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Fourth Sunday of Easter

8th May 2022

Gospel Reflection by Greg Sunter
Shepherds in the first century did not have a particularly good reputation.
Whilst the task itself was a responsible one, it was usually undertaken by
hired help – usually young men or even boys. Being hired help, they had
little allegiance to the flock and were generally regarded as basically untrustworthy and often accused of illicitly selling off the sheep’s milk and
even the occasional lamb. They lived for months at a time out in the hills
with the sheep; often risking their lives in defence of their flock, yet still
regarded with suspicion. Shepherds were held in such low regard that
they could not appear in court as a witness. Yet, despite this grim picture
of shepherds, Jesus described himself as the Good Shepherd. With that
one word, he acknowledged the reputation of shepherds but utterly
dismissed it by describing himself as a shepherd – but a good shepherd.
He chose to describe himself as the worst of all occupations but raised
the status to unimpeachable heights.
In describing himself as the good shepherd, Jesus joined a distinguished
list of biblical shepherds: Abraham, his son Isaac, and grandson Jacob
were all shepherds; Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, when God appeared to him in the burning bush and revealed God’s
name; and the great King, David, began life as a humble shepherd-boy.
So, despite the poor reputation of shepherds in Jewish society, some of
the greatest leaders of the Jews began life as shepherds.

Gospel Focus - Eternal Life
In the gospel passage, Jesus says of the sheep that belong to him, ‘I give
them eternal life.’ He does not say, I give them the promise of eternal life.
The message that comes through the gospel of John is clear that eternal life
is not some future existence, but rather a new way of being in the here and
now. But that is not to suggest that there is not an ‘eternal’ quality to eternal life. The gospel of John makes clear that eternal life begins in the here
and now but has no end.

Happy Mother’s Day
to all the much loved mums in our parish,
and those who take on a mothering role.
Dear Lord
Please watch over and support all mothers,
(and those who take on a mother’s role), on earth and in heaven;
and help them know how much they are loved and appreciated
on Mother’s Day and every day.
Amen.

St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians
of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Parish News & Notices
We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,
Sue Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Jayne and Devan, Eileen MacDermott, Kui Liu
Recently Deceased: Reg Sawyer, Vince Thornton
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Blue Smith, Peter Ryan, Margaret Murray, Benjamino Giacomodonato, Anthony
Volmer, Beryl Robinson, Justin Cosgrove, Gordon Bissett, Les Bertini, Savatore Vitale, John Leahy, Aileen Cokayne, Fr Bob Mitchell,
Rita Leslie, James O'Connor, Darcy Dickson, Dorothy Vaughan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Mary Rafferty, Suzanne Ballinger, Geraldine Simento,
Irene Matthews, Michael O’Connor, Des O’Toole, Sid O’Toole, Joseph ‘Gerry’ Cremin, Mona Costa, Margaret Simson, Bill Collins,
Russell Lea, Tom Killian, Edie Coughlan, Bernadette Moy.

World Wide Marriage Encounter

offers weekend retreat
experience for married couples. Take time to refresh your marriage,
restore communication, rekindle romance, renew commitment.

The Week Ahead
Sun - May 8th

Mass @ 8.30am and 5.30pm
Mother’s Day
Baptisms @ 10am

Mon - May 9th

Mass @ 7am

Tues - May 10th

Mass @ 7am

Wed - May 11th

Mass @ 9am

Thur - May 12th

Mass @ 9am

Fri - May 13th

Mass @ 9am

Sat - May 14th

Mass @ 5.30pm
Confirmation Preparation Session
@ 4.15pm

Sun - May 15th

Mass @ 8.30am and 5.30pm
Confirmation Preparation Session
@ 9.30am
Baptisms @ 10am

BOOK NOW: 13-15 May 22 Live-in weekend Santa Teresa, Ormiston
For information go to: www.wwme.org.au or to book:
David & Maria Murphy 0481307821
dandmmurphy@optusnet.com.au

Quote of the Week
God speaks in the silence
of the heart.
Listening is the beginning
of prayer.
~ Mother Teresa ~

Baptisms
We welcome…
Sam Ray Telfer,
son of Adrian & Carly
being baptised in our Church this weekend.

May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your precious child
with love and peace on this special day and always.

Parish News & Notices

NATIONWIDE ROSARY
National Holy Rosary to Our Lady Help
of Christians, Patroness of Australia, on
Saturday 21st May. Parishioners are
encouraged to pray at home or in a
group. At this very unsettled time in
our world, we are sure this call to unity
in prayer with our Blessed Mother
Mary will help to restore peace and
love in people's lives, especially those
experiencing war, famine, abuse,
sickness or homelessness.

The annual St Vincent de Paul Winter Appeal will
launch next weekend - 14th/15th May.
Donations can be made to the SVDP bank account:
BSB 064786 / Acc 100026595 (please notify parish
office with name, address and amount donated).
Official appeal envelopes for cash, cheque or credit
card donations will also be available.
A reminder that donations of $2 and over are tax
deductible.

HOLY WAT ER
You are welcome to take home some Holy Water
which was blessed at Easter. It can be found in the
Chapel behind the Presiders Chair. Small bottles are
available to fill, or you are welcome to bring your
own vessel.

Don’t Miss Out!
There are still tickets available to the
FREE Lord Mayor's City Hall Concert:
Sean Sennett: I Left My Heart
Tuesday 31st May, 12PM - 1PM, Brisbane City Hall
We will travel by Maxi Taxi to/from City Hall.
If interested please contact the
Parish Office on 3398 1154
or stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au

Readings
Fourth Sunday of Easter
First Reading: (Acts 13: 14, 43-52)
Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went to synagogue on
the sabbath and took their seats.
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with
them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace God had given them.
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of God. When they saw the crowds, the
Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said. Then Paul
and Barnabas spoke out boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it,
since you do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord
commanded us to do when he said:
I have made you a light for the nations,
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’
It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all who were destined
for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole countryside.
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading men of the city and
persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. So they shook the dust
from their feet in defiance and went off to Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.
Responsorial Psalm:

We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Second Reading: (Revelations 7:9, 14-17)
I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe and language; they
were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and holding palms in their
hands. One of the elders said to me, ‘These are the people who have been through the great persecution, and
because they have washed their robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s
throne and serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne will spread his tent over
them. They will never hunger or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them, because
the Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water; and God will
wipe away all tears from their eyes.’
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me! Alleluia!

Gospel: (John 10:27-30)
Jesus said:
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
I know them and they follow me.
I give them eternal life;
they will never be lost
and no one will ever steal them from me.
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone,
and no one can steal from the Father.
The Father and I are one.’

For the Children...
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
The Sheep and the Shepherd
The Bible tells us that we are like sheep. No, we are
not woolly and we don’t make sheep noises! We are
like sheep because sheep need someone to care for
them, just as we do. Jesus is our Good Shepherd.
He loves and protects us, just like a shepherd. In
return we listen to His voice and follow him.

LET US PRAY

Dear Jesus,
Thank you for speaking to us, and caring for us. Help us always listen
to You and follow Your voice. Amen.

Readings for Next Sunday
Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Reading:
Acts 14:21-27
Paul and Barnabas journey extensively,
returning to Antioch.

Second Reading:
Revelations 21:1-5
John sees a new Jerusalem.

Gospel:
John 13: 31-35

Jesus issues a new commandment,
love one another.

