy water font as you leave the Church tonight
and be struck down dead and sent to hell for eternity!” At the end of that
session my cousin stood by the holy water font and watched everyone
else dip their hand in, saying as they did, ‘After you, after you.’” She
wasn't taking any chances! All this is not to underestimate the reality of
hell. If we believe in heaven and free will, it has to be logically true that
hell exists and that, consistent with some people's free, knowing and
serious rejection of God and of love all their lives, these choices will
destine decisions made for, and by, them in the next world as well. There
are two major differences, however, between how we used to speak about
heaven and hell and what we say now. Just as we know the treasure
hidden in the field or the pearl of great price are metaphors for heaven,
rich and wonderful ones at that, they remain images that enable us to
grasp an unimaginable concept. So it is with hell. How can we imagine life
without love and God? We have learnt that our guidebook regarding hell
needs to be more circumscribed about what that destination or state of
being holds. All we can confidently say is that hell is non-God.

The second change is that we are more careful about being so confident
in regard to who is going there. Jesus tells us that God wants all humanity
to be saved. We can't take that seriously and then have people slip into
hell for a small infringement of the rules. If we read today's Gospel in a
different way it can be a commentary on what God has done for us.
Humanity can be seen as the treasure in the field that God has sold
everything to own. We are the pearl of great price that God has moved
heaven and earth to possess and we are the fish caught up in the net of
God's love. Our God is the one who became one like us, in Jesus the Lord,
so that we might know, love and serve him. That's what today's Gospel is
all about.

Jesus reminds his disciples that in glimpsing the things of heaven they
have to be like the master of a household. That's a rich image. In Jesus'
day such a person would have provided protection, love, security and
justice for all. God has given us free will and treasures, both new and old,
to help us protect each other, love each other, feel secure in the truth and
act justly. But we need to know that the choices we make in regard to
these things have implications for how we live now and in the life to
come.
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for thousands of years.
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Parish News & Notices

We remember in our prayers

The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scoftt, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa,
Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez,
Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman, Kui Liu, Eileen MacDermott, ||
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and
Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, |,
Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson,
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne.

Recently deceased: Jason Henrichs , Eileen McKay's, Joseph James Coffey

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Dorothy Thomsen, Joseph Walsh, John Condon, Doris Carey, Elsie
Smollen, Edward Welsh, Coronato Said, Sam Said, Beverley Croning, May Andrews, Jack Ballinger, Marie Welsh, Cecily
Murray, Imelda Kitchen, Margaret McArdle, Maree Wynn, Brian McNamara, Ronald Dendle, Josephine Beh, Karen Daley,
Eric Johnston, Joseph Shannon, Anton Swajczak, Helena Swajczak, Rosemary Dugdale, Fr Tom Hegarty, James
Montgomery, Mary James, Daniel (Don) Buckley, Florence McKenna, Noel Tessman, Brian McKee, Mark Moloney, Ivy
Fanning, Thelma Mitchell, Neville Stewart, Mary Smith, Moira Cremin & Noel Ives.

Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.

Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated. .
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 Seventeenth Sunday in
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: || Sun— 26 Jul Ordinary Time Year A
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @

- Name: Camp Hill Parish 5:30pm
BSB:064-786 Acc: 100005597

ey . Mon - 27 Jul Mass @ 9:00 AM
* We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church premises.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. Tue - 28 Jul Mass @ 9:00 AM

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives: Mass @ 9:00 AM
Name: Michael Williamson Phone: 0439535654 Wed - 29 Jul Memorial Sts Martha, Mary and
Contact: Isr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. Lazarus
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on Thu - 30 Jul Mass @ 9:00 AM
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT:

Mass @ 9am
Fri - 31 Jul Memorial St Ignatius of Loyola,
priest

Devotion of the
Holy Rosary@ 7.30am — Church
Sat - 01Aug Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm
Memorial St Alphonsus Liguori,
bishop, doctor

Eighteenth Sunday in

Sun- 02 Aug Ordinary Time Year A
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @
5:30pm

