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in Ordinary Time Year A 16 Aug 2026

One bright Sunday morning, everyone in the town got up early and went to
the local church. Before Mass started, the townspeople were sitting in their
pews and talking about their lives, their families. Suddenly, Satan appeared
at the front of the church. Everyone started screaming and running for the
front entrance, trampling each other in a frantic effort to get away from the
devil incarnate. Soon everyone was evacuated from the Church, except for
one elderly lady who sat calmly in her pew, not moving, seemingly oblivious
to the fact that Satan was in her presence. Now this confused Satan a bit, so
he walked up to the older lady and said, ‘Don't you know who I am?’ The
woman replied, ‘I sure do.” Satan asked, ‘Aren't you afraid of me?’ ‘No,
certainly not’ said the woman. Satan was a little perturbed at this and
queried, ‘Why aren't you afraid of me?’ The woman calmly replied, ‘Because
I've been married to your brother for 48 years.’

Until quite recently in many cultures around the world events or experiences
that had no ready explanation were put down to evil forces. This was certainly
true in Jesus’ day. Diseases, physical deformities, mental illnesses, accidents,
bad weather patterns and defeats in battle were attributed either to God’s
vengeance or the work of a demon. Although we no longer hold this to be
true, we still hear this line from some people today. The Syro-Phoenician
woman considers herself cursed for having a daughter who is tormented by a
demon. It is very unlikely that her daughter is possessed by the devil. She
probably had a chronic illness that could not be cured. Furthermore, the
woman is also considered cursed by others because she is a Gentile, a non-
Jew. In fact this story is unsettling and rather unflattering to Jesus on several
levels.

Because of her ethnicity and religion the disciples do not think she should ask
for anything from Jesus. He seems to concur with them. If it wasn't for the
woman’s courage and persistence, she would never have got what she
wanted. And by Jesus referring to them as dogs, he seems to agree with the
contempt with which the Jews held the Gentiles. Again it is the woman’s quick
wit and faith which turns the situation around. She domesticates the racial
slur and argues that if she is to be considered a dog she is not a wild one but
of the house variety where she should be able to enjoy the leftovers. The
power of her insight and the rightness of her cause catches Jesus off-guard,
her daughter is healed and everyone is taught a lesson about how the
Kingdom of God breaks through in the most extraordinary ways. This story
also tells us of the power of intercessory prayer. The woman goes through her
ordeal not for herself but for her daughter. Her faith in Jesus is the vehicle by
which someone else’s life is enriched. So too for us. As Christians many of us
regularly tell others, whom we know are in need, that we will pray for them.
Often these people, some who do not share our faith, are touched by this
kindness. When we make our prayer intercessory, either at home or in the
Prayer of the Faithful at Mass, it can be our finest hour. We can learn a lot
about a parish from its intercessions. It can be the time when we forget about
ourselves and our needs for a while and ask for the needs of someone else,
even if we don’t know them. This type of prayer has the possibility of helping
us place our lives in context and reminding us that while we have a seat at
the world’s table, others are at our feet scavenging for scraps.

The best prayer reminds us that we have to get down and get dirty and work
to raise up all of God’s children to the places of honour which everyone
deserves.

© Richard Leonard S}, Liturgy Help © 2026.

We at St Themas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians of the land on which we
gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging, who have walked and cared for this land

for thousands of years.
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Parish News & Notices

We remember in our prayers

The sick: Richard Drum, Stan Rejmer, Deborah Houghton, Joan Scoftt, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa,

Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Tom Grant, Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez,

Megan Bowden, Carmel Horn, Judith Angela, Jan Effiney, Alex Stegman, Kui Liu, Eileen MacDermott, ||
Lorraine O’Leary, Rod Grove, Sr Belen, Trish Buckle, Evelyn Neave, Michael & Anne Murphy, Kay and

Paul Bertini, Anne & Peter Kelleher, Leo Plowman, Margaret Jermanus, Lachie James Edwards, Aldo, |,

Michael Colch & Giuseppa Petrilia,Lynne Jordan and Lynn Toon, Ray Duncanson, June Simpson,
Catherine Challinor, Hannah Parton, Lenore Dobbie, and Bernard Casey, Joanne, Mateo Heather & Eldrin Fernandes.

