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Gospel Reflection

21st November 2021

by Greg Sunter

This week marks the end of the liturgical year. Next week, with the first week of Advent, we begin the new
liturgical cycle. It is fitting that the Church concludes the liturgical year with the celebration of Christ the King.
The conversation between Jesus and Pilate displays a lot of word play on the part of Jesus and quite a lot of
confusion on the part of Pilate. The confusion stems from different perceptions of what it means to be a king.
For Pilate, part of the most powerful political and military rule in the ancient world, the idea of a king was a
threat. Claiming kingship was claiming authority and power that would inevitably lead to challenging the authority and power of Rome and, more directly, its representative in Palestine – Pilate. Jesus, of course, had a
completely different idea about ushering in a kingdom. He does indeed declare that he is a king and that is
what leads us to today’s feast of Christ the King. However, his intention is not to claim a position of power and
authority.
When we think back to Jesus’ teachings about the kingdom of God, we recall that he declares the people of
highest status – the first – in the kingdom to be the lowliest of this world. It is the poor, the sick, the outcast,
the children and the widows who will hold the highest places in the kingdom of God. In a kingdom like that,
what does it mean to declare oneself king? The confusion about what it means to be a king that is captured in
this interaction between Jesus and Pilate is the same confusion that we saw among the
disciples as they
came to terms with exactly what it means to be the Messiah.
Gospel Focus – Truth
Jesus says to Pilate that he came into the world ‘to bear witness to the truth; and all who are on the side of
truth listen to my voice.’ That is where today’s gospel passage finishes but as the gospel continues on, Pilate
famously asks Jesus ‘What is truth?’ and the question is left dangling; unanswered. The truth Jesus has
borne witness to is the truth of his whole life – the revelation of God’s love for humanity. It is for proclaiming
this truth that Jesus is placed on trial and is brought before Pilate.

Christmas Mass Times 2021
Christmas Eve*
Friday 24th December
No 9.00am Mass
5.30pm ~ Family Mass
7.30pm ~ Christmas Vigil
Christmas Day
Saturday 25th December
8.30am ~ Christmas Mass
No 5.30pm Mass
Sunday 26th December
Feast of Holy Family
8.30am & 5.30pm Mass
*Christmas Carols 20 minutes prior to Mass

Feast of Christ the King
1st reading:
Daniel 7:13-14 His sovereignty is eternal.
2nd Reading: Rev 1: 5-8 The ruler of the kings of the earth made us a line of kings, priests to serve his God..
Gospel: John 18:33-37 You say that I am a king.

Parish News & Notices

Our St Thomas the Apostle St Vincent de Paul Conference asks that you join with us in offering a hand, for
Christmas and beyond, to those who need assistance and who are living here in Camp Hill or in nearby
suburbs. We have found the vouchers and monetary help you have given in previous years to be of great help
and we wish to continue this for Christmas 2021.
There are again a number of ways you can contribute:
 direct transfer to our bank account BSB: 064786/Acc no: 100026595. Please make a clear reference with
your payment and send an email to the parish office with your name, address and amount given, for your
receipt.
 credit card or cash donations can be placed in the Appeal envelopes available from the stand near the exit
to the church or use a clearly marked envelope with same details inside the envelope. Envelopes can be
placed in the marked box near the exit door.
 single store gift vouchers from Coles, Woolworths, Aldi, Target, Kmart, or Best and Less. If you cannot find
single store gift vouchers, then we can, with discernment, utilize group gift cards from Coles/Myer or
Woolworths group. Vouchers can be placed in the labelled box near the exit door. These are so useful as
they can provide for the Christmas celebration tables of our companions, household needs, small electrical
appliances, bed linen, personal care items, and can enable our companions to buy some small gifts for their
loved ones and/or fresh food for Christmas.
Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible (unfortunately vouchers are not included)

Thankyou for your continued support.

