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A conservative Protestant Church in a sleepy fishing village had to find a
new minister. Over the protests of Jimmy, the senior Elder, a woman was
hired as the new Pastor. After the Reverend Gayle had been there a few
weeks, Tom, a member of the congregation, offered to take her out
fishing. Jimmy reluctantly agreed to allow them to use his boat for the
day’s outing, but insisted that he lead the expedition. The trio got into the
boat and motored out on the lake. When they got ready to fish, they
realised that all their tackle had been left on the dock. Tom concluded
that they would just have to go back and get it. Reverend Gayle said that
wouldn't be necessary, and she got out of the boat and started walking
across the water toward the dock.

Jimmy, who refused to be impressed by Gayle’s miraculous abilities
observed, ‘See I told you we never should have hired that woman. She
can't even swim.’” The hit animation film Shrek was praised by critics for
many things but most especially for the clever way it quoted from several
other much-loved animation films. When writers do this it's called
‘intertextuality’, where one text uses another text to tell the story. Some
of the references in Shrek were obvious; others took a little longer to
reveal themselves. Some were used in a new way that turned the original
story upside down. Whether any of us got all or none of the references
didn't affect the enjoyment we derived from the film, it only added to
what was already a great tale. The story of Jesus walking on the water is
in a similar vein to Shrek. In eleven verses Matthew quotes several other
stories in the Old Testament, uses them in his own way and re-interprets
all of them in reference to Jesus. It might be lost on some of us who just
enjoy the power of the story, but none of this intertextuality would have
been lost on Matthew’s first hearers.

Poor old Job found God in the midst of a storm, and winds and waves are
a usual Old Testament shorthand for the perils of life. The image of the
boat was an early symbol for the Church and Matthew has all Jesus’
disciples in it. Jesus hovering over the waters has echoes of the action of
the Spirit in the first account of creation in Genesis. Even Jesus restoring
calm to the sea follows on from what the Prophet Jonah had done before.
For the keen student there is much more besides. Matthew’s account is
magnificent on its own terms, but with these details we can see he is also
interested in a theological message. Jesus, the Son of God and Lord of
creation, remains faithful to the disciples, no matter how treacherous the
seas or how great their fear. He has come to them so that they may be
saved and recreated as the Church who recognises that he is the
fulfilment of creation, the one whom Israel has been longing to see and
embrace. And what does all this mean for us? We are inheritors of
Matthew’s faith. We're here because we believe that Jesus is the Son of
God who has saved us from ourselves and from destruction. But it also
means that in every storm that threatens our lifeboat Jesus comes to call
us to faith, to catch us when we think we’re drowning, to accompany us
back to safety and to bring calm to the troubled seas of our life.

Aren’t we lucky Jesus never learnt to swim?
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We at St Themas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we
gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land

for thousands of years.
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Parish News & Notices

We remember in our prayers

The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scoftt, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa,

Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez,

Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman, Kui Liu, Eileen MacDermott, ||
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and

Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, |,

Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson,
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne, Mateo Heather & Eldrin Fernandes.

Recently deceased: YK Chong and Low Eng Oon.

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Joan Dennis,Jack Glockner, Mary Ellis, Hilda Burke, Elizabeth Ives,
Corliss Newman, Terence Sullivan, Dorothy Traynor, Maureen Morrissey, Eulalie Patterson, John Seppanen, Graham
Underwood, John Proudfoot, Eileen Dendle, Athol Wild, Lee Hunt, Ted Hanns, Bill O’Brien, Helen Bemrose, Fay Gee,
Lurlene Kent, Annie Buckley, John Ashwell, Dermott Casey, Margaret Moffat, Peter Riley, Alice Pacey, Lynette Buesel,
Diana Calvisi, Lance Fry, Betty Watt, Dot Kelly, Daphne Waller, Shirley Tessman and Hilary Petrie,Grace & Fausto
Albuquerque, Marshall & Luiza Fernandes.

Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.

Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated. Nin nth n in

Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966 o d?::;?,ytﬂzz f:ayr N
i i its: || Sun—09 Au

Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits: g Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @

5:30pm

- Name: Camp Hill Parish
BSB:064-786 Acc: 100005597

Mass @ 9:00 AM

Mon - 10 Aug Feast St Lawrence, deacon, martyr

* We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church premises.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. Mass @ 9:00 AM
Tue - 11 Aug Memorial St Clare, Virgin

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives:
Name: Michael Williamson Phone: 0439535654
Contact: Isr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au.
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on Thu - 13 Aug Mass @ 9:00 AM
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT:
Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au Mass @ 9am

Fri- 14 Aug Memorial St Maximilian Mary
Kolbe, priest, martyr

Wed - 12 Aug Mass @ 9:00 AM

Devotion of the
Holy Rosary@ 7.30am — Church

Sat - 15 Aug Mass @ 8.30am

Solemnity The Assumption of the
. _ : Blessed Virgin Mary

e . v -— . Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm

« o ate Lal’
O-you of little - Twentieth Sunday in

faith, why did = 't : Sun— 16 Aug Ordinary Time Year A

you doubt?” -~ — = Matthew 14:31 Mass @ sé?gg;nm& Mass @

. Welcome/ Prayers of 2nd Communion
THIS WEEK Mass Organisers the Faithful 1st Reader Reader Minister