Recently deceased: YK Chong and Low Eng Oon.

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Joan Dennis,Jack Glockner, Mary Ellis, Hilda Burke, Elizabeth Ives,
Corliss Newman, Terence Sullivan, Dorothy Traynor, Maureen Morrissey, Eulalie Patterson, John Seppanen, Graham
Underwood, John Proudfoot, Eileen Dendle, Athol Wild, Lee Hunt, Ted Hanns, Bill O’Brien, Helen Bemrose, Fay Gee,
Lurlene Kent, Annie Buckley, John Ashwell, Dermott Casey, Margaret Moffat, Peter Riley, Alice Pacey, Lynette Buesel,
Diana Calvisi, Lance Fry, Betty Watt, Dot Kelly, Daphne Waller, Shirley Tessman and Hilary Petrie,Grace & Fausto

Albuquerque, Marshall & Luiza Fernandes.

Twentieth Sunday in

Ordinary Time Year A
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @
5:30pm

PARISH FINANCIAL SUPPORT
Please consider giving to our Planned Giving Program.
Your continued support for our Parish is much appreciated.
Collections & Planned Giving: BSB:064-786 / Acc: 100012966
Baptisms/Sacrament Programs/ Donations/ All other deposits:

Sun- 16 Aug

- Name: Camp Hill Parish
BSB:064-786 Acc: 100005597

Mon - 17 Aug Mass @ 9:00 AM

* We also have Tap n Go facility in the Church premises.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.

St Thomas’ Safeguarding Representatives:
Name: Michael Williamson Phone: 0439535654
Contact: Isr.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au.
This parish is Child Safety Aware and complies with Australian
Privacy Laws. A copy of the Safeguarding policy is situated on
the Notice Board outside of the church. STOPLINE CONTACT:
Phone 1300 304 400 Email AOB@stopline.com.au

Tue - 18 Aug Mass @ 9:00 AM

Wed - 19 Aug Mass @ 9:00 AM

Mass @ 9:00 AM

Thu - 20 Aug Memorial St Bernard, abbot, doctor

Mass @ 9am
Memorial St Pius X, Pope

Fri-21 Aug

“Great is your faith!
Let it be done for
you as you wish.’

Matthew 15:28

Devotion of the
Holy Rosary@ 7.30am — Church
Sat - 22 Aug Memorial The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Vigil Mass @ 5.30pm

Twenty-First Sunday in

Ordinary Time Year A
Mass @ 8.30am & Mass @
5:30pm

Sun- 23 Aug

THIS WEEK

Mass Organisers

Welcome/ Prayers of
the Faithful

1st Reader

2nd
Reader

Communion
Minister

Sat 15 Aug —
5.30pm

Tammie Davis

Irene Poh

Paul Bergin

Irene Poh

Tammie Davis

Sun 16 Aug—
8.30am

lubu Kelly

Amanda Sheridan &
Paul Mead

Amanda
Sheridan

Paul Mead

Tess Paolucci

Sun 16 Aug—
5.30pm

Zuzanna Horniak

Kathryn Flint

Kathryn Flint

Zuzanna Horniak

Zuzanna Horniak

NEXT WEEK

Sat 22 Aug -
5.30pm

Mary Harris

Required

Mary Harris

Required

Mary Harris

Sun 23 Aug-
8.30am

Moyra Walls

Tammie & James
Davis

James Mann

Tammie & James
Davis

Amanda Sheridan

Sun 23 Aug-
5.30pm

Caroline Sarra

Angelique Cahill

Angelique Cahill

Required

Caroline Sarra
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Parish News & Notices

Help form tomorrow's priests
With your gift, you help prepare future
priests for ministry, fostering faith, humility,
collaboration and service, at a time when
leadership in the Church matters deeply.

ANNUAL

22-23 August 2026
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Empower a child to dream
Your gift to the Mary Mackillop Bursary Fund
means the world to a child in need. Your gift
helps struggling families and ensures children

can access a holistic Catholic Education.

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGIN

Our Church  Our Mission  Our Cormrmnunity

22-23 August 2026

Be blessed and
bless others
with your gift

When we unite as one Archdiocesan family
through our gifts, we support ministries and
people within our own neighbourhoods,
reaching those in need, nurturing vocations,

and participating in God's own work.

