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7.00am
Thursday
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9.00am
Public Holiday 9.00am
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Adoration and Benediction
1st Friday After 9am Mass
Anointing of the Sick during Mass
Thursday 17th March @ 10.30am

PARISH TEAM:
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Fr Dantus Thottathil
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au
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Sr Analissa Balderama
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Parish Secretary
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stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au

St Thomas’ School
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL 4152

Ph: 07 3398 6633
E:pcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au
Principal - Mike Armstrong
APRE
- Paula McConnon

Third Sunday of Lent

20th March 2022

The choice is up to us….
One of themes throughout Lent is the compassion and mercy of our
God. It is something that we constantly need to be reminded of and be
thankful for. Our God is always faithful and merciful. His love for us
never changes, no matter how we behave, no matter how serious our
sins may be. It has to be that way because our God not only loves, God
is love. Love is of the very essence of His being; He can only love. His
love is like the sun which gives its warmth to good and bad alike; like
the gentle nurturing rain which falls on us all. And we are called, to the
best of our ability, to imitate this – to love always and unconditionally.
Because we find that difficult, it is hard for us to think of God loving
purely that way.
It is absolutely true – and we should never have doubts about this –
that, if we sin, God continues to love us as He always did and does. But
it is also true that, if we sin, we are turning away from Him. And so we
separate ourselves. Love is essentially mutual, it is a two-way process,
it is a bonding. Love is not complete unless it is responding the same
from both sides. So God’s love is not whole, is not fully effective in us
until we have opened ourselves to receive it and given ours in return.
When we sin, God does not stop loving us; it is we who stop the flow of
love to Him. It is only our actions that who damage the relationship.
There is no need for us ever to be afraid of God. His desire is not to
punish us or the world around us. But we do have the choice to come
closer to Him, to experience that love He is offering, to open ourselves
to that relationship or, like the Prodigal Son, go our own way, and
separate ourselves from Him. The choice is always there. God’s love is
freely given for the taking and the giving. What are we waiting for? So I
invite everyone to celebrate the Second rite of Reconciliation in our
parish on Thursday 7th April at 6.30 pm as an important preparation for
Holy Week. And I will be available for individual confession during Lent
after weekday masses on request.

Blessings,
Fr. Dantus Thottathil

Living the Gospel — Band Things/Good People
Today’s gospel taps in to the vexing question: ‘Why do bad things happen to good
people?’ The question implies that God is punishing good people. Surprisingly,
this attitude continues and one only has to watch news coverage of a tragedy to
hear someone ask, ‘How could God let this happen?’ The very question suggests a
belief in a God who interferes in our lives and manipulates events. Jesus suggests
that tragic events are not punishment from God, but the accidental, deliberate or
natural event does provide a reminder to turn our lives around and live lives that
matter.

St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians
of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Parish News & Notices
We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,
Sue Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Beatrice Fox, Timothy Marrinan, Antonio Lunatici, Theresa King, Antonio
D'Alessandro, Daryll King, Eileen Heggie, Margaret Perry, Ross Evans, Raymond Mullen, Neil Harkiss, Mary Wheatley, George
Coombes, Mark Pantarotto, James Croning, Gwendolyn Taylor, William O'Sullivan, John Graham, Jim Corbett, Vickie Robbins, Morgan
Innes, Beverley McKewin, Margaret Hess, Ronald Ashton, Patricia O’Connor, Maureen Harding, William Bradbury, Ron Kelly, Ian Douglas, Herb Collie, Lorraine Morrison, Bob Bongiorno and Joan Burlew

Silver Cleaning

We are seeking volunteers to assist with cleaning
the church silver before our Easter celebrations.
If you can spare an hour, please meet at the
Church on Thursday 7th April at 9.30am.
Everyone is welcome and many hands make light
work! Thanks for your support.

St Patrick’s Day
It was wonderful to gather for our Care & Concern Group’s
annual St Patrick’s Day Healing Mass on Thursday 17th March.
Due to restrictions in place when the event was planned we were
unable to have a sit-down celebration but it was a lovely chance to
catch up and each attendee took home a delicious morning tea
pack. Our Care & Concern team did an amazing job planning,
cooking and making sure everything went smoothly. Thanks also
to those who help set up for Mass and to our musicians.
We are, as always, very grateful for each of you.

St Vincent de Paul 2022 Flood Appeal
To support SVDP flood recovery efforts,
donations can be made:
 Via the website at

vinnies.org.au/QLDFloodAppeal22.
 Direct contributions

by calling 13 18 12 or direct deposit to
BSB: 064 000 | Acc #t: 1366 1492 |
Acc Name: Disaster Appeal | Ref: Your name/
company. If donating by direct deposit please
email qld.donations@svdpqld.org.au
with EFT confirmation and your details,
for tax deductible receipt.
Please contact the Fundraising team with any
questions on qld.donations@svdpqld.org.au

Thank you
The Week Ahead
Sun - March 20th

Third Sunday of Lent
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm

Mon - March 21st

Mass @ 7am

Tues - March 22nd

Mass @ 7am

Wed - March 23rd

Mass @ 9am

Thur - March 24th

Fri - March 25th

Sat - March 26th
Sun - March 27th

Mass @ 9am
PFC Meeting
The Annunciation of the Lord
Mass @ 9am
Stations of the Cross 6.30pm
Followed by Lenten
‘Prayer & Share’ Group
First Reconciliation Workshop
@ 3.45pm
Mass @ 5.30pm
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm
Baptisms @ 10am

Quote of the Week
Life
is never without a need
never without a problem
never without a hurtful moment….
But never forget
that we have a Loving God
who is protecting, guiding
and helping us
to attain a meaningful life!