Baptisms
We welcome the children recently baptised in our church:
Sunday 14th November:
Hamish Stephen Fairley, son of Scott & Claire;
Cooper James Loosley, son of Christopher & Cassandra;
Winifred Audrey Joan Meehan, daughter of Patrick & Louise
Olivia Helena Wyszynski, daughter of Piotr & Rachel,
Sunday 21st November:
Arabella Rose & Eva James Horwill, children of James& Lauren
Sophie Isobel Radford, daughter of Ben & Sarah
Ray William & Ava Isabell Waugh, children of Mackenzie & Cassandra

May Jesus, who loves all children, bless your precious child
with His love and peace on this special day and always

The Week Ahead
Sun - Nov 21st

Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm
Baptisms @ 10am

Mon - Nov 22nd

Mass @ 7am

Tues - Nov 23rd

Mass @ 7am

Wed - Nov 24th

-

Thurs - Nov 25th

Mass @ 9am

Fri - Nov 26th

Mass @ 9am

Sat - Nov 27th

Mass @ 5.30pm

Sun - Nov 28th

First Sunday of Advent
Mass @ 8.30am & 5.30pm

We remember in our prayers
The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy, Sue
Douglas, Tom Grant , Lauren Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison, Sue Lamb, Megan Bowden, Camel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch
Recently Deceased: Shirley Owen
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Harold Homann, Margaret McCann, Helen Malcolm, Leonardo Mariano, Leonard Smith, Mary McMahon, Arthur (Jim) Poole,
Leo Shipperley, Cliff Dennis, Marie Holdsworth, Harold Gilder, Margaret Kilmartin, Joyce Ire-land, Patricia Hodges, Anna
Graham, Patricia Peake, Norman Corrie, Reg Gamble, Shelia O'Donoghue, Brieon Down, William Bozier, Moira Murphy, Rose
Knauth, Genevieve Phelan, Grace Spann, Stephen Lam, Robert Rafter, Luigi Marinucci, John Fry, Janina Pokoj , Eugene
Vidulich, Elva Hargraves, Celie Cosgrove & Basil Nolan

Parish News & Notices

Job Vacancies
Could you share the stories
of suffering Christians?
Are you looking for flexible
part time work?
Aid to the Church in Need is recruiting
for a number of
Diocesan Outreach Assistants
who will deliver monthly presentations
in parishes across the Archdiocese.
For all details visit,
www.aidtochurch.org/work

CONTACT DETAILS:
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152
PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151
T: 3398 1154
E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au
F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/

Office hours
8:30 am - 1:30pm:

M/T/Th/F

MASS TIMES:
Sunday Eucharist
Saturday
5.30pm
Sunday
8.30am
Sunday
5.30pm
Weekday Eucharist
Monday
7.00am
Tuesday
7.00am
Thursday
9.00am
Friday
9.00am
Public Holiday 9.00am
Reconciliation Call Parish Office
Adoration and Benediction
1st Friday After 9am Mass
Anointing of the Sick during Mass
Thursday 18th Nov @ 10.30am

PARISH TEAM:
Parish Administrator
Fr Kevin Smith
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Sr Analissa Balderama
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au
Parish Secretary
Ms Lisa Moroney
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au

Please note:
The Care & Concern
tickets for the
Lord Mayor’s
Christmas Concert
on 9th December
have now all been allocated.
We look forward to a fun event.

A MORNING’S PRAYER
In need of a retreat but don't have the time?
Could you spare 3 hours for a mini retreat
about facilitating profound engagement with
God. Includes input, prayer, reflection & faith
sharing, and aims to provide prayerful respite
from the busyness of life.
Saturday 4 December, 9am-12pm - $15 incl
morning tea
Register: https://app.tickets.org.au/eb/
prayermorningstsc6

Parish News

On Thursday we celebrated another fabulous Care & Concern celebration. A beautiful Healing Mass was
followed by an amazing Christmas feast and gorgeous entertainment from some of our littlest school
students.
Thanks, as always, to our hardworking Care & Concern team for planning, preparing food, setting up,
serving and cleaning up; and especially for caring - always with a smile. Thanks to the school teachers
and children for their delightful entertainment and also to the Radford family who always make such
beautiful desserts.
Special thanks to Fr Roger for celebrating the Mass, and thanks to all the parishioners who came
along and enjoyed the event - it is always special to see the church and hall filled with happy faces and
we love the chance to catch up with everyone.

