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Office hours
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F

MASS TIMES:
Sunday Eucharist
Saturday
5.30pm
Sunday
8.30am
Sunday
5.30pm
Weekday Eucharist
Monday
7.00am
Tuesday
7.00am
Thursday
9.00am
Friday
9.00am
Public Holiday 9.00am
Reconciliation
Saturday evenings 5.00-5.20pm
Adoration and Benediction
1st Friday After 9am Mass
Anointing of the Sick during Mass
Thursday 17th March @ 10.30am

Second Sunday of Lent

13th March 2022

Transformed by Prayer….
As we journey through the holy season of Lent, let us reflect upon our
practice of prayer. Prayer, of course, is much more than saying prayers.
It’s not only saying the rosary, or meditating upon Scripture, or reciting
beautifully composed prayers. Prayer is ultimately a relationship with
God. Prayer is an act of union and communion by which we are one
with God and God is one with us. Inside each one of us is a need for
prayer, a yearning to reach out to God. We feel that need to get away
from distractions, to be alone for a while, to help make more sense of
our lives.

This weekend’s Gospel gives a remarkable insight into the nature of
prayer. Jesus took with Him Peter and John and James and went up
the mountain to pray. One of the most important parts of true prayer is
that it takes place deep in the inner room of our soul. We too have to
find the high ground, remote enough to give us an overall view of our
petty world with all its preoccupations. A mountain can give us that
perspective, as indeed can a lake or a desert, places where Jesus also
liked to pray.
Lent is a time for us to try to create a space for prayer somewhere in
our lives. Only by prayer can we be transfigured and then try to change
our world. By reflecting deep inside ourselves, we will transfigure our
many and often complicated relationships. Prayer can renew our
sacramental life, our homes, our work and our communities. True
prayer is never boring. When we discover true prayer, we experience
the infinite mystery of God. May this Lent, be a time to strengthen our
love and devotion to God through the discovery of the gift of true prayer.

Blessings,
Fr. Dantus Thottathil
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Living the Gospel — Listen to Him!
God’s voice from the cloud claims Jesus as his Son, the Chosen One and then goes
on to instruct those present – and we, the readers – to ‘Listen to him!’ For the
disciples, this was a message not to get carried away with their own ideas about
the Messiah but to listen to what Jesus was saying about the suffering he must
endure and to what he was saying about true discipleship. Jesus tells us that to be
a follower of his involves sacrifice, hardship and often unpopularity. It is this
message we must listen to as much as the promise of salvation.

St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians
of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Parish News & Notices
We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,
Sue Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch
Recently Deceased: Kathleen Collins, Shirley Robinson
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Beatrice Fox, Timothy Marrinan, Antonio Lunatici, Theresa King, Antonio
D'Alessandro, Daryll King, Eileen Heggie, Margaret Perry, Ross Evans, Raymond Mullen, Neil Harkiss, Mary Wheatley, George
Coombes, Mark Pantarotto, James Croning, Gwendolyn Taylor, William O'Sullivan, John Graham, Jim Corbett, Vickie Robbins, Morgan
Innes, Beverley McKewin, Margaret Hess, Ronald Ashton, Patricia O’Connor, Maureen Harding, William Bradbury, Ron Kelly, Ian Douglas, Herb Collie, Lorraine Morrison, Bob Bongiorno and Joan Burlew

Baptisms

St Vincent de Paul Queensland Flood Appeal

We welcome…
Florence Jane Delaney,
daughter of Hayden & Ellla and
Margaux Elizabeth & Austen Harvey Redgrave
children of Michael & Rachael
being baptised in our Church this weekend.

To help those Queenslanders impacted by the
floods to recover and re-build their lives,
please consider making a donation.

May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your precious child
with love and peace on this special day and always.

A message from Aid to the Church in Need Australia:

Aid to the Church in Need has launched a national emergency appeal
for Ukraine. The immediate emergency help by assisting priests,
brothers, and religious sisters to continue their pastoral and outreach
programs. Can you provide aid to the Catholic people in Ukraine?
They need your help! Visit www.aidtochurch.org/ukraine

Go to https://qld.vinnes.org.au and click on
Qld Flood Appeal 2022. Thank you!
We pray for all who have been affected by the
floods; for the mental, emotional, physical and
financial burdens they carry as a result.
We especially keep in our prayers those in our
local community - or those connected to our
community - including Terri Foenander’s son,
Christopher and
his family.

The Week Ahead
Sun - March 13th

Second Sunday of Lent
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm
Baptisms @ 10am

Mon - March 14th

Mass @ 7am

Tues - March 15th

Mass @ 7am

Wed - March 16th

Mass @ 9am

Thur - March 17th
Fri - March 18th

Care & Concern
Healing Mass @ 10.30am
Mass @ 9am
Stations of the Cross 6.30pm
Followed by Lenten
‘Prayer & Share’ Group

Sat - March 19th

Mass @ 5.30pm

Sun - March 20th

Third Sunday of Lent
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm

Quote of the Week
Life itself is
a journey after all,
and what matters most
is not what you are getting,
but who you are becoming.