ANNUAL
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN

Qur Ghurch - Our Mission  Our Community

ANNUAL
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN

ANNUAL
CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN

Our Church Qur Mission - Our Community Our Chusch - Our Mission - Ous Community

PHONE: 07 3324 3200 J WEB: catholiccampaign.com.au PHONE: 07 3324 3200
EMAIL: giving@bne.catholic.net.au

'WEB: catholiccampaign.com.au PHONE: 07 3324 3200 [l WEB: catholiccampaign.com.au
EMAIL: giving@bne.catholic.net.au EMAIL: giving@bne.catholic.net.au

Church Roof Restoration Works

We are delighted to inform you that restoration work on
our church’s roof is now underway.

During this time, all Masses, liturgies, and parish activi-
ties will continue as usual, and there will be no changes
to the regular Mass schedule. We kindly ask for your pa-
tience and understanding while these important works are
carried out to help preserve our church for future genera-
tions.

To help support the cost of this major project, we are also

to everyone who supported our
Fundraiser for Vinnies.

... To the Service and Outreach Team,
holding a Parish Raffle. We warmly encourage everyone to BRI Voo 8 Schaol \wedars. mperiing tes et
participate every ticket purchased will help contribute to- Him models. fie pasithiondes, Seaphars st s aitis
. and many helpers sorting, selling and of course
wards the restoration of our church. the many buyers...
Raffle tickets are available for purchase after all s8 e alittings Falping itk Rmnrslig S
weekend Masses. and you for staying, enjoying morning tea

Thank you for your ongoing generosity, support, and prayers oty osksei

What a great fun morning while
we made a great donation to our
local Vinnies.

Parish Weekday Mass Schedule Update —

as we undertake this important work together.

SACRAMENTAL -,-
PROGRAMME 2026-27 f

(13

Dear Parishioners, Please note the following change to our
weekday Mass schedule:

The Tuesday 9.00 AM Mass will be suspended from o -
Tuesday, 26 August, until further notice, as Fr John
=

Barlow will be away on annual leave. We appreciate your
—=> KEY DATES <=

1 & 22
AUGUST:

@ 31 AUGUST:
Q 2 SEPTEMBER:
-y + &=

o For further information, please contact the Parish Office.

understanding and patience during this time.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year A

Preparation Sessions
(3.00 pm arrival; 3.15-5.15 pm)

L]
First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23

| place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder.

Practice Session

Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36

From him, through him, and in him are all things.
Celebration of Confirmation

(5.30 pm)

Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
You are Peter, to you | will give the keys of the kingdom

of heaven.
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Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

First Reading: Isaiah 56:1.6-7

Thus says the Lord: Have a care for justice, act with integrity, for soon my salvation will come
and my integrity be manifest.

Foreigners who have attached themselves to the Lord to serve him and to love his name and
be his servants — all who observe the sabbath, not profaning it, and cling to my covenant —
these | will bring to my holy mountain. | will make them joyful in my house of prayer. Their
holocausts and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar, for my house will be called a
house of prayer for all the peoples.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4
O God, let all the nations praise you!

Second Reading: Romans 11:13-15. 29-32

Let me tell you pagans this: | have been sent to the pagans as their apostle, and | am proud
of being sent, but the purpose of it is to make my own people envious of you, and in this way
save some of them. Since their rejection meant the reconciliation of the world, do you know
what their admission will mean? Nothing less than a resurrection from the dead! God never
takes back his gifts or revokes his choice.

Just as you changed from being disobedient to God, and now enjoy mercy because of their
disobedience, so those who are disobedient now — and only because of the mercy shown to
you — will also enjoy mercy eventually. God has imprisoned all men in their own disobedience
only to show mercy to all mankind.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom

and healed all who were sick.
Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28

Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. Then out came a
Canaanite woman from that district and started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me.
My daughter is tormented by a devil.” But he answered her not a word. And his disciples went
and pleaded with him. ‘Give her what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’
He said in reply, ‘| was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of Israel.” But the woman had
come up and was kneeling at his feet. ‘Lord,” she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’” She retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.” Then Jesus answered her,
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.” And from that moment her daughter
was well again.
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