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- Paula McConnon

Fifth Sunday of Easter

15th May 2022

Gospel Reflection by Richard Leonard

The word love has to be the most misused word in
our language. We often say we love our house, our
car, our holiday or even ice cream. Then we use
exactly the same word to describe feelings for our
spouse, family, friends or children. If language is a
window into meaning, then we are in strife at the
loose way we transfer the same word for vastly
different feelings and realities. At least I hope we feel
differently about people over possessions.
The love Jesus encourages us to have in today's Gospel is a very particular
love. He tells us not just to love one another, but to ‘love as I have loved you’.
The core of Jesus’ love for us is sacrificial love, where he laid down his life
that we might live. While love is a popular word, and even more popular
notion, in our music, film, art and literature, sacrificial love is not something
we hear much about these days or that we embrace very easily.
Sacrificial love is demonstrated in deeds not words. It states there is no point
in saying we love anyone unless our actions follow the profession we make.
Sacrificial love is not just about warm and fuzzy feelings; it is an intensely
practical affair where our love is judged by our gentleness, kindness and
patience with each other. Christian love is not arrogant or rude, it does not
drag other people down, but rejoices and weeps when others are successful
or downhearted. Loving as Jesus has loved means telling the truth with
compassion, forgiving, working at trust and holding on to faith in the face of
difficult times. Jesus does not promise us that this commandment is easy,
just necessary if we are to love as he loves us.

While sacrificial love demands of us that we die unto self, Jesus never asked
us to ‘kill’ ourselves. The distinction matters. All too often the Church has
been guilty of giving out this teaching in a way that people thought they
should put up with violent, undignified and soul-destroying behaviour from
their spouse, children, parents, family or friends. Sacrificial love is never
destructive. It is a free gift where we sometimes forego other options, opportunities and even good things for a love and life that is even better. The Lord
laid down his life for us and in turn the Father raised him up to a glorified life.
What's true for him is true for us. We lay down our lives for each other so we
can take up a new and richer life. We are never meant to destroy ourselves
or stay in relationships that rip our dignity from us. Sometimes the most
Christian thing we can do is to set up boundaries or make decisions that
protect ourselves from behaviour which is neither loving nor Christian.

THIS WEEKEND Camp Hill St Vincent
de Paul group is seeking your financial
assistance to enable us support those
in need in our area as they battle the
cost of living rises.
On the pews are appeal envelopes
which you can use for cash, cheque or credit card donations. Please add these
to the normal collection basket over the next two weekends. Donations can
also be made to the SVDP bank account: BSB 064786/Acc 100026595 (please
notify parish office with name, address, amount donated). Donations of $2 and
over are tax deductible.

St Thomas’ acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custodians
of the land on which we gather. We pay our respects to elders - past, present and emerging,
who have walked and cared for this land for thousands of years.

Parish News & Notices
We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,
Sue Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden,
Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Jayne and Devan, Eileen MacDermott, Kui Liu
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time: Blue Smith, Peter Ryan, Margaret Murray, Benjamino Giacomodonato, Anthony
Volmer, Beryl Robinson, Justin Cosgrove, Gordon Bissett, Les Bertini, Savatore Vitale, John Leahy, Aileen Cokayne, Fr Bob Mitchell,
Rita Leslie, James O'Connor, Darcy Dickson, Dorothy Vaughan, Marie Fitzpatrick, Mary Rafferty, Suzanne Ballinger, Geraldine Simento,
Irene Matthews, Michael O’Connor, Des O’Toole, Sid O’Toole, Joseph ‘Gerry’ Cremin, Mona Costa, Margaret Simson, Bill Collins,
Russell Lea, Tom Killian, Edie Coughlan, Bernadette Moy.

Don’t Miss Out!
There are still tickets available to the FREE Lord Mayor's City Hall
Concert: Sean Sennett: I Left My Heart
Tuesday 31st May, 12PM - 1PM, Brisbane City Hall
We will travel by Maxi Taxi to/from City Hall.
If interested please contact the Parish Office ASAP on 3398 1154

NATIONWIDE ROSARY
National Holy Rosary to Our Lady Help of Christians, Patroness of Australia, Saturday 21st May.
Parishioners are encouraged to pray at home or
in a group.
At this very unsettled time in our world, we are
sure this call to unity in prayer with our Blessed
Mother Mary will help restore peace and love in
people's lives, especially those experiencing
war, famine, abuse, sickness or homelessness.

Baptisms
We welcome…
Sophia Daniela Harvey, daughter of Liz & Braden
Ava Burgaty, daughter of Claire & Jason,
Hugo James and Jack Ronald Morgan,
sons of Luisa & Brett
being baptised in our Church this weekend.

May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your precious child
with love and peace on this special day and always.