Sat 08 Aug - . . Irene Poh &
5.30pm Michael Williamson Amanda Yeates

Sun 09 Aug- . Mary Rejmer &
8.30am Amanda Sheridan Mary-Louise Shearer

Sun 09 Aug- .
5.30pm Caroline Sarra & Caroline Sarra

NEXT WEEK
Sat 15 Aug —
5.30pm

Sun 16 Aug—
8.30am

Sun 16 Aug-
5.30pm

Irene Poh Amanda Yeates Mary Harris

Mary Rejmer Trish Surawski Amanda Sheridan

Oostenbroek Family Oostenbroek

Caroline Sarra Family Caroline Sarra

Tammie Davis Irene Poh Paul Bergin Irene Poh Tammie Davis

Amanda Sheridan & Amanda
Paul Mead Sheridan Paul Mead

lubu Kelly Tess Paolucci

Zuzanna Horniak Kathryn Flint Kathryn Flint Zuzanna Horniak Zuzanna Horniak
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Parish News & Notices

Church Roof Restoration Works

We are delighted to inform you that restoration work on our church’s | SAC RAMENTAL &
roof is now underway. - PROGRAMME 2026-27

During this time, all Masses, liturgies, and parish activities will s S
continue as usual, and there will be no changes to the regular Mass ‘
schedule. We kindly ask for your patience and understanding while 1

these important works are carried out to help preserve our church ‘ -t
. |

for future generations.

To help support the cost of this major project, we are also holding a

Parish Raffle. We warmly encourage everyone to participate every ‘ . s
ticket purchased will help contribute towards the restoration of our ‘ S T ety
church. ‘
Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all weekend ‘

| 1&22 Preparation Sessions
Masses. \ L1 AUGUST: | (3.00 pm arrival; 3.15-5.15 pm)

Thank you for your ongoing generosity, support, and prayers as we

undertake this important work together. ‘ @ 31 AUGUST: | Practice Session

LN
\‘\\

TN

2 SEPTEMBER: Celebration of Confirmation
* | (5.30 pm)

=+ %=
0 For further information, please contact the Parish Office.

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1.6-7
| will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain.

SATURDAY I5TH AUGUST Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15. 29-32

£ - X

6.30PM PARISH HALL The gifts and call of God are irrevocable.
# BRING THE FAMILY
‘,:4‘:;,

S s Woman, you have great faith.

it

s

Celebrating Our Parish Feast Da

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Parish Feast
Day celebration. It was a wonderful occasion filled with
faith, friendship, and community spirit. We extend our sin-
cere thanks to our Parish Ministry Team for organising such iy
a beautiful celebration, and to all our volunteers for their WM
generous service and dedication to our parish. May the joy
of this special day continue to strengthen our faith and

unite us as one parish family.



https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa056
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom011
https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw015

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9.11-13

When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he went into the cave and spent the night
in it. Then he was told, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” Then the Lord
himself went by. There came a mighty wind, so strong it tore the mountains and shattered the
rocks before the Lord. But the Lord was not in the wind. After the wind came an earthquake.
But the Lord was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire. But the Lord was
not in the fire. And after the fire there came the sound of a gentle breeze. And

when Elijah heard this, he covered his face with his cloak and went out and stood at the
entrance of the cave.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.

Second Reading: Romans 9:1-5

What | want to say is no pretence; | say it in union with Christ — it is the truth — my conscience
in union with the Holy Spirit assures me of it too. What | want to say is this: my sorrow is so
great, my mental anguish so endless, | would willingly be condemned and be cut off from
Christ if it could help my brothers of Israel, my own flesh and blood. They were adopted as
sons, they were given the glory and the covenants; the Law and the ritual were drawn up for
them, and the promises were made to them. They are descended from the patriarchs and
from their flesh and blood came Christ who is above all, God for ever blessed! Amen.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!

| hope in the Lord,
| trust in his word.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side while he would
send the crowds away. After sending the crowds away he went up into the hills by himself to
pray. When evening came, he was there alone, while the boat, by now far out on the lake,
was battling with a heavy sea, for there was a head-wind. In the fourth watch of the night he
went towards them, walking on the lake, and when the disciples saw him walking on the lake
they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost’ they said, and cried out in fear. But at once Jesus called out
to them, saying, ‘Courage! It is I! Do not be afraid.’ It was Peter who answered. ‘Lord,” he said
‘if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.” ‘Come’ said Jesus. Then Peter got out of
the boat and started walking towards Jesus across the water, but as soon as he felt the force
of the wind, he took fright and began to sink. ‘Lord! Save me!’ he cried. Jesus put out his
hand at once and held him. ‘Man of little faith,” he said ‘why did you doubt?’ And as they got
into the boat the wind dropped. The men in the boat bowed down before him and said, ‘“Truly,
you are the Son of God.’
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