Parish News & Notices
Stations of the Cross
will be celebrated each Friday
during Lent at 6.30pm
Directly after Stations of the Cross you
are invited to join St Thomas’ ‘Prayer &
Share’ Group for prayer and reflection.
Mass will also be celebrated each
Wednesday during Lent at 9am.

DATE CLAIMER:
The Second Rite of Reconciliation
during Lent will be celebrated on
Thursday 7th April at 6.30pm.

Engaging the Kids…
Evangelisation Brisbane’s Lenten Calendar has lots of
ideas to help children engage in prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
Monday: Find out about Janice from Australia
www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion/janice-story/
Tuesday: Say a prayer of thanks before meals
Wednesday: Pray for your grandparents
and relatives
Thursday: Help clean up after dinner
Friday: The Annunciation: pray the Hail Mary,
Mary to pray for your family.
Saturday: Learn 1 Corinthians 13:13

Third Sunday of Lent
19 & 20 March
Janice 44, is a proud Wagilak
woman, a traditional dancer, who
tells stories through movements
handed down over generations.
With your support, Janice and the
Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation
support the community to generate
income and employment, while
keeping culture alive.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 and
help provide employment and training for First
Australians, allowing them to remain on country
and keep their culture alive.
You can donate through Project Compassion boxes
and envelopes available in the church, at
lent.caritas.org.au, or call 1800 024 413.

ST THOMAS’ SCHOOL FETE
Sunday 12 June 2022
The St Thomas’ School Fete is fast approaching please mark Sunday 12th June in your diary.
Starting after 8.30am Mass, all parishioners and
local community members are invited to attend.
There will be cakes and sweets, food and drinks,
stage performances, rides and much more!

We are also seeking your help!
The Arts & Craft Stall is looking for donations of
items to sell at the stall on Fete Day. Are you
crafty? Can you knit, sew or make loveable handmade items, or do you have a family member,
neighbour or friend who could? We would love
the support of anyone in the parish community
who could contribute.
For any questions regarding the St
Thomas’ School Fete please get in
touch with us by emailing
stthomasfete@gmail.com. Follow our
Fete Facebook Page for updates.

Readings
Third Sunday of Lent – Year C
First Reading: (Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15)
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of Midian. He led his flock to the far side of
the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in the
shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it was
not being burnt up. ‘I must go and look at this strange sight,’ Moses said, ‘and see why the bush is not burnt.’
Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and God called to him from the middle of the bush. ‘Moses, Moses!’
he said. ‘Here I am’ he answered. ‘Come no nearer’ he said. ‘Take off your shoes, for the place on which you
stand is holy ground. I am the God of your father,’ he said ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob.’ At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look at God.
And the Lord said, ‘I have seen the miserable state of my people in Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of
their slave-drivers. Yes, I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the hands of the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow.’
Then Moses said to God, ‘I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and say to them, “The God of your fathers has
sent me to you.” But if they ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?’ And God said to Moses, ‘I Am who
I Am. This’ he added ‘is what you must say to the sons of Israel: “The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.” This is my name for all time; by this
name I shall be invoked for all generations to come.’
Responsorial Psalm:

The Lord is kind and merciful.

Second Reading: (1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12)
I want to remind you how our fathers were all guided by a cloud above them and how they all passed through
the sea. They were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the same spiritual food and all
drank the same spiritual drink, since they all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and
that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please God and their corpses littered the desert.
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked lusts for forbidden things that they had.
You must never complain: some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer.
All this happened to them as a warning and it was written down to be a lesson for us who are living at the end of
the age. The man who thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall.
Gospel Acclamation

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Repent, says the Lord; the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Gospel: (Luke 9:28-36)
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater sinners than
any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those
eighteen on whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were more guilty than all
the other people living in Jerusalem? They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish as
they did.’
He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but found
none. He said to the man who looked after the vineyard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to
look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man
replied “leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not,
then you can cut it down.”’

For the Children...
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C

God gives us another chance

Sometimes when we are ready to give up, we
decide to give something one more chance
and then find our that we finally succeed. God
is always ready to give us another chance,
even when we get things wrong again and
again.

LET US PRAY

Lord, take my hand and show me the way.
Help me to get up when I fall and try again,
knowing that you will always give me another chance. Amen.

Readings for Next Sunday
Fourth Sunday of Lent
First Reading:
Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord removes the reproach of Egypt.

Second Reading:
2 Corinthians 5:17-21
All is new in Christ.

Gospel:
Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32
The parable of the prodigal son.

