
  
 
 

  
 

 

Advent is a time of preparation that the Church gives us, not only 

for Christmas, the Birth of Jesus Christ, but especially for that 

time when the Lord calls us home to join Him in eternity. Each 

day can be part of the preparation. In this holy season of advent, 

as we prepare to welcome Christ at Christmas, John the Baptist 

has his words of advice and warnings for each one of us. He ad-

vices us to prepare the way of the Lord, by true repentance of our 

past failures and to have a firm resolve to straighten the ways to 

the Lord.   

 

How can we and our families give better witness to the Christian 

message?  What changes are called for in the way our parish 

gives genuine witness to the Gospel?  The celebration of Advent 

calls for serious consideration of these questions. We are probably 

well into preparations for the celebration of Christmas.  But what 

preparations have we made for the time afterwards, for the year 

that is ahead?  Will Jesus be fully part of my life?  Will He really be 

renewing our life in a special way at this time?  Are His concerns 

my concerns?  Namely, a desire that we be of service to others, 

that we work with others to build a better society, founded on 

love and justice and a more equitable sharing of resources.  

 

Let me suggest several ways to help us to be prepared: just like 

today as we gather together, the Word of God is proclaimed each 

weekend. We have the Eucharist, the Lord Himself who comes to 

us in the forms of bread and wine, not only to nourish and 

strengthen us, but also to be with us on our Journey through life. 

We have prayer to help us to persevere on the road that leads to 

God. Daily prayer is important to maintain a vital relationship with 

Gold. We have the Sacrament of Penance which conveys the for-

giveness, compassion and mercy of our loving Father. This brings 

us the peace that comes from God which is so needed. On the 

evening Tuesday 20th December we will celebrate together the 

second rite of Reconciliation. The celebration will take place at 

6.00pm in our St. Thomas’ church. All welcome. 
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CONTACT DETAILS: 
31 Perth Street, Camp Hill 4152 

PO BOX 685 Coorparoo QLD 4151 

T: 3398 1154     

E: stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 

W: camphillcatholicparish.org.au 

F: https://www.facebook.com/
StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/  
 

Office hours 
8:30 am - 1:30pm: M/T/Th/F  
 

 
MASS TIMES:  
Sunday Eucharist  
Saturday     5.30pm  
Sunday       8.30am  
Sunday       5.30pm  
 

 
Weekday Eucharist  
Mon/Tues       7.00am  
Wednesday      9.00am 
Thursday         9.00am 
Friday             9.00am   
Public Holiday      9.00am  
 

Reconciliation   
Saturday evenings  5.00-5.20pm 
 
 
 

PARISH TEAM: 
 
Parish Priest   
Fr Dantus Thottathil  
thottathild@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator  
Sr Analissa Balderama 
cmc.stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Secretary  
Ms Jo  Shay 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
Caroline Sarra — Chair 
 

Finance Council 
Anthony Oostenbroek — Chair 
 

St Thomas’ School 
10 Stephen Street, CAMP HILL  4152 

Ph: 07 3398 6633 
 
Epcamphill@bne.catholic.edu.au 
W: stthomascamphill.qld.edu.au 
Principal -  Mr Liam Beatty 

 

St Thomas the Apostle Parish     
Camp Hill 

 

“My Lord and My God” 

  We at St Thomas’ Parish acknowledge the Yuggera people, the traditional owners and custo-
dians of the land on which we gather.  We pay our respects to elders - past, present and 

emerging,  

Blessings,    Fr Dantus Thottathil 

https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/
https://www.facebook.com/StThomasCatholicParishCampHill/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ADVENT APPEAL FOR UKRAINE 
 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is 
supporting a special Advent appeal for the people 
of Ukraine, following a request from Bishop My-
kola Bychok CSsR, Eparch of Sts Peter and Paul 
for the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Australia.  
 
Collections in dioceses, eparchies and parishes 
on the Second and/or Third Sunday of Advent 
will support Mudra Sprava (Wise Action), a Patri-
archal Charitable Foundation in Ukraine. The or-
ganisation has three focus areas: Evacuation of 
people from frontline territories; Food packages 
for people in need; Shelters for internally dis-
placed persons.  
 