Welcome/ Prayers of 2nd Communion
the Faithful ist Reader Reader Minister

Mary Harris Mary Harris Required Required Mary Harris

THIS WEEK Mass Organisers

Sat 25 Jul -
5.30pm

Sun 26 Jul- James Mann & Tammie
8.30am Moyra Walls

Sun 26 Jul -
5.30pm
NEXT WEEK
Sat 01 Aug — . Brian Kilmartin &

5.30pm Mary Harris Caitie Duncan

Sun 02 Aug- Carmen
8.30am Moyra Walls Kathleen Armstrong McCrone

Tammi m
James Mann a e & James

& James Davis Davis Amanda Sheridan

Caroline Sarra Angelique Cahill Angelique Cahill Required Caroline Sarra

Brian Kilmartin Caitie Duncan Mary Harris

Bryanna Witehira Lyn Kasatchenko

— i i Brian Harding &
Sun 02 Aug Angelique Cahill fnan Hnarding Chris Harding

Brian Harding Required

5.30pm (Rejmer) Georgia Bergen
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Parish News & Notices

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-3
Hasten and eat.

Second Reading: Romans 8:35. 37-39
No creature can separate us from the love of God, which

is in Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
They all ate and were satisfied.

SACRAMENTAL -,
PROGRAMME 2026-27
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KEY DATES =
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BV - /oz s Enrolment at either
\ ?f/@\\j‘\ ) 29/40 JULY:
) L1 4 Saturday 5.30 pm or Sunday 8.30 am Mass
l!!| 1 & 22 Preparation Sessions
AUGUST: (3.00 pm arrival; 3.15-5.15 pm)

Practice Session

@ 31 AUGUST:
g 2 SEPTEMBER: ‘

O For further information, please contact the Parish Office.

Celebration of Confirmation
(5.30 pm)

Celebrating Our Parish Feast Day

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Parish a
Feast Day celebration. It was a wonderful occasion filled
with faith, friendship, and community spirit. We extend
our sincere thanks to our Parish Ministry Team for or-
ganising such a beautiful celebration, and to all our vol-
unteers for their generous service and dedication to
our parish. May the joy of this special day continue to

strengthen our faith and unite us as one parish family.
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for pre loved and no longer needed

clothing and accessories. Now is the
time to cull your wardrobe to assist a
wonderful charity St Vincent De Paul!

/

We are having a pre loved clothing stall in August over
2 weekends and we need your generous donations!

So if you have some outfits and
separates that are no longer your

friends, donate to us today!!! \
M. .o

Please drop your donations at St Thomas’ _)
hall and we will take care of the rest.

Stay tuned to save the dates in

AUGUST 2026 ''"!
7
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Church Roof Restoration Works = Commencing

27 July

We are pleased to let you know that the restoration works
on our church roof will commence on Monday, 27 July.
During this time, all Masses, liturgies, and parish activ-
ities will continue as usual, and there will be no changes
to the regular Mass schedule. We kindly ask for your pa-
tience and understanding while these important works are
carried out to help preserve our church for future genera-
tions.

To help support the cost of this major project, we are also
holding a Parish Raffle. We warmly encourage everyone
to participate every ticket purchased will help contribute
towards the restoration of our church.

Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all
weekend Masses.

Thank you for your ongoing generosity, support, and pray-

ers as we undertake this important work together.
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Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5.7-12

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and said, ‘Ask what you would like me to give

you.” Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you have made your servant king in succession to David
my father. But | am a very young man, unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds himself in the
midst of this people of yours that you have chosen, a people so many its numbers cannot be
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a heart to understand how to discern between good and
evil, for who could govern this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased the Lord

that Solomon should have asked for this. ‘Since you have asked for this’ the Lord said ‘and not
asked for long life for yourself or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have asked for a
discerning judgement for yourself, here and now | do what you ask. | give you a heart wise and
shrewd as none before you has had and none will have after you:

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 118:57. 72. 76-77. 127-130. R. v.97
Lord, | love your commands.

Second Reading: Romans 8:28-30

We know that by turning everything to their good God co-operates with all those who love him,
with all those that he has called according to his purpose. They are the ones he chose specially
long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of
many brothers. He called those he intended for this; those he called he justified, and with those
he justified he shared his glory.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!

Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 13:44-52

Jesus said to the crowds, ‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off happy, sells everything he owns and buys the
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds one of
great value he goes and sells everything he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul of all kinds.
When it is full, the fishermen haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the good ones in a
basket and throw away those that are no use. This is how it will be at the end of time: the angels
will appear and separate the wicked from the just to throw them into the blazing furnace where
there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.

‘Have you understood all this?’ They said, “Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Well, then, every scribe
who becomes a disciple of the kingdom of heaven is like a householder who brings out from his
storeroom things both new and old.’
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