The Week Ahead
Sun - May 15th

Mass @ 8.30am and 5.30pm
Baptisms @ 10am

Mon - May 16th

Mass @ 7am

Tues - May 17th

Mass @ 7am

Wed - May 18th

Mass @ 9am

Thur - May 19th

Mass @ 9am

Fri - May 20th

Mass @ 9am

Sat - May 21st

Mass @ 5.30pm
Confirmation Preparation Session
@ 4.15pm

Sun - May 22nd

Mass @ 8.30am and 5.30pm
Confirmation Preparation Session
@ 9.30am
Baptisms @ 10am

Quote of the Week
Let us remember that love
lives through sacrifice
and is nourished by giving.
Without sacrifice,
there is no love.
~ St Maximilian Kolbe ~

Parish News & Notices
National Volunteer Week is Australia’s largest annual celebration of
volunteering. Volunteering brings people together, builds communities
and creates a better society for everyone.
We are so appreciative of all our fabulous volunteers who help make
our parish the vibrant, welcoming community it is.
There are so many ways you can volunteer your time and talent at St
Thomas’ Parish. Go to camphillcatholicparish.org.au/volunteers.html
for information, or contact the Parish Office.

Position Vacant Receptionist/Multimedia Assistant
Applications are open for the above position at Holy
Cross Funerals. The position is part-time, 25 hours
per week over 5 days Monday to Friday 9am- 2pm.
For information, please visit the Archdiocese of
Brisbane website https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/
and to careers.
Applications close: 30 May 2022
The Archdiocese of Brisbane has standards of conduct for workers to
maintain a safe and healthy environment for children. Our commitment to these standards requires that we conduct working with
children checks and background referencing for all persons who will
engage in direct and regular involvement with children and young
people (0 - 18 years) and/or vulnerable adults. The organisation is
fully committed to child safety and has a 0 tolerance to abuse of
children or vulnerable adults.

ST IGNATIUS’ WOMEN’S NIGHT OF SPIRITUALITY
St Ignatius’ Women’s Night of Spirituality presents
Joan Chittister osb for the Toowong Parish’s annual
event celebrating women’s spirituality.
Joan Chittister is a practical theologian and renowned
author on women’s spirituality. Joan has written more
than 50 books, including the recent The Time is Now.
Joan’s books will be available for purchase and she will
be available to sign books after the event.
When: Friday 3 June 2022
Time: 7—9pm (AEST)
Where: Stuartholme School Chapel,
365 Birdwood Terrace, Toowong.
Tickets: $35 each
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/BYQTJ
For more details go to www.stignatiustoowong.org.au

KEEP IN TOUCH:
 Visit our website -

www.camphillcatholicparish.org.au

 LIKE our Parish Facebook page -

StThomasCatholicParishCampHill

facebook.com/

 Read our newsletter - copies available at church

or on the website. Sign up to have it delivered to
your inbox.

Readings
Fifth Sunday of Easter
First Reading: (Acts 14:21-27)
Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put fresh heart into the disciples,
encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We all have to experience many hardships’ they said ‘before we
enter the kingdom of God.’ In each of these churches they appointed elders, and with prayer and fasting they
commended them to the Lord in whom they had come to believe.
They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the word at Perga they went down
to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch, where they had originally been commended to the grace of God for
the work they had now completed.
On their arrival they assembled the church and gave an account of all that God had done with them, and how he
had opened the door of faith to the pagans.
Responsorial Psalm:

I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.

Second Reading: (Revelations 21: 1-5)
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had disappeared now, and there
was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as
beautiful as a bride all dressed for her husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You see this
city? Here God lives among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, and he will be
their God; his name is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will be no more death,
and no more mourning or sadness. The world of the past has gone.
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’
Gospel Acclamation

Alleluia, Alleluia!
I give you a new commandment:
love one another as I have loved you.

Alleluia!

Gospel: (John 13:31-35)
When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified,
and in him God has been glorified.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will in turn glorify him in himself,
and will glorify him very soon.
My little children,
I shall not be with you much longer.
I give you a new commandment:
love one another;
just as I have loved you,
you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are my disciples.’

For the Children...
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Love One Another
One of the greatest commandments that God
has given us is to love one another. But what
does this look like in our lives? The love that
Jesus was talking about means thinking kindly
of people, speaking kindly and treating others
how you would like to be treated.

LET US PRAY

Dear Jesus,
Help us to always love one another just as you have loved us and to
show our love through our actions each day. Amen.

Readings for Next Sunday
Sixth Sunday of Easter
First Reading:
Acts 15:1-2, 22-29
The Apostles decide not to burden
the Gentiles unnecessarily.

Second Reading:
Revelations 21:10-14, 22-23
An angel shows John the new Jerusalem.

Gospel:
John 14: 23-29

Jesus leaves peace as his farewell.