Find out more at: www.catholic.au  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish News & Notices 

We remember in our prayers 
 

The sick: Joan Scott, Humberto Villalta, Nes Mustafa, Jolanda Villalta, Dan Bishop, Shirley Murphy,  
Sue Douglas,  Tom Grant , Lauren  Balcombe, Lola Radford, Sonia Mendez, Fr Ron Mollison,  Sue Lamb, Megan  
Bowden, Carmel Horn, Fr Ian Wren, Lynn Toon, June Colch, Judith Angela, Eileen MacDermott,  
Kui Liu, LorraineO’Leary, Shirley Mead., Don Cattanach, Alex Stegman, Barry Ahern, Brian Toon, Rod Grove. 
 
Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:  Francis Cosgrove, Arthur Gorski, Leslie Dossetto, Benjamin Longland, Al-
lan Rogers, Margaret Catchpole, Olive Dean, John Milford, Kathleen Jessop, Madge Sapsford, William Peake, Daniel Barry, Marjo-
rie Croft, Nancy Downing, Fred White, Margaret White, Barry Harding, Susan Ballinger, Jack Ballinger, Theresa Hourigan, Patrick 
Radford, John McKenna, Ken Murray, Ruby Johnston, Mary McNamara, Margaret Goakes, Patricia O’Leary, Betty Smith, Fay 
Thomas. 

The Week Ahead 

Sun   Dec 4th 

8.30am evening Mass 5.30pm 
Second Sunday of Advent Year 

A 
Anniversary of the Dedication of 

the Cathedral of St Stephen 

Mon   Dec 5th 
 

Mass @ 7am 
 

Tue     Dec 6th 
Mass @ 7am 

St Nicholas 

Wed    Dec 7th 
Mass @ 9am 

 

Thu     Dec 8th 

 
Mass @ 9am 

The Immaculate Conception of 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

Fri      Dec 9th 
Mass @ 9am 

 

Sat    Dec 10th Mass @ 5.30pm 

Sun    Dec 11th 

Mass at 8.30am  
evening Mass 5.30pm  

Third Sunday of Advent  
Year A 

  

 

 Let us come together as a Parish to assist 
those in need in the surrounding suburbs. 
 
Direct transfer to   BSB: 064 786  
Acc no:1000 265 95 and please email notification to 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au with a clear reference 
of name, address and  amount given, for your re-
ceipt.  
     
Credit card or cash donation can be places in the Ap-
peal envelopes available and placed in the box pro-
vided that is in the Church. 
 
Single store gift vouchers from Big W, Coles, Wool-
worths, Aldi, Target, K Mart and Best and Less. 
Please place vouchers in the labelled box provided. 
   

  Thank you for your continued support 
 

       Please donate Now…. 
      Donations / vouchers accepted up until  
                Monday 12th December. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
With Advent and Christmas Masses fast approaching, we 
need to seek the help and assistance of anyone who can 
help with music and forming a Christmas choir for this Ad-
vent and Christmas season.  
If you could be of assistance please make yourself known 
to Father or contact Jo in the parish office on 3398 1154 or 
stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au. We would like to build a 
strong and vibrant choir to celebrate this festive season. 

    Carollers Required 
 

We have been invited to sing at  

Camp Hill Aged Care Home,  

15 Orwell St Camp Hill 

On Wednesday 21st December from 6pm 
Please let Veronica or Neisha know if you would like to be a 

part of the group.     0438 826 524  

http://www.catholic.au
mailto:stthomas@bne.catholic.net.au


 

 

 

 

Quote of the week 

  “In this life we cannot  

always do great things.  

But we can do small things  

with great love”. 

                                            Mother Teresa  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish News & Notices 

       

 
 
 
 

        Volunteers Required 

Volunteers required to set up / assist with the Sun-

day morning coffee gathering after morning mass. 