Parish News & Notices

Engaging the Kids…
Evangelisation Brisbane’s Lenten Calendar has lots of ideas
to help children engage in prayer, fasting and alms-giving.
Monday:
Find out more about Biru from India at
www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/biru-story/
Tuesday:
Write a thank you note to your teacher
Wednesday:
Pray for doctors and nurses
Thursday:
Wear something green today and pray for people
who are leaders
Friday: Read Ephesians 4:2
Saturday: Ask St Joseph to pray for your family

The March issue is now available in church for only $4.
Leading stories include …
 Bishop Tim Norton ordained as auxiliary bishop for
Archdiocese of Brisbane
 Inala Centre at heart of worship and cultural activities
 Singing Mercy Sister Janet Mead dies in Adelaide
 Sr Salvacion brings hope to inner-city vulnerable
 80 year old Christine holds love of music and
Church in perfect harmony

Get your copy in the church for just $4
or subscribe to the weekly email
at catholicleader.com.au

Second Sunday of Lent
12 & 13 March
As a person with a disability living
in remote India, Biru faced the
prospect of a life of poverty and
discrimination. With your support,
he participated in entrepreneurship
training and gained the skills to
become financially independent.
Please
donate
to
Project
Compassion 2022 to help people
living with disabilities in India
gain access to education and
clean water, empowering them with skills to build a
better future for all.
You can donate through Project Compassion boxes and
envelopes available in the church, at
lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024

Stations of the Cross
will be celebrated each Friday
during Lent at 6.30pm
Directly after Stations of the Cross you
are invited to join St Thomas’ ‘Prayer &
Share’ Group for prayer and reflection.
Mass will also be celebrated each
Wednesday during Lent at 9am.
The Parish Office recently
had a visit from the Sully
family, to donate some
items which belonged to
their parents, past parishioners Alf & Josie Sully; a
bible, portrait of Jesus
and book about St Thomas’
Parish Golden Jubilee.
The Sully family were
members of our parish
from 1960 to 2003 and
attended school here at St
Thomas’.
It is lovely to reconnect with past parishioners and
hear their fond memories of their time in our parish.
We thank Maree, Patricia, Vanessa & Paul for taking
the time to get in touch and for their kind donation.

The Cathedral Seminars

Throughout 2022, the Archdiocese’s Adult Formation Team
will host four seminars to help you grow in understanding of
what the Church teaches and how to incorporate it into your
lived experience. In this first seminar, Shane Dwyer
(Associate Director, Adult Formation) will lead participants
through the significance of the life, death and resurrection
of Jesus for our lives today. Come and help yourself get the
most out of Lent this year.
March Seminar: Getting into Lent
Time: 7-8:30pm Date: Thursday 31st March 2022
Location: Francis Rush Centre, Cathedral Precinct
(196 Charlotte St, Brisbane City)
Cost: $10pp RSVP: Tuesday 29 March
Register now at https://tinyurl.com/Gettingintolent

Readings
Second Sunday of Lent – Year C
First Reading: (Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18)
Taking Abram outside the Lord said, ‘Look up to heaven and count the stars if you can. Such will be your descendants’ he told him. Abram put his faith in the Lord, who counted this as making him justified.
‘I am the Lord’ he said to him ‘who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldaeans to make you heir to this land.’ ‘My
Lord, the Lord’ Abram replied, ‘how am I to know that I shall inherit it?’ He said to him, ‘Get me a three-year-old
heifer, a three-year-old goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these,
cut them in half and put half on one side and half facing it on the other; but the birds he did not cut in half. Birds
of prey came down on the carcasses but Abram drove them off.
Now as the sun was setting Abram fell into a deep sleep, and terror seized him. When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, there appeared a smoking furnace and a firebrand that went between the halves. That day the
Lord made a Covenant with Abram in these terms:
‘To your descendants I give this land,
from the wadi of Egypt to the Great River.’

Responsorial Psalm:

The Lord is my light and my salvation.

Second Reading: (Philippians 3:17-4:1)
My brothers, be united in following my rule of life. Take as your models everybody who is already doing this and
study them as you used to study us. I have told you often, and I repeat it today with tears, there are many who
are behaving as the enemies of the cross of Christ. They are destined to be lost. They make foods into their god
and they are proudest of something they ought to think shameful; the things they think important are earthly
things. For us, our homeland is in heaven, and from heaven comes the saviour we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do that
by the same power with which he can subdue the whole universe.
So then, my brothers and dear friends, do not give way but remain faithful in the Lord. I miss you very much,
dear friends; you are my joy and my crown.
Gospel Acclamation

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard:
this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel: (Luke 9:28-36)
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of
his face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking
to him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and they were speaking of his passing which he was to
accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were heavy with sleep, but they kept awake and saw his
glory and the two men standing with him. As these were leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful
for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know
what he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered them with shadow; and when they went into the
cloud the disciples were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. The disciples kept silence and, at that time,
told no one what they had seen.

For the Children...
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C

Jesus shines like the sun

Jesus allowed his closest friends to
glimpse the power and brilliance of God.
He took his friends Peter, James and John
up a steep mountain to pray. While Jesus
prayed to God, his face changed and his
clothes became shining white.

LET US PRAY

Jesus, fill me with the light of your love and
faith. Make me shine with the light of your
goodness. Amen.

Readings for Next Sunday
Third Sunday of Lent
First Reading:
Exodus 3: 1-8, 13-15
The Lord calls Moses from a burning bush.

Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
We must learn from the example
of our ancestors.

Gospel:
Luke 13: 1-9
The parable of the fig tree.