Please contact Jo in the Parish office on 3398 

1154. We look forward to hearing from 

you.  

“The best therapy is time spent  

               laughing with good friends”. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Christmas 

Mass 

Times 

2022 

Saturday 24th 
December Chil-
drens Family 

Christmas Eve 

 Saturday 24th December  

  Childrens Family Mass  5.30pm 

and 

  Christmas Vigil Mass 7.30pm 

 

Christmas Day 

Sunday 25th December 8.30am 

 

NO  Sunday  evening  Mass  

 
 
 
 

Share joy this Christmas with a Global Gift 
that can change a life. 
 
A Global Gift is a donation to Caritas Australia 
made on behalf of another. Whether you pur-
chase your Global Gift for family, friends of 
colleagues, each gift reflects real items that 
will help the world’s most vul-
nerable in their fight against 
poverty. Please scan the bar-
code on the Global Gift poster 
that is on the church pillar 
across from the Parish Hall. 

 

The ‘Spirit of Hope’ Prayer Meeting 
St Stephen’s Chapel 

(In the grounds of the Cathedral in Brisbane City Centre)                                                                                                             
(We Meet every 1st Wednesday of the Month)                                                                                                      

Next Meeting Wednesday 7th December 2022 
10.45am – 12.15pm  

(after 10am Mass) 
  Praise and Worship in the C.B.D….. Our Guest 

Speaker is David Kruse 
   Personal Prayer Ministry will be Available 

EVERYONE WELCOME! 
Contact: Maureen 0403002199 or Helena 0405321901 

                                                                                      

Many Thanks to those who have made a donation towards 
the Restoration of the Parish Courtyard. 
Work is continuing and we would like to 
thank Brian Tully and his team for all of his 
efforts in making this space such a beautiful 
spiritual sanctuary. Donations can still be 
made to St Thomas Camp Hill . 
 
BSB 064 786  A/C 100 00 5597. Many Thanks. 

Quote of the week 
 Purity of heart and 

Clarity of mind gives 
You the surety of life. 

Quote of the week 
Purity of heart and 

clarity of mind gives 

you the surety of life. 



Readings 
 

. 
 

            SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT : YEAR A  

First Reading:  (Isaiah 11:1-10)  

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, a scion thrusts from his roots:  
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and insight,  
a spirit of counsel and power, a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) He does not judge by appearances,  
he gives no verdict on hearsay, but judges the wretched with integrity,  
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
 
That day, the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations and its home will be glorious. 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  (Psalm 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf.v.7)     

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.  

Second Reading:  (Romans 15:4-9) 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to teach us something about hope from the examples 
scripture gives of how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who helps us when we refuse to 
give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and 
voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The rea-
son Christ became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully carry out the promises 
made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: 
For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your name. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:      Alleluia, alleluia! 
                    Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
               All people shall see the salvation of God.                 
               Alleluia! 

 
Gospel:    (Matthew 3:1-12) 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and 
wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and as they were bap-
tised by him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number 
of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the ret-
ribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, 
“We have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even 
now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am, and 
I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he 
will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go 
out.’ 

Readings for Next Sunday   
11th December 

Third Sunday of Advent Year A 

 

First Reading:  

(Isaiah 35:1-6,10) 

The desert will rejoice and blossom.  
Second Reading: 

(St. James 5:7-10) 

Be patient, even in suffering.  
 Gospel: 

(St. Matthew 11:2-11) 

 John asks, ‘Are you the one who is to come?’ 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT  YEAR A                                

The Bethlehem Candle 
There was lots that Mary and Joseph had to do to prepare for the journey to Bethlehem 
before Jesus was born. Today, there are things that we can do so we are prepared for Jesus 
too. The second Advent candle is a candle of faith, faith in Jesus can be the greatest gift 
we may ever receive.              LET US PRAY 
 
Dear Jesus,  
You are always there for us, loving us and calling us to be better people. Help us have faith to 
trust you, to know you are here with us and you will always love us. Let our faith be a light 
unto the world of others. Amen